St. John Community Action Agency Advisory Board
Minutes of Regular Meeting
April 27, 2017

ATTENDANCE:
Present:                           Absent:                           Staff:                            Guest: 
Leonard Sanders             Ali Burl                           Angela A. Aubert        Claudette P. Edwards
Lucien Gauff III                Larry Snyder                 Rhonda G. Lemons   
Felicia Feist                      Gary Watson              
Sandra Clement              Mary Henry
Cynthia Duhe                  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Brannetter James	  
Ivan Lee
Veronica Cambre
Mary Belvin
Stella Borne
Patricia Green

I. Call to Order
Meeting was called to order by Secretary Brannetter James.

II. Roll Call
Eleven of (15) Advisory Board Members were present and (4) absent. Quorum was met.
III. Opening Prayer and Pledge
Prayer was led by Sgt. Leonard Sanders. Pledge of Allegiance was led by Secretary James.

IV.        Public Comments
             None

 V.        Approval of Minutes from July 26, 2016
             Motion from Ms. Cynthia Duhe and seconded by Ms. Stella Borne to adopt the
             minutes from the July 26th meeting with no changes or corrections. Motion passed 
             unanimously.
VI.         Director’s Report 
              Ms. Rhonda Lemons thanked everyone for their attendance and informed the board of the importance 
             of adhering to the four meetings guidelines specified by CSBG.  Some members mentioned attending  
             the meeting in December, 2016 and Ms. Lemons shared that although discussion was held, the 
             department was unable to acknowledge the meeting as specified in the CSBG advisory board 
             guidelines for four meetings a year. 

Ms. Lemons discussed upcoming projects the department is working on.  The Community Health and Human Services Resource Guidebook in draft form was circulated amongst board members for preview. Ms. Lemons said once approved by the parish president, guidebook will be held at various government buildings for availability to residents in the community.  The initial distribution of the guidebook will be at the Military Healthcare Services IRT clinic in July.  

The parish will be hosting the Military Healthcare Services IRT clinic from July 12-22, 2017.  The clinic will be held for an entire 2 weeks, including the weekends at East St. John High School. The time will be 8:00 am - 4:30pm.   The Military staff will provide free medical, dental and optometry services that were all discussed with the board.  Services will be offered to all Tri Parish residents; St. John, St. Charles and St. James on a first come, first to be served basis.  Further details currently being handled by Ms. Lemons were discussed.  She will keep the advisory board updated as the project progresses.  


VII.        Old Business:  None

VIII.        New Business: 

CSBG: Handouts were distributed to the board members. Ms. Lemons explained details of the following documents:  2nd budget change to the 2016 budget, 2016 IS Survey results, 2nd Quarter Activity Report and March Expenditure Report. 

Ms. Aubert presented the 2015 Audit report and shared information that there were no findings regarding it.  She also mentioned that the 2016 audit is currently in process. 

Focus Group Survey:  Ms. Lemons discussed implementation of a 2017 Community Needs Assessment Survey designed to study each major group’s focus on what they consider are needs in the community and the purpose of the department implementing the service.  Information gathered from the surveys will be used to draft a more detailed Community Needs Assessment related to all populations of people in St. John.  Ms. James asked for questions. There were no questions. Motion from Ms. Cynthia Duhe was made to accept reports and recommendation as presented and seconded by Ms. Felicia Feist. Motion passed unanimously. 


IX.          Committee Reports/Updates and Remarks: 

· LIHEAP: Budget tracking and statistical handouts were distributed to the board.   Ms. Aubert explained details of the reports.  Ms. James asked if anyone had questions.  There were no questions.

· Summer Food Service Program: Advertisement flier was distributed to board.  Ms. Aubert explained that the program will operate June 5 - July 13, 2017.  There will be four participating open sites:  East St. John High, LaPlace Elem., Garyville/Mt. Airy Magnet and West St. John Elem. Free Transportation will be provided.  Ms. Lemons added that New Wine was in the process of setting up its facility to be approved as a satellite site 

· DHHS Food Distribution: Advertisement flier was distributed to the board.  Ms. Aubert mentioned the event's dates will be are April 27 - 28, 2017.

· Vita Tax Program: Ms. Aubert stated 190 Clients were served by the department for the 2016 program year.

Ms. Aubert explained she will issue a form letter requesting board members compliance for 2016 ethics training for any board members who did not complete their 2016 training. Members having trouble completing return letter from the ethics office can see her for assistance.

Ms. James officially welcomed our new Assessor, Mr. Lucien Gauff, III to the advisory board.  Mr. Gauff mentioned how pleased he was to be a part of the board and how impressed he was with the work DHHS is doing.  He is looking forward to future meetings.  Some board members inquired about succession and Mr. Gauff stated an attorney would be better at discussing successions and property rights with us and that the assessor’s office often has people requesting information.  Ms. Lemons mentioned she could pursue the possibility of a seminar or workshop if that is something the board would like her to do and there was a unanimous yes. 
         
Ms. James asked for discussion of any further business.  There was none.
               
 X.         Adjournment: A motion to adjourn was made by Ms. Sandra Clement and seconded by 
             Ms. Patricia Green. Meeting was adjourned.


_________________________________________
President/Vice President
Minutes of the 4/27/2017



