What is my BFE?

“Base flood” or “100-year flood” means the flood having a one percent chance of being equaled or
exceeded in any given year.

Did you know: In the special flood hazard area (a “flood zone”), there is at least a1 in 4 chance
of flooding during a 30-year mortgage?

“Base flood elevation” means the water surface elevation resulting from the base flood/100-year
flood.

e How do | figure out my BFE?

You can find your base flood elevation by looking at a FEMA flood map, using the LSU Ag

Center’s website, requesting an elevation certificate from a Louisiana Professional Land

Surveyor, or by calling your parish floodplain manager at: (985) 651-5565.

e How do I figure out how high | need to elevate my home?

You will need to find out how high the ground is (“grade”) at your site. Then you will need to
subtract that number from your base flood elevation (“BFE”) — this will tell you the minimum
amount you will need to elevate a new structure off of the ground. Optional: You should plan
to build in an extra 1 ft. or “freeboard” in order to provide for any additional flood risk in the

area.


https://msc.fema.gov/portal/availabilitySearch?addcommunity=220164&communityName=ST.%20JOHN%20THE%20BAPTIST%20PARISH%20UNINCORPORATED%20AREAS#searchresultsanchor
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/topics/family_home/home/design_construction/laws%20licenses%20permits/getting%20a%20permit/your%20flood%20zone/flood_maps
http://www.lsuagcenter.com/topics/family_home/home/design_construction/laws%20licenses%20permits/getting%20a%20permit/your%20flood%20zone/flood_maps

How high do | elevate?

Difference between lowest adjacentgrade
BFE: 8 ft. and BFE is 2 ft. — structure must be
It elevated 2 ft. off the ground

Grade: 6 ft.




Common flood zone construction issues

Scenario 1: Shed

Difference between lowest adjacentgrade

BFE: 8 ft. and BFE is 2 ft. — shed must be elevated 2
2 ft I ft. off the ground
Grade: 6 ft.
Notes:
H B 1. For A zones, lowest floor t be at L1 BFE, forV . bott £l t
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Option A: Elevate the shed to BFE

Difference between lowest adjacent grade
BFE: 8 ft. - and BFE is 2 ft. — shed must be elevated 2
2 . 5 ft. off the ground
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Grade: 6 ft.




Noti

Scenario 1: Shed =
Option B: Add vents to the shed

es:
In order to use this method, shed cannot be over 600 sg. ft. in an A zone or 100 sg. ft. inaV
zone, and must be constructed of flood-resistant materials (see Sec. 107-55 for full regs).
This method is not optimal for sites with little difference (<3 ft) between grade and BFE.
Required open area = floor area of shed, converted to inches. Ex: 200 sq. ft. shed, total open
area must be 200 sq. in.

BFE: 8 ft.

] | |

I Bottom of vents can’t be higher than 12"

Grade: 6 ft. “

N/

Vents must be below the BFE

Notes:

Scenario 1: Shed 1 Inorde

r to use this method, shed cannot be over 600 sq. ft. in an A zone or 100 sg. ft. in a V zone, and

must be constructed of flood-resistant materials (see Sec. 107-55 for full regs).

Optl On B: Add Vents to the Shed — 2. This methad is not optimal for sites with little difference (<3 ft) between grade and BFE.
3

Required open area = floor area of shed, converted to inches. Ex: 200 sq. ft. shed, total open area

CAUTION! " st be 200 53,

BFE: 7 ft. TRl e S

Grade: 6 ft. b\ -

I Bottom of vents can't be higher !!an 1 P
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Only the portion of vents below the BFE

counts!




CAUTION! DON'TDO THIS!

N

Vents are too high to fully count toward
required openings

B

BFE: 8 ft. ] ——

1ft.]

Grade: 6 ft.

Shed is not elevated high enocugh to be

compliant
Scenario 2: Pier-construction home
Option A: Crawlspace with lattice
BFE: 7 ft. SRS Elevating
2ife SRR 3 ft.
Grade:5ft. ———° s = __7__/__,6 2

o
Only these areas can be counted toward
openings/venting requirements — plans should
show height and width of these.




Notes:
1. This method is not optimal for sites with little difference (<3 ft)

Scenario 2: Pier-construction home e T

2. Required open area = floor area of house, converted to inches. Ex:

O ptlon B: E n Closed CraWIspa Ce w lth Ve nts 1,200 sq. ft. house, total open area must be 1,200 sq. in.

BFE: 7 ft. — = = = — =] | Elevating
o= = = = = =
- Bottom of vents can'tbe than 12" = =]
Grade: 5 ft. amny POOm Ot vER can T e TiBhe an
Plans should show net
open area of vents
1 . 1 1 Notes:
Scenarlo 2- Pler_conStrUCtlon home 1. This method is not optimal for sites with little difference (<3 ft)

between grade and BFE.

O ption B: E n Closed CranSpa ce W ith Ve ntS == 2. Required open area = floor area of house, converted to inches. Ex:
1,200 sq. ft. house, total open area must be 1,200 sq. in.
CAUTION!

Elevating
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Grade: 5 ft. I = = o
i il
Only the portion of vents below the BFE Plans should show net open
counts!

area of vents below the BFE
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