
 

 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 

ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST PARISH COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, JUNE 11th, 2019 

CHAIRMAN THOMAS MALIK 

VICE-CHAIR MARVIN PERRILLOUX 

 

The Council of the Parish of St. John the Baptist, State of Louisiana, met in 

Regular Session in Council Chambers, St. John the Baptist Parish Government 

Complex, 1811 W. Airline Hwy., LaPlace, Louisiana on Tuesday, June 11th, 2019 at 

6:30 PM. 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 
PRESENT AT ROLL CALL: Larry Sorapuru, Jr., Councilman-at-Large, Div. A, Kurt 

Becnel, Councilman District I, Julia Remondet, Councilwoman District II, Marvin 

Perrilloux, Councilman District IV, Michael Wright, Councilman District V, Larry 

Snyder, Councilman District VI, Thomas Malik, Councilman District VII, Jaclyn 

Hotard, Councilwoman-at-Large, Div. B, Lennix Madere, Councilman District III 

 

ABSENT: None 

 

Councilman Wright led the Prayer. Councilman Snyder led the Pledge. 

 

Legal Counsel Keith Green, Jr., and Christopher Cortez were present. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT – AGENDA ITEMS ONLY (2 minutes per citizen) 

 

There was no public comment at this time. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF BUSINESSES: 

 

Larry Sorapuru – Presentation – (Carry Over 05-14-19) Christopher Gilmore, Corp 

of Engineers, West Shore Levee Project 

 

The above item will be removed from the agenda. 

 

Lennix Madere – Presentation – Letter from LDEQ – DENKA update 

 

Councilman Madere stated, “I think everyone on the council is aware of the 

situation at DENKA concerning the emission of chloroprene. The last time we had 

Mr. Brown here he was supposed to give us a follow up as to how everything was 

progressing over at DENKA and I reached out to him several months ago, I think it 

was January or February at the beginning of the year, and we were informed at 

that time that he would not be coming back to the council because of some legal 

action that was filed I think against him or whoever I am not sure because I am 

not into that. So, then I reached out to him again about a month ago and got the 

same response, I spoke on the phone personally to him this time, so I asked him 

could he at least send us a written response, an overview of what has been going 

on since the last time he came to the council meeting and he sent a letter 

Wednesday or Thursday of last week. So, at this time our secretary is going to 

read the response that was sent.”  

 

Jackie Landeche, Council Secretary, read, “Denka update for the St. John the 

Baptist Council. On May 16, LDEQ sent Denka Performance Elastomers a letter 

requesting DPE to demonstrate 85 percent reduction in chloroprene emissions 

memorialized in the Administrative Order on Consent signed by both the agency 

and the facility in 2017. 2018 Emissions Inventory data have not indicated an 



 

 

85 percent reduction, LDEQ states. The letter requires DPE to provide the 

agency with documentation within 30 days that demonstrates the actions 

required by the AOC resulted in the 85% reduction or else submit a schedule of 

further actions the company will undertake to further reduce chloroprene 

emissions. The company has indicated to LDEQ that it will submit more data to 

demonstrate achievement of an 85% reduction. DPE’s request for correction is 

under review by the EPA. If the EPA grants the correction, it could change 

some of the guidance information provided by EPA. LDEQ is working with EPA and 

actively considering all options as they move forward and work with the 

facility to reduce emissions. Local air monitoring by EPA will continue for 

the near future. Data from monitors will continue to be available on the LDEQ 

and EPA websites. All data, reports and findings by LDEQ are published in the 

agency’s Electronic Document Management System (EDMA) accessible through the 

agency website, https://deq.louisiana.gov/ under agency interest number (AI) 

199310. Additionally, LDEQ will continue outreach activities with occasional 

public meetings and regular visits to the area. The agency will continue to 

work with DPE to reduce chloroprene emission to the lowest achievable level.” 

 

Councilman Madere stated, “Okay, that is the report that was provided to us from 

Mr. Chuck Brown’s office. There are a couple of things, I wish he was here, that 

we could ask him publicly at the meeting but I will just make a couple of 

comments about what I heard from the letter and what I read. The thing that stuck 

out the most were the last few lines when he said occasional public meeting and 

regular visits to the area, now I am not sure exactly how many times he visited 

the area because I would probably have no way of knowing that and I don’t think 

he checks in with the council or anyone concerning those activities and I know I 

only attended one public meeting with Mr. Chuck Brown, well he actually came and 

we had a public meeting when we first found out about chloroprene, that was at 

Our Lady of Grace, so I definitely have a problem with saying occasional public 

meeting and regular visits to the area. I haven’t seen that and I think we need 

those public meetings to make ensure that the residents are being taken care of 

to the best of the ability but also the fact that I don’t think they really 

reached out and told anyone, like they say in the letter that DENKA hasn’t 

essentially reached the 85% reduction and I think that is something that everyone 

in the area should be aware of and to me I shouldn’t have to reach out to them 

they should have reached out to this council because this is one way that we can 

communicate everything that is going on in the area through the council meetings 

so I am kind of disappointed in that fact but the thing that still bothers me the 

most is the fact that it says public meetings. I only remember one public meeting 

that they ever had. So, I think maybe they should get back down here and have a 

meeting so that people who are really concerned have a chance or an opportunity 

to ask their questions and one other thing that bothers me LDEQ and the EPA, if 

they both have the same information on the website it is not getting there, it 

seems as though the left hand doesn’t know what the right hand is doing because 

those things should be the same no matter what website you go to the reading 

should be the same and the information that I am getting is that the readings are 

not the same and the information that is being given to the public is different 

from the actual information that is why I think it is important that someone from 

the EPA or Mr. Brown should be at these meetings to give us this type of 

information. So, that is the only thing that was concerning to me especially the 

one that said occasional public meeting, that never happened, we only had one 

unless I am wrong everybody knows when DEQ had another public meeting. I missed 

it I guess. Mrs. Baileigh can answer that (not on microphone no sir there wasn’t) 

they never had another one. Okay, thank you.” 

 

Councilman Sorapuru stated, “Yes Mr. Madere you are exactly right that 
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communication is very vague from the office of LDEQ Chuck Brown. We have an 

emergency director that is stationed in our parish that reports to this 

administration and this council and you should not have to bird dog Mr. Chuck 

Brown for him to give us information on the chloroprene levels, we shouldn’t have 

to read it in the newspapers. We should be given direct information from LDEQ to 

Travis Perrilloux. I just for the record Mr. Madere that is the kind of things 

that we are always sidetracking, it appears to be, not only in St. John Parish 

but in south Louisiana as a whole when it comes down to industry being level 

headed and corresponding and communicating with the local officials. Mr. 

Perrilloux I just want to ask you for the record has anyone from LDEQ contacted 

you about anything with the chloroprene levels since the last hearing we had at 

OLG?” 

 

Travis Perrilloux stated, “No.” 

 

Councilman Sorapuru asked, “Has anyone from the EPA contacted you?” 

 

Travis Perrilloux stated, “No.” 

 

Councilman Sorapuru asked, “Has any citizen made any complaints about any foul 

odors in the community?” 

 

Travis Perrilloux stated, “No, not at that site, not in Reserve.” 

 

Councilman Sorapuru asked, “Has anyone from DENKA contacted you about the levels 

of chloroprene?” 

 

Travis Perrilloux stated, “No. I did attend a meeting where they stated where 

their levels were in Reserve.” 

 

Councilman Sorapuru asked, “Okay so you are telling me the only information you 

are getting is when you go to a meeting that the community panel meetings that 

they have?” 

 

Travis Perrilloux stated, “Yes, the CAP meetings, correct sir.” 

 

Councilman Sorapuru asked, “And besides what is being published in the newspaper, 

that is information that the public is getting and Mr. Madere had to track Mr. 

Brown down to give us an update. As you are the emergency director that 

represents us with public safety on all fronts don’t you think you should be 

contacted instead of having Mr. Madere track this man down?” 

 

Travis Perrilloux stated, “Yes.” 

 

Councilman Madere asked, “I agree with everything Mr. Sorapuru just said and like 

I said the thing that really stuck out to me on that report was the thing about 

the public meetings. I think that is part of the problem that we have with this 

situation here is that the public is not being well informed by Mr. Brown, LDEQ 

or the EPA and they are the ones that have complete control over this. I just 

want to make sure that the parish and the council has no control over them but 

the people that have control have not reached out to us just to inform us as to 

what is going on and when I read that information that is the part that really 

stuck out because I think the belief is that the parish knows a lot more than 

what we are saying but we really don’t and that really struck me when they said 

occasional meeting and visit the area often. I haven’t seen that.” 

 



 

 

Travis Perrilloux stated, “They may visit the area often doing their own 

investigation however there is no meetings and any information that is obtained 

by the Office of Public Safety is released to the public.” 

 

Councilman Madere stated, “I do believe if they are coming in here checking on 

something like this that affects the health and welfare of the community I think 

they should know about it, that is the way I look at it and that is definitely no 

reflection on you because they bypassing you too, they aren’t even giving you 

information.” 

 

Councilman Snyder asked, “Mr. Perrilloux, does the DEQ contact you or your office 

when they come in here to check those monitors?” 

 

Travis Perrilloux stated, “If it is an investigation that we called from the 

parish or something that we are checking, could be odors or something like that 

but typically no.” 

 

Councilman Snyder asked, “And do you know, are they still checking the monitors 

every twenty-four hours or thirty-six hours I think they check them?” 

 

Travis Perrilloux stated, “That I don’t, of course with the high river levels I 

am constantly on that levee and I have seen some monitoring or instrumentation on 

top of the levee that is reflective to air monitor.” 

 

Councilman Snyder stated, “Yes, that is just one, they have six of them I think 

around here in St. John and Milesville around the school and that is what I am 

concerned about because the only information that we can get from them is on 

their website and I am wondering are they updating their website or do they think 

that people just done forgot about what is going on around here. I really would 

like to know a little bit more about their future emission program I mean to me I 

haven’t heard very much talk about that and you know I know it cost a lot of 

money to do the future emission program but I am not quite sure whether DENKA 

will have one. I am not sure as to what extent is it. Is it a really 

comprehensive one or is it one they just do sometime and I think that is 

important too when they are trying to get these levels down. I don’t want to see 

any plant close but if they can’t do what we ask them to do or what the DEQ and 

EPA asks them to do then I mean we have to figure out something else then what we 

need to do to protect our people.” 

 

Travis Perrilloux stated, “It is hit or miss councilman, I will pass out there 

one week and I will see the instrumentation on the levee and I will pass another 

week and it is not and I remember some meetings that we had in the incipient 

stages of this DENKA chloroprene deal they stated that when they took the 

instrumentation off it was brought to a lab and it was read there that is why it 

was missing for a week but I don’t think that they would put something else there 

when they remove the instrumentation.” 

 

Councilman Snyder stated, “My understanding is every three days they get a 

sample, if I am not mistaken, I know they take it and then they bring it 

someplace and they leave it there and three days later they come get another 

one.” 

 

Travis Perrilloux stated, “Correct that was my understanding as well.” 

 

Councilman Snyder stated, “And they do that at each of the sites but I was just a 

little bit more concerned and I was wondering if maybe we could get in touch with 



 

 

LDEQ so we can find out a little bit more details about the future emission 

program because I really don’t think that is privileged information that is 

something most plants would want to publicize anyhow that they got a real 

comprehensive future emissions program.” 

 

Travis Perrilloux stated, “I believe some of that stuff might be located on the 

EDMS system however I understand what you are saying that is what the letter 

stated it reflected the electronic data system that the DEQ utilizes.” 

 

Councilman Snyder stated, “I know that is on there. I have seen that. Thank you.” 

 

Councilman Malik stated, “It is evident that LDEQ is not going to come here and 

the reason that was provided to me some months ago when we tried to get them to 

come here was because of a lawsuit that was filed against them. So, perhaps what 

we can do is to get EPA. So, instead of LDEQ we can have EPA, now if you look at 

the data that is on the LDEQ website you really have to be an environmental 

engineer because it is data. So, I think that is probably our option to have 

someone interpret that data or have EPA. So, I think yes let’s do that. So, we 

will try to get in contact with EPA and then we can move on.”  

 

Baileigh Helm stated, “I read it in the newspaper like everyone else so we don’t 

get any information and the thing is I know there is a reasoning for LDEQ not to 

publicly come, I don’t know what it is exactly, but there is a reason. David Gray 

with EPA is specifically assigned to this area and to this assignment. He has all 

the data, he sometimes gets it before LDEQ, he is very familiar with what is 

going on and the plight that has been happening over the last two years. He comes 

in very frequently. I don’t always get a call from him when he is in but I do 

know that he has to scan the area because it is part of his assignment that he is 

on right now. So, that would be the contact person and I can get this information 

to Jackie but he would be able to come.” 

 

CONSENT AGENDA:  

 

ITEMS: Approval of Minutes – May 28th, 2019, Regular Meeting; Councilman Malik – 

Appointment of Tina Buris Gassen to the Planning and Zoning Commission; Permit 

Approval – St. Hubert Catholic Church Annual Independence Day Festival – 

Thursday, July 4th, 2019 – 11:00 AM – 9:30 PM – St. Hubert Catholic Church in 

Garyville 

 

MOTION: Councilman Madere moved and Councilman Perrilloux seconded the motion to 

approve consent agenda items consisting of Approval of Minutes – May 28th, 2019, 

Regular Meeting; Councilman Malik – Appointment of Tina Buris Gassen to the 

Planning and Zoning Commission; Permit Approval – St. Hubert Catholic Church 

Annual Independence Day Festival – Thursday, July 4th, 2019 – 11:00 AM – 9:30 PM 

– St. Hubert Catholic Church in Garyville. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING ON ORDINANCES: 

 

19-17 (Public Hearing Held) An ordinance granting Final Planned Unit Development 

(PUD) approval, as per SJB Code Sec. 113-289 for Phase 1 of a PUD, including the 

re-subdivision of an undesignated portion of Glencoe Plantation into Lots D-1 and 

D-2, Glencoe Plantation, being a portion of the area commonly referred to as the 

St. John the Baptist Parish Housing Authority (PHA) site, located in the area 

generally bounded by South Fig Street, Museum Street, Anthony F. Monica Street, 

and Historic Main Street, Garyville, LA, as shown in the survey drawn by John W. 

Starring, PLS on November 14, 2017 and as shown in Exhibit 1 attached (PZR-17-

1081) (N. Robottom) 



 

 

Rene Pastorek stated, “Construction on this 22 Planned Unit Development (PUD) is 

finished, and all required inspections are complete and approved. Administration 

recommends approval.” 

 

MOTION: Councilman Snyder moved and Councilman Sorapuru seconded the motion to 

approve Ordinance 19-17. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 

Councilman Becnel stated, “Yes, I ask that the Council accept the minutes of the 

finance meeting.” 

 

MOTION: Councilman Becnel moved and Councilwoman Remondet seconded the motion to 

accept the minutes of the finance meeting. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  

 
There was no old business. 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 

 

Thomas Malik – Selection of the Official Journal for St. John the Baptist Parish 

Government 

 

Councilwoman Hotard Gaudet stated, “I would like to offer a motion to appoint the 

L’Observateur as the Official Journal for the Parish of St. John the Baptist. 

This is just an annual housekeeping item.” 

 

MOTION: Councilwoman Hotard Gaudet moved and Councilman Madere seconded the 

motion to appoint the L’Observateur as the Official Journal for Parish of St. 

John the Baptist. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Larry Snyder – Direct the administration to finance a line item for next year’s 

budget to look at drainage throughout the parish as a program that we use in 

conjunction with our street projects 

 

Robert Figuero stated, “In accordance with the Home Rule Charter, the Parish 

President will prepare and submit a balanced annual operating budget and capital 

outlay program to the Council for approval.  During the budgeting process, a 

request will be sent to the Council and Department Heads for suggestions and 

recommendations. Budget workshops will be held to discuss the proposed budget and 

amendments prior to adoption by the Council.” 

 

Councilman Snyder stated, “Okay, thank you. Well first of all I think in the 

spirit of working together with the administration, this council, we should be 

able to discuss that with the CFO, CAO or the Parish President that there are 

certain things in the budget that we would like to see done and if we all can 

agree on it up here and we vote on it then it should get done. This is why I 

brought this up because I know that they are looking at the budgets now if that 

goes on and we wait until the end of the year to do this then it is going to be 

our responsibility to find the money. It will be each of our responsibility to 

find the money for drainage. So, let’s check this before it starts and I am going 

to make a motion tonight and I may not be as direct as I could be or should be 

but I think that the administration needs to start looking for money to take care 

of our drainage in this parish. Drainage is our major issue we are getting water 

from the streets to the back of Interstate and that is where our problem is at. 



 

 

Now the only way we can do that, we did a good job with our road system and that 

is what I looked at, I hate to go over this again because it is in our minutes. 

When you look at our road system, our road system is getting better, it is much 

better trust me and our streets are much better because of the program we got 

with streets, with concrete and asphalt streets, we can do the same thing. Mr. 

Madere and I have talked about this many times about the drainage problem and 

that is where we need to start. I think we need to start right here tonight. I 

don’t want to wait. I don’t want to wait until when the budget passes then we can 

give input. Let’s do it now. Let’s start looking for it. We have money. I need to 

ask this question. Don’t you have some money in one of those bonds issues left 

for drainage?” 

 

Robert Figuero stated, “That is correct.” 

 

Councilman Snyder asked, “About how much?” 

 

Robert Figuero stated, “Approximately one point five million.” 

 

Councilman Snyder stated, “One point five million dollars, why we can’t take 

eight hundred thousand of that and put it into the drainage system, I am talking 

to these people up here, we put it in the drainage system and let’s start 

cleaning all the ditches parish wide. Why we can’t do that? That is what it is 

there for we done bought backhoe diggers, small excavation machines all out of 

that money because it is part of drainage. So, let’s do something. We have got 

evidence that what a month ago Mr. Madere, he has been trying to get a ditch 

cleaned out, a drainage problem cleaned out in his area over there. This lady 

floods out every time it rains water goes in her house, she has bags by her house 

year-round but they finally got there and dug that thing out and they don’t have 

a problem anymore. Can you imagine the stress off of this lady that when it rains 

she doesn’t have to worry about that anymore? That is our problem up and down the 

streets trust me. We have a program, Mr. Savoie, our parish engineer, has already 

written up something and taken pictures and he has a write up on exactly what we 

can do to help our drainage. All we have to do is say go do it but you know where 

it is going to come at with the eight hundred thousand dollars right there we get 

that and get some people out there to start working and doing it. So, I am going 

to make a motion. Does anybody have anything to say because I am going to make a 

motion?” 

 

Councilman Madere stated, “I definitely want to thank Mr. Snyder for putting this 

item on the agenda because when I first got into office I think it might have 

been my second meeting I confronted administration about having a drainage 

department that just deals strictly with drainage and at that time I will never 

forget the comment, it is not going to happen and you know that really stayed in 

my mind but I’m glad Mr. Snyder brought this up because it is an ongoing problem 

and like you said the lady who had to get the sandbags it was about a month ago I 

came here and I said that was the last straw when I saw a woman in her eighties 

carrying sandbags and that was the straw that broke the camel’s back. I want to 

thank Mr. Verdell for doing the things that Mr. Snyder is talking about because 

he went out there and when the effort of his crew, they solved that problem and 

relieved that and it is just a matter of locating the problems and relieving the 

pressure or whatever it is that is stopping the drainage because water is going 

to flow. It is not a problem of if it is going to flow. It is just what is 

restricting it and holding it back and I really believe people would like to get 

their streets done but they definitely don’t want to be afraid of water coming 

into their home and destroying what they have worked so hard for. So, I 

definitely support this item. This is something, especially in the older area of 



 

 

SJBP old LaPlace, Reserve, Garyville, Mt. Airy and across the river they 

definitely need to benefit from this type of a program and if we do eight hundred 

thousand or five hundred thousand every year that’s one step closer to getting 

the parish the way it should be as far as drainage because I never heard anyone 

complain about asphalt coming into their house. It is all about water.” 

 

Councilman Wright stated, “I do agree with you Mr. Snyder and Mr. Madere, I think 

for at least eight years now we have been asking for a regular drainage and 

maintenance program, we appropriated money in recent times, I think we actually 

reduced some money in the drainage line item at the request of the administration 

but I do have a question, Mr. Figuero, with the recent canal permits that we 

obtained, where do we plan on pulling those funds from to clean the canals?” 

 

Robert Figuero stated, “I believe a lot of that money was going to come from that 

one point five and from that bond.” 

 

Councilman Wright asked, “Okay, and one point five million you said roughly is in 

that money?” 

 

Robert Figuero stated, “Yes.” 

 

Councilwoman Hotard Gaudet stated, “Thank you and I actually just sent a message 

to Jackie to pull up something for me but it was my Resolution or Ordinance, I 

don’t recall that we actually created a branch of the drainage department to 

address this very concern and the council actually unanimously voted on my 

resolution brought forward to the council, however it hasn’t really been funded 

or implemented by the administration. So, Mr. Snyder I think your conversation is 

spot on. We approved the resolution or ordinance to actually create this so it 

needs to be funded and implemented so that we can be proactive in addressing some 

of these drainage issues so I am hoping that and I will forward that over to you 

Rob if you don’t have that when the council did vote to create that it was prior 

to you being here but it was because of those concerns the day to day maintenance 

and we have a good department, they have good employees in that department but we 

need to supplement that with the resources so that they can get the job done that 

they need to have done. So, I think this is in right order, even if we don’t 

direct a certain amount at this time, that would be something that we can do at 

the budget but I think what Mr. Snyder is trying to tell you is that we want you 

to identify some funds now because he is correct when you do want to add 

something in a line item the response is always, well go find the money. Well, we 

are telling you, with Mr. Snyder’s motion we are going to instruct you to find 

the money because you are the one that is actually looking at the money all day 

so you know exactly where it is. So again, whenever Jackie pulls that up, I will 

forward you a copy and I will resend it to the entire council just so that we can 

be reminded we have created this department, funding it is what we need to do and 

it is kind of unfortunate that it hasn’t been done already because it was a 

unanimous vote of the council. Thank you.”  

 

Councilman Becnel stated, “I just want to add something positive to it and say 

how this can and will work. Awhile back Mr. Kindrick took the initiative on the 

West Bank to start digging ditches or dredging ditches and we were starting from 

Lucy to Wallace and eventually Pleasure Bend and it was working, we were getting 

a lot of compliments. So, this can and will work but the reason why we had to 

halt our project is because we are closer to the River Road, closer to the river. 

So, basically the Corp of Engineers stopped us from doing that. So, this can and 

will work and we are looking forward to continuing it so I am in total agreement 

with this and I just want to let you all know it was working well on the West 



 

 

Bank, we were getting a lot of compliments.” 

 

Councilwoman Remondet stated, “I just wanted to add to what everyone else is 

saying, we are saying our roads are getting in good shape but drainage water 

lying on the roads for long periods of time are eroding the roads that have been 

fixed. So, we are sort of throwing good money after bad by constantly having that 

turnover of roads needing to be done because of the drainage water but I totally 

agree with everything you said Mr. Snyder. Thank you.” 

 

Councilman Wright stated, “Thank you and just one more thing, Mr. Snyder if you 

are okay with this, if there is action taken tonight, Jackie can we have this on 

the next agenda for an update from the administration because if there is action 

I don’t want it to get lost in the weeds.” 

 

Councilman Sndyer stated, “I would like to make a motion to direct the 

administration to put in the budget for 2020, a line item for drainage and I 

think there was a couple of line items there with drainage on them but they were 

used, from my understanding they were used to do other things with, so a special 

line item for just drainage, like we have a line item for roads. I would like to 

direct the administration to put a line item in the 2020 budget for a 

comprehensive drainage program and look for funds at a minimum of five hundred 

thousand dollars to fund that line item. That is my motion. Now, I am going to 

appeal to this board to think of what I just said, improve on it if you can, kick 

somethings out if you want to but as long as we can get that thing established 

and get started then that is all that is important.” 

 

MOTION: Councilman Snyder moved and Councilman Madere seconded the motion to 

direct the administration to put a line item in the 2020 budget for a 

comprehensive drainage program and look for funds at a minimum of five hundred 

thousand dollars to fund that line item. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Natalie Robottom – Authorization to enter into an Indemnity and Hold Harmless 

Agreement with the Pontchartrain Levee District for the Annual Independence Day 

Celebration 

 

LaVerne Toombs stated, “This agreement is required by the Levee Board to host the 

Annual Fireworks show. The agreement was sent to Legal Counsel for review and 

deemed legally sufficient.  Administration recommends approval. Also, just as an 

FYI, we did receive an email from the Pontchartrain Levee District informing the 

parish that firework viewers will not be allowed on the levee due to the river 

levels. It is a possibility that it may go down but there is a possibility that 

it won’t. So, they have asked and been in contact now with the parish and also 

the sheriff’s office and I understand that they will be monitoring during the 

firework show. They are suggesting that the viewers be in the parking lot at 

those two locations in Edgard and Reserve. Also, if I may, I know that some of 

the council members have some concerns regarding the fireworks show, if it was 

going to continue, we are going to continue communication, Mr. Perrilloux has 

been speaking with the Coast Guard, also with the Levee District and whomever 

else and keeping us informed in regard to the firework show. So, for the public, 

as well as to you the council, the firework show will continue.” 

 

Councilman Snyder stated, “Yes, you know I think that is a good idea what the 

levee board is doing. I don’t know how many of you people go around the levee 

every day or go on the levee and especially at night when this thing is going on. 

So, this should be a warning to the parents. It is nice to be on the levee during 

the firework show but if one child rolls down that levee and that water is up to 



 

 

the side of the levee on the cement, if one child rolled down that levee you 

might now even know they were down there and they have a lot of people on that 

levee. So, this time of year be really particular where your children are when it 

comes down to things like that because they love going on that levee and watching 

those fireworks.” 

 

MOTION: Councilman Snyder moved and Councilman Sorapuru seconded the motion to 

grant administration authorization to enter into an Indemnity and Hold Harmless 

Agreement with the Pontchartrain Levee District for the Annual Independence Day 

Celebration. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Kurt Becnel/Larry Sorapuru/Lennix Madere – Direct the administration to extend 

the registration deadline for the Summer Recreation Program 

 

LaVerne Toombs stated, “Advertising for Summer Camp registration and employment 

began on April 8th (2 months ago).  Ads were placed on the Parish website, 

distributed to SJP School Board, social media, local newspaper, the government 

access channel and announcements at Council meetings. The original deadline of 

May 10th was extended to June 3rd at noon and camp started yesterday, June 10.   

Running the Summer Camp and establishing deadlines are day-to-day operations 

which fall under the Parish President.  A great deal of time and money is 

expended offering summer camp, transportation and meals and the reason for the 

deadline is to determine an accurate count of participants for hiring and 

purchasing purposes. By law, the hiring process for individuals working with 

children includes processing background checks, drug screenings, and orientation. 

For the safety of the campers, the Parish is obligated to complete this process 

before placing staff with children and this cannot be done in one day. The 

department staff made phone calls to parents on the Westbank from the 

department’s database to inform them of the upcoming deadline. The camp is held 

the same time every year and the public/parents are given notice in enough time 

to properly register their children. It is unfair to the program and parents of 

other campers to treat the West Bank different from the East Bank and it is the 

parent’s responsibility to register their children. I am sure Mr. Watkins has 

some comments since he has been there yesterday.” 

 

Councilman Becnel stated, “First of all let me start off by saying that is a bad 

statement already saying the East Bank or the West Bank or that we are playing 

favoritism. Let me say something to you, to the administration, I as a councilman 

represent the East and the West Bank and I am speaking for both of them right now 

and this motion we are going to do tonight is going to be to direct the 

administration to extend the deadline until June 13th, Thursday and you are going 

to see there are some East Bank people who still want to register. Now, what I 

don’t like, you know all those years for five or six years in a row, we have been 

collecting money the day of. I don’t care how many days we give them notice those 

folks are accustomed to doing this collecting the money on the day of. Last year, 

on the West Bank alone we collected thirty-five hundred dollars that day and we 

have been doing it all these years. So, all of a sudden, this administration, who 

will be exiting and I don’t mean it in a malicious way, it is a fact, they are 

going to be exiting. Why do they want to be like the Grinch who stole Christmas 

and be mean to everybody that is very rude and ugly and Mrs. LaVerne you called 

me Friday and you and I went back and forth, we disagreed on a lot of things and 

some of the things I didn’t like what you said you know to me and I guess some of 

the things you didn’t like that I said to you but let me tell you one thing that 

you did say to me that I did not like but before I get to that let me say this 

before this came up, we wouldn’t be here tonight. Let me tell you what is very 

unprofessional I took the initiative after I talked to LaVerne on Friday, not 

this Friday but the Friday before when Mr. Madere had met with her and I think I 



 

 

talked to her that Monday on the 3rd and I said since you said you are not going 

to change your mind, I said well look let me reach out to the parish president 

and perhaps we can resolve this, you know diplomatically because that is the type 

of person I am. So, I want the record to show and let it state that I called 

Natalie Robottom at 4 something on June the 3rd and I have yet to get a return 

phone call. So, this is why we are up here now because of this, discussing this. 

Now, back to what I was saying earlier, LaVerne you told me you said well look we 

are just not going to extend it and this and that and I said LaVerne but you did 

it all those other years and you told me well I was not aware that we do this, 

you mean this administration? This efficient administration, as they so call it, 

where is your checks and balances? How in the hell you wouldn’t know you are 

collecting money the day of? So, I don’t want to hear that crap. Now, another 

thing LaVerne told me in my discussion which I think wasn’t necessary but I am 

going to say it you told me and it was very upsetting and I hate to use this word 

but that was an asinine statement you made to me, you said you know why you are 

doing this because politics, its political and what I told you, I don’t give a 

rats rear end about politics right now when I am fighting for my constituents and 

you told me oh yea you’re right you kind of like took it back but you shouldn’t 

have said it in the beginning because the one thing nobody messes with me and 

tell me what I am doing is for politics because what I do for politics I have a 

spread sheet with four hundred and twenty-eight entries since I have been a 

councilman. So, I keep my records and I know what I do but you are going to tell 

me I am doing that politically I stand up to anybody and challenge them and show 

them do you want to see what Kurt Becnel did for you. I have an excel spreadsheet 

from January 14, 2016, I track my records but for you to make a statement like 

that to me was very unprofessional. We have twenty-three kids who came yesterday 

to register. One lady told me Councilman what they don’t understand is I have to 

register three kids, it took me a while to raise four hundred and fifty dollars 

and she was a custom to doing that so don’t come here talking about the East Bank 

and the West Bank and if you did it those four years, this administration, we are 

going to continue doing it. I don’t care. This is very unfair and I am going to 

ask my members tonight when I make this motion to extend it to June 13th, because 

like Mr. Madere said a while back we are the governing authority and it also was 

announced two weeks ago that this administration doesn’t like to be told what to 

do. Well, I see that now, but you will be told what to do tonight. I am done.” 

 

Councilman Sorapuru stated, “Mr. Becnel, I can understand why you feel the way 

you feel when it comes down to children, we should never cut children short. I 

got the call from Mr. Becnel and Mr. Madere and I had discussions I think that 

Friday before but we have a number of kids on the East Bank and the West Bank and 

there are a number of parents that are going through some financial distress 

situations and I am not up here to discuss peoples personal business, but when it 

comes down to kids right now with all of the problems that we are having all over 

the nation right now in the different parishes with the things that are going on 

I would not want to see a ten year old kid locked up in their house because the 

parent couldn’t find a babysitter or a place to go. We have a lot of single 

parents right now that are working two jobs. All Mr. Becnel and Mr. Madere were 

trying to signify was let’s pause and not leave any kid behind in St. John Parish 

and I know Mr. Becnel is very frustrated and angry and I know there is a lot more 

that he would like to say about the way we conduct business in St. John Parish 

but I have to totally agree kids, no kid whatever activity that we have and we 

even have some people that are going to financially step up and support the 

parents that fall short on getting these kids into summer camp. So, yes Mr. 

Becnel we will send a signal tonight and these kids will be registered and they 

will go to camp and no kid will be left behind in St. John Parish after tonight I 

can guarantee you that also for my record.” 



 

 

Councilman Wright stated, “I want to thank these gentlemen for putting this on 

the agenda. Mr. Becnel, I certainly will support your motion but I do have just a 

quick comment, I have heard the term several times from administration, 

especially the last eight years but more recently in the last few months about 

the duties fall with the day to day operations under the parish president but I 

just want to remind the administration and I am reading directly from the Charter 

that the parish president shall be responsible for carrying out the policies 

adopted by the parish council. Thank you.” 

 

Councilman Madere stated, “Let me get myself together on this one because I feel 

like a Friday night football game getting ready to take to the players I am fired 

up because this is a no brainer. I was in the school system for thirty-seven 

years and they had a program call ‘No Child Left Behind’. What are we doing? It 

takes a village to raise a child but the village tonight, as far as 

administration, is turning their back on the children. You don’t do that. I 

looked two kids in the eyes yesterday, it was in the back of a car on the West 

Bank, talking to a former student of mine and he talked about he wanted his two 

kids and I asked those two kids, one five years old and one seven, and they told 

me, I want to go to camp. That is all you need to hear is a child say they want 

to go to camp and we are talking about a deadline. You don’t have deadlines on 

children. You don’t have deadlines on trying to protect children, on trying to 

educate them or trying to keep them out of trouble there is no deadline on that. 

We have a deadline on water bill or light bill, stuff like that but when it comes 

to children there is no deadline on that, that is twenty-four seven everybody 

trying to help to help these kids and I am not just talking about black kids, I 

am talking about black kids, white kids or any kids, any kids and don’t talk to 

me about a summer program. I worked in this parish program from 1975 to 1989 

summer camp, twice voted summer camp director for this parish. So, I know how 

these summer camp works. We took kids two weeks before the end of summer camp, 

they paid for the equivalent of two weeks left in the camp. We didn’t turn 

anybody down. Our camp needs kids. A few years ago, we were talking about getting 

the recreation program up and getting the program up, the feeding program up, the 

summer camp program going up we talked about that three years ago, what can we do 

to get the kids in, what can we do to get the kids in. Now we are locking them 

out because of a deadline. Some parents just don’t have the money. You know they 

got a TV show everybody looks at called The Have and The Have Nots, I represent 

the have and the have not and the ones that are trying to get in right now maybe 

a little bit on the have not side. They couldn’t make the deadline but they work 

hard, they worked their but off and they got the money. They want their kid in 

the summer camp. So, why would we turn them down, because of a deadline, a 

deadline and to me there is no explanation and no kind of comments can justify 

not taking these kids in, none. I know I got myself in trouble one time when I 

said I didn’t want to hear what someone had to say on this subject, I really 

don’t want to hear what anyone has to say. All I want you to say is yes, come on 

in. You are welcome. We are going to take care of you and I read some of these 

comments about we have to get the teachers in place, we’ve got to take drug 

screens, like I said I worked from 75 until 98 nobody gave me a drug screening 

test. I worked it every year and I know some of the people still working that 

program they are reliable, dedicated and they wouldn’t mind taking in a child and 

it is twenty-nine total kids on the West Bank and maybe twenty-nine or thirty on 

the East Bank. So, it is not just a West Bank thing. It is parish wide and 

anytime someone makes a comment to try to separate us by Banks you have a 

problem. We are one. One parish. One Recreation Program. One summer program and 

if we all in here about anything we are about the levee, we are about the road, 

we are about the drainage and the asphalt. We should all be about the kids. The 

future politician, parish president, sheriff, directors that is what we should be 



 

 

about and not about a deadline.” 

 

Councilman Snyder stated, “I don’t know how to follow that. Thank you for putting 

this on the agenda, that was awesome. I passed by the recreational facility last 

night and I got feedback and my ears were burning when I heard the same thing 

that there were some kids that got turned around because of the deadline. So, I 

knew it was too late for me to put it on the agenda and I was hoping and trying 

to figure out a way of how I could bring this up tonight and then someone told me 

that you guys had put it on the agenda and I said great, that is good now we can 

definitely discuss and vote on it and there is nothing more depressing then watch 

a kid want something like this and they can’t get it and you look at their face 

when you are at a recreation park. It is just depressing to see that and you 

can’t do a thing about it, but you know something I think we need to get out of 

these offices sometimes and we need to get out there in the streets and see how 

people are living and why some of these things happen the way they are happening. 

That is one thing I used to like about Mr. Labat, he would get out in the 

streets, he didn’t sit in that office over there all the time, he would get out 

there and see what is going on and go look at the equipment and look at people 

fixing the equipment and do things like that. So, I think that is what we need to 

do a little bit more of so that we can get the plight of the people that we are 

working for you know, what are they all about and I think that is where our 

problem is at. We don’t see this. It is like war. We don’t appreciate war because 

half of us, I know I didn’t go to any war but I look at some of the people, I 

know people who have lost their lives, I see people like Mr. Boe and that man had 

been all over the world and jumped out of airplanes and did everything but he is 

past now, but those are the type of people you need to get out there and see. We 

know what they are doing but they got kids out there that need us, they really 

need us and right now with this program we have going on right now, it is a big 

program and if I am not mistaken these people still have to pay four hundred and 

fifty dollars, am I right? They have to pay that to get their kids in there. Why 

not, because of paperwork because now they should’ve been because the deadline 

passed, we just arbitrarily say no the deadline done passed you can’t get in and 

you are going to tell me about this and that down here but the same people work 

these programs every year pretty much, they have been working them for years and 

you know all about them and you know what kind of people they are. So, I am fully 

going to support this, especially with Recreation, you know how I feel about 

Recreation. So, let’s do it.” 

 

LaVerne Toombs stated, “First of all Councilman Snyder, I was a mother, I was a 

single mother. So, I understand the importance of summer camp and raising 

children on a very minimum wage however; we began to work on summer camp starting 

in January and we have improved the summer camp tremendously, to the point that 

we went and visited the summer camp in St. Charles Parish because we wanted to 

see what is it that we are doing or not doing and so with that being said, if you 

check about St. Charles Parish, they charge $400.00, they have early 

registration, their late registration is an additional $50.00 and they also have 

a deadline, they have two and they end theirs three weeks before their summer 

camp. The other reason why we decided to do this and I am sure that you are 

taking a dull ear to it and have already made your decision but I think it is 

important that you know the efforts that administration has made in reference to 

the summer camp and the reason why we decided to have a deadline and that is very 

simple because of the fact that we were hiring more staff then we had children 

and so what we decided to do and based on the conversation we had in St. Charles 

Parish, is look at how we can cut back because Robert can tell you based upon the 

numbers that we spent a hundred and twelve thousand dollars on our summer camp 

and not saying the fact that we want to short change our children, not because of 



 

 

the fact that we are shutting the doors on our children. I am a mother. The 

parish president is a mother. She was very involved with her children, just as I 

was, as well as our CFO. So, again when it comes to our children, I believe that 

we gave every opportunity for the parents to register their children. The first 

deadline was May 10th and then we extended it to June 3rd. So, you can’t say that 

we were mean spirited or that we were shutting the doors, we even made phone 

calls to the people on the West Bank just to remind them of the deadline and not 

only that because of the fact that the summer camp costs us $112,000.00, we began 

to look at okay, how can we become more or greater stewards of tax payers 

dollars. So, what we decided to do was to have a deadline and find out the number 

of children that we were going to have so that we can hire the accurate amount of 

staff per the ratio of children that would be attending and that is the reason 

why we did that. We did not do that to be mean spirited or shut the doors on the 

children. As our parish president, if I am not mistaken, was an educator in the 

school system for thirty years, who no more loves children then the parish 

president as well as myself and to Councilman Snyder as far as making comments 

about the fact that we are behind our desk, I just want to clarify that because 

that is not the case, not with me. I am out in the parish. I go to the Recreation 

Department. I go to the different departments. I go to Public Works and 

Utilities, all of the departments, so I am out there. I drive around the parish 

and I make notes during the weekend all the directors hear from me all the time 

so I know what is going on out there. So, no I am not always behind a desk and I 

wasn’t always in this position, nor was I always thirteen years in the Senators 

office. So, I was one of those constituents at one time, so with that being said 

I am extremely compassionate because I wasn’t always in this leadership type of 

position. So, again I just want to make it very clear Councilman Becnel that we 

are not mean spirited and of course you and I made some comments but I just want 

to put it on the record in regards to your comments with using profanity and 

being extremely unprofessional to me and I believe in that conversation I said 

that I was going to hang up if you continued to talk to me that way. If you want 

to put me on the record, I will put you on the record as well. So, if our CFO 

would like to make comments in reference to the financial part and the reason why 

we did what we did then I would be more or I am sure he will be able to comment 

on that.” 

 

Councilwoman Hotard Gaudet stated, “I guess the biggest problem that I see here 

and Michael I am glad you brought that up with the Charter, I think I have the 

Charter memorized, so that was in my notes to point out that the council does set 

policy and procedure and the job of the administration is to carry out the 

policies and procedures that we set but the biggest problem that I see and Kurt 

touched on it, is that we have been allowing this deviation from the policy every 

year. We have allowed parents to register their children that day. So, we have 

actually, or the parish administration has acted in that deviation so it was 

reasonable to believe or for these parents to believe that they could continue to 

bring their kids on the first day of camp and register their children. If the 

parish administration was going to all of a sudden no longer deviate from their 

own policy, it should have been communicated in advance so that those parents 

would know that what had been accepted now. So, I don’t think it is fair to, I 

can’t even say change the rule in the middle of the game because the 

administration has been deviating from this policy. So, and what is even more 

concerning is that when the council members brought it up to the administration 

that they didn’t just accept the kid’s enrollment at the time. We have talked for 

an hour. We are going to instruct you, once Kurt makes his motion, to register 

these kids in summer camp, so that they don’t miss out on summer camp and because 

those parents were allowed to bring those kids the day of whether or not they 

should follow the deadlines or not, the administration hasn’t followed the 



 

 

deadline. So, now we are telling the parents that you need to do something that 

the administration did not do. That would not be fair if you want to make the 

change for next year but like Kurt said everybody is exiting. So, again it is 

unfortunate that we have had to spend an hour talking about this because it is 

going to get done because it is the right thing to do. So, those are my comments. 

Kurt, I await your motion so that we can vote on it and move on and these kids 

can be reassured that they will be able to participate in the summer camp program 

being enrolled on the very same day that they were enrolled all the other years 

prior to this one. Thank you.” 

 

Councilman Malik stated, “I think that at the end of the day, well I know what is 

going to happen just from listening.” 

 

Councilman Madere stated, “You see I am sitting back and listen and analyze a lot 

of things and when I hear certain things that you try to compare kids to I have a 

problem. You mentioned about it costs the summer camp $112,000.00. We lost 

$150,000.00 on the Andouille Festival. We didn’t mention that. When we talk about 

the Andouille Festival, it is always necessary, we always are going to lose money 

on the Andouille Festival because we are helping people in the community. Well 

fine I don’t have a problem with that. I support the Andouille Festival but I 

definitely support the kids of St. John the Baptist Parish. In fact, supporting 

them is a savings based on the Andouille Festival, so don’t make those kinds of 

comments comparing kids to a festival. On the 4th of July we are going to blow up 

$50,000.00, everybody loves that. We are going to blow up $50,000.00, boom but we 

won’t let the kids come in cause of money because we have so much work to do. We 

got to hire extra people, we have to screen this and screen that. How about let’s 

hear the screams of the kids who say they want to go to summer camp. How about 

listen to that scream and let’s stop talking about money when we are talking 

about the welfare of kids. Every child’s life in this parish, what I was taught 

in the school system they said you can talk and talk if you save one you did your 

job. So, if we save one kid from the streets by allowing them to come to this 

summer camp we have done our job and I don’t want to hear any more comparisons 

about money and children, you don’t put the two in the same category. Children’s 

lives are worth more than any amount of money that this parish can spend and it 

is an insult to even to discuss this about money and the children put in the same 

category.” 

 

Robert Figuero stated, “Just to clarify some of the comments that were made and 

so that everyone can kind of see where this was coming from. So, because this is 

my first year getting involved with all of these programs, it is my job and my 

responsibility to take a look at all of these programs and how to make them more 

efficient and I can assure you and Councilman Madere I completely agree with you, 

you can’t compare money when it comes to children. I 100% agree with you there 

but I can assure you this was never about trying to ex out any children at all. 

As a matter of fact, from the time we started speaking about this it was a matter 

of how can we be more efficient? How can we spend the money more wisely and more 

efficiently and make sure that every single child that was in the camp last year 

got into the camp this year? We attempted to make phone calls. We grabbed our 

list. We made those phone calls to try and contact all of these parents that 

registered their children late and that hadn’t registered their children to let 

them know that we needed to set a deadline and the reason for the deadline 

initially was because again it was about how many people you are going to hire. 

Last year when we ran the numbers we realized we had a lot more counselors than 

we really needed. We almost had fifteen more counselors than we actually needed. 

So, again we could have been more efficient if we would have had the accurate 

number ahead of time we can be a lot more efficient by supplying the same service 



 

 

that we have supplied in the past. Same thing with the materials, again we were 

over buying for arts and crafts and we ended up losing a lot of that stuff at the 

end of the year because we didn’t have as many kids as we thought we did. So, 

again from an efficiency stand point that is what my goal was. My goal was how 

can we be more efficient with the summer camp program and one of the things when 

we spoke to other summer camps where we needed to keep those hard deadlines and 

the reason why you have those deadlines is so that you can prepare and hire the 

correct amount of people to make sure that again from a risk stand point again if 

we have so many more four or five year old’s we need to have the appropriate 

people managing those four year old’s because again put an 18 year old with a 4 

year old might not be a great idea, maybe you need somebody a little more mature. 

So, again the purpose of this was never to exile any child. The purpose was to be 

as efficient as we could and to make sure that we had the correct staff in place 

and to maximize actual summer camp. Again, Councilman Madere I see you shaking 

your head and I agree with you this was never about trying to compare or to put a 

price tag on a child’s life or their summer. I completely agree with you. No 

argument there but again just so you all understand and again Councilman Becnel 

you said in the past this hasn’t happened where did it come from before well 

again I look at it a little different and I do things a little bit different then 

the past CFO’s apparently. So, every time a program comes up I am just taking a 

look at it and saying how can we be more efficient and again it was never, never 

as a matter of fact you can look at all of my numbers and all of my numbers the 

projections had the same amount of students that we had last year. So, we planned 

on having every single summer camper back, the concept was can we be more 

efficient. How can we be more efficient and cut some costs where we can cut some 

costs instead of having I think the ratio last year was roughly 3 children to 

every camp counselor when most camps are around 7 to 8 per counselor. So, that is 

what we were trying to get to but again you can’t possibly know that if you don’t 

know the number of children. So, there was the intent. I know there are a lot of 

emotions going on around here. I just wanted to kind of clarify and support the 

CAO that our intent was never, never to exile any children. We were trying to be 

more efficient. If we errored in that case then I will be the first one to say we 

errored but that was the initial intent.” 

 

Councilman Wright asked, “Mr. Figuero, what’s this program cost the parish every 

year?” 

 

Robert Figuero stated, “Roughly between $110,000.00 and $120,000.00.” 

 

Councilman Wright stated, “Okay, not saying this was the intent of the 

administration, but this is the reality and this is what happened. I think if we 

want to take about being efficient let’s look at efficiencies across the board. 

You know there are ways of preventing something like this from happening. You can 

look to hire standby staff where they are not guaranteed a job but they are on 

standby but I also think too that it is hypocritical that this falls on the same 

meeting that the administration requested almost $85,000.00 in additional 

engineering fees for unforeseen construction related costs due to a major 

project. So, when I look at the minimal amount from $110,000.00 to $120,000.00 a 

year, I appreciate the efficiencies but that is a drop in the bucket and the 

difference in the cost is a drop in the bucket. So, if we want to be efficient 

let’s be efficient across the board but let’s not penalize the children which 

this did and in reality, did penalize the kids.” 

 

Councilman Becnel stated, “I am going to say this because this is still mine. 

Just like they have a song out right now that says I don’t know if I am living my 

best life but I am not going to go back and forth with this administration one 



 

 

way or the other but I am going to tell you this. Basically, we wouldn’t be up 

here if you had followed the rules and accepted them like you had been accepting 

it all those other years then all of a sudden, yes Mrs. LaVerne, it is making you 

all look like the Grinch that stole Christmas, because the parents are accustomed 

to paying it that day, if the administration is exiting why would you be worried 

about that right now, let the next administration set the deadline and as far as 

what you said to me you know when I put this on the agenda where was it written 

in the rules and the laws that you had to call me. If you didn’t call me I 

wouldn’t have had to use profanity and I will never apologize for using profanity 

for fighting for the rights of my constituents on the East or the West Bank. You 

think I used profanity, if that is what you said, but you said you were going to 

hang up. You didn’t hang up you stayed on the phone with me long enough.” 

 

LaVerne Toombs interrupting, “Because I am a professional.” 

 

Councilman Becnel stated, “Yeah, right, you a professional alright, keep 

believing that you here yeah in your imaginary world but I am going to say this 

to you, you think I used profanity towards you, ask my boss when I got off of the 

phone. Right now, my middle toe is hurting I kicked my desk chair so hard I 

almost fell to the floor that is how mad I was with you calling me and disturbing 

me. They got a phrase beware of the dog that don’t bark, well you made this dog 

bark because you didn’t have a right to call me you should just accept what, you 

know what it is you didn’t like it because we were directing the administration 

to do this and I don’t care what you say and I will go on record, you say I am 

unprofessional or whatever so be it, I am proud of who I am because like I told 

you and I will raise it up again 428 entries people. Kurt Becnel knows what he is 

doing. Now, on that note if nobody else has anything else to say. I am going to 

make a motion.” 

 

Councilman Madere stated, “I worked these summer camps and I know supplies. 

Supplies are not the issue because any supplies we had left over the person that 

was in charge of that particular group he had to count it, inventory it, mark it, 

pack it and put it in the warehouse and every summer when I ran that summer camp 

I got my same box, my same supplies I had left over so it is not like you are 

buying supplies year after year and throwing it away and if it was something that 

could not be saved we gave it to the kids because it is their tax money. It 

belongs to them. So, don’t tell me about money and that because I ran that 

program in Garyville. So, I know what I am talking about. What I know from the 

loss of these camps, the kids that were in my summer camp in Garyville, they are 

grown men and women now and they still talk about that summer camp because they 

went somewhere and they learned and they had fun and they appreciated everything 

that we did for them and they are grown men and women. I wish some of them were 

here tonight and they would tell you how that camp in Garyville was run and if 

you want to see how it was run come by my house I will show you all the trophies 

on the wall from Garyville summer camp and program. I will show you. I don’t have 

to tell you I can show you. I should have brought it here. If anybody wants to 

come to my house I will show it to them. When you reach out to these kids and you 

get involved with these kids they learn they appreciate you and they love you 

back and they don’t forget you were instrumental in their life. They don’t forget 

that. They never will and it wasn’t about money or nothing like that. When I ran 

the summer camp and when I taught school it was all about love for the 

individuals nothing but that and what we will show tonight is nothing but love 

for the children of St. John the Baptist Parish by getting them in the summer 

camp and I don’t want to talk about it anymore.” 

 

Councilman Malik stated, “I think in the future it should be understood that with 



 

 

this council is that this has absolutely nothing to do with financials, this has 

everything to do with ensuring that our children collectively throughout the 

parish are taken care of. This is an important program. We have a large 

population that this would adversely affect for several reasons. So, Mr. Becnel.” 

 

Councilman Becnel stated, “With that being said, I would like to make the motion 

to extend the deadline to Thursday, June 13th for the summer camp for both the 

East and West Bank kids who want to register and instruct the administration to 

please bring the forms to both sites tomorrow. So that is my motion to extend it 

until Thursday, no let’s do Friday, June 14th to register. So, does everybody 

understand the motion?” 

 

MOTION: Councilman Becnel moved and Councilman Madere seconded the motion to 

direct the administration to extend the registration deadline for the Summer 

Recreation Program to Friday, June 14th, 2019 for the East Bank and the West 

Bank. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

DEPARTMENT/ENGINEER REPORTS:  

 
Councilwoman Remondet asked, “I would like to suspend the rules to move up my 

item with Mr. Glen Bourg, it is a very short discussion and I would like to 

give him the opportunity to get that done earlier.” 

 

MOTION: Councilwoman Remondet moved and Councilwoman Hotard Gaudet seconded 

the motion to suspend the rules to move up the item Julia Remondet – Glen 

Bourg – CN Railroad issues/concerns. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Julia Remondet – Glen Bourg – CN Railroad issues/concerns 

 

Glen Bourg, 277 W. 7th Street, Reserve, stated, “Thank you Mrs. Remondet for 

allowing me to address this and before I start just in case anybody says well I 

am living next to a railroad I had that choice. I am 58 years old. I have been 

living by the railroad track just about 57 years of my life and I never had any 

problems except I live a little bit closer to them. Now, as years went by they 

would park the engines by my house, especially during the summer time, and shut 

them off. Winter time, they would come put them over the winter time and it would 

come on and off it was automatic to where it would start, keep it a little warm 

and it would shut back down. The only problem I had in the winter time is that 

when they did it the smoke came out and whether it was going to Riverside Academy 

when they had school or whatever way the wind was blowing you got smoke, if you 

came to my house then I had smoke coming to my house but what is happening now 

is, which I do have a video that I did send Mrs. Remondet, I had six engines 

parked by my house, five of them were running full blast, not just regular 

running, running full blast where if I want to do anything in my backyard there 

is no way I can do anything. I know there is a noise ordinance but I can keep 

calling the Sheriff’s Office but of course then I am always complaining and 

complaining but there is a noise ordinance and after a period of time and these 

engines are running all night long. Now, the problem is Globalplex is right down 

the street, a comment was made that they wanted to park the engines closer to 

railroad depo, well the railroad depo with Globalplex is a lot closer, there is 

no one living there, there is no one around, there is no resident. If they are 

going to let the engines run they need to move them to out of the residential 

areas and get them away from my house. I can’t have my grandkids during the day, 

this thing is so loud, if I want to play any kind of music I would have to go 

louder than them, then the neighbors would be complaining because you have the 

noise from the engine and the noise from me playing the music. All I am asking 

is, it is time for the railroad, Canadian National, to move their engines away 



 

 

from us, away from the community or if they shut them down, shut them down and 

don’t run them period. I don’t have a problem with them parking there. I have a 

problem with them running them there. It doesn’t need to happen and it has gotten 

worse and worse until I couldn’t take it anymore because I had a barbeque one 

time and the engine was so loud I had to move my stuff and put it on the other 

side of my house because you couldn’t even hear each other talk. I work days and 

I call CN when I get home and there is an answering service. I used to call about 

the arms staying down and the bell just dinging and dinging, well they fixed that 

part, it doesn’t do that anymore, but now they call me back during the day and 

they say well is it there now, no it isn’t they only put them there in the 

afternoon, other than that they are running the trains like they are supposed to. 

So, I keep calling and calling and I keep leaving my messages and they call me 

back and say well if it is not happening now we can’t do anything about it. Well, 

I am asking you all to support Mrs. Julia because it is not just me, you have 

Riverside Academy that is right there, at night, you talked tonight about kids 

for over an hour well I am going to talk to you about kids now, we have a 

recreation center right there. We have all these engines running so loud, we 

don’t need that at the recreation center where kids are trying to play baseball. 

There is a baseball park right next to the railroad track. They need go park 

there stuff somewhere else, no smoke, no noise, the kids can have their fun, the 

umpires can hear when they say strike or whatever but this is just too loud. It 

is ridiculous. I am asking you to do something to where they either shut them 

down or move them and move them in an area where there are no residents and I am 

sure, I got a phone call from Mr. Steven Guidry he is in full support of it. I 

know the first thing they are going to tell you all is that they have to fuel the 

engines because it is right there next to Railroad Avenue. Well fuel them and 

move them, I don’t have a problem with that. I am hoping you can help me because 

otherwise, I will continue calling and I will continue talking to Mrs. Julia with 

the problems I am having and if you want I can forward or Julia can forward the 

audio that I have of how loud these engines are. One isn’t bad but when five of 

them are running full blast you can’t do anything. Now, I will give you one other 

thing that I can say good about the railroad, during the day when they are coming 

through their whistle is blowing, it doesn’t bother me at night I am used to it, 

but they don’t blow their whistles that loud, it is very low and they respect us 

when they are coming through the parish where I live at but when they are coming 

through at 2:00 AM they know there is nobody there, but they have to blow it, but 

they don’t go full blast, they do it during the day but not at night. So, if they 

can work with us on that and work with us on the crossing they should sure as 

hell work with us on moving the trains. So, I appreciate you listening to me.” 

 

Councilwoman Remondet stated, “There is just one thing that I wanted to add, he 

mentioned fueling the engines, well when you are talking about fueling several 

engines right where there is a school, a playground and a church that is right at 

the end of W. 10th and Railroad Ave. that they have by the school and what not 

for children right there, is this the best place to do that. Things have changed 

too much, that is an active road with a lot of children and not just children 

from St. John, people from other communities that come in that area for baseball 

games and things like that and I know he mentioned about the noise but I know 

safety is a concern, they blow their whistles to let you know they are coming but 

there are two horns on every engine, so it is not just blowing forward, it is 

blowing from the back end too. I can hear when they are in Garyville pretty much. 

You can hear it in the distance. It will not stop for well over an hour and a 

half to me it should let up at some point at least give us a break but it is 

endless and there is a no blow zone that you can file with the federal government 

or with CN to try and prohibit some of that. He said he is used to it. I have 

insomnia I am never used to that, the minute you go to sleep there comes the 



 

 

horn, it is outrageous, I think it is an overkill. I believe in safety but it is 

a little bit much. So, I would like to see us do that as well.” 

 

Councilman Madere stated, “Mrs. Remondet told me about this agenda item on the 

phone and I relayed to her that I was getting ready to put something on the 

agenda concerning the railroad but it wasn’t about the noise, it was about Mrs. 

Hotard had mentioned a few years ago how the railroad blocked the crossing at 

certain times and I experienced that Monday of last week. I am going down Central 

and the track was blocked, you couldn’t even see where the front of the engine 

was at on Central. So, I decided I am going to ride further down and cross well 

that trip took me all the way to W. 19th Street and when I got there the back of 

the train was still beyond that, now I would have to go back and measure how long 

that is but I know it is well over a mile or close to two miles. On Central I 

didn’t even see the front of the train it was just parked there and I go to try 

to find the end of it and I get to W. 19th Street, I might as well go to 

Garyville because that is how long that was and I think that is extremely too 

many cars on the track at one time I don’t what the requirement is or the federal 

requirement is but to be parked there for over 10 to 15 minutes is my concern and 

then to hear about the noise factor and then fueling engines in an area where 

there are residents, a school and a playground, if a spark happens or an 

explosion happens and you have all these big tanks there it is going to be a big 

problem. So, it looks like to me that they should move these things to an area 

where you have the least populated area and they aren’t a lot of houses at, but 

they do have areas on that track where they can fuel at a much safer location 

then what they are doing. My concern was when I took that trip and I didn’t plan 

on site seeing in the parish but I ended up past W. 19th Street.” 

 

LaVerne Toombs stated, “I did receive an email from Councilwoman Remondet on 

yesterday regarding this matter. Mr. Kindrick and I have established a 

relationship with KCS as well as CN so I forwarded your email to our 

representative unfortunately he is on vacation and will be back on next week and 

so I will follow up. Also, just a heads up, Mr. Kindrick met with KCS on last 

week in regards to some other issues that you all had brought to administrations 

attention regarding drainage and overgrown vegetation so they are going to be 

doing a tour, I think sometime in the next couple of weeks as well as with CN so 

hopefully we can get all these matters addressed since we now have a person that 

we can work with directly.” 

 

Councilman Sorapuru stated, “This is a definite nuisance and safety issue that we 

are facing. Mr. Bourg, do you have a list of the time and dates that this parking 

was going on?” 

 

Glen Bourg stated, “It happens every evening.” 

 

Councilman Sorapuru asked, “Okay, could you keep track of that until 

administration gets together with the railroad and can you forward the 

information to Mr. Travis Perrilloux and Mr. Perrilloux have you got any calls 

besides Mr. Bourg, on any of this happening?” 

 

Travis Perrilloux stated, “I have not but this has been ongoing for years now.” 

 

Councilman Sorapuru stated, “I know when I first got on the council there was a 

lot of trash and debris and left over construction material that they had left on 

the side of the railroad track in front of the school and that was a problem and 

we finally got them to clean it up but we definitely will be working to try to 

address this.” 



 

 

Councilman Malik stated, “Let me say very quickly, this is something that was 

brought up to Sen. Cassidy which goes back to January, Congressman Graves so 

there is a lot of stuff going on and unfortunately St. John the Baptist Parish is 

not the only parish in the state of Louisiana with problems with railroads. We 

border the railroads. So, I think that a collaborative attack if you will between 

all these other parishes and our federal representatives and state 

representatives but as long as they are willing to play fair and do somethings I 

think that will be beneficial to us all.” 

 

Councilman Perrilloux asked, “Just quickly, Julia do you think we need a 

Resolution or draft a letter from the council or just wait for Mrs. Toombs to 

come back with the information on the railroad?” 

 

Councilwoman Remondet stated, “I would like to see us do a Resolution.” 

 

Councilman Perrilloux stated, “Because the last time I called Kennedy’s office 

and he sent a representative down and they had a meeting in the conference room 

with him. So, however you want to proceed we can put it on the next agenda.” 

 

LaVerne Toombs stated, “If I may, Congressman Cedric Richmond had a meeting I 

guess about four weeks ago maybe longer where he had asked representatives from 

the different parishes to attend this meeting with a number of railroads. It was 

very effective and so just know that he is on top of this and when I had an issue 

where I wasn’t getting a response from CN I emailed his staffer and they then 

contact their lobbyist with their particular railway and I got immediate 

response. So, they are on top of it and so again if you would allow the 

administration the opportunity to get a response back if we don’t get a response 

back quickly I can contact the Congressman’s office and then you all then can 

choose to prepare a Resolution and we can forward it to the railroad but also to 

his office as well.” 

 

Councilwoman Remondet stated, “I would just ask LaVerne to please do that for us 

and we will put it back on the agenda for next week to see and on the next agenda 

if you don’t mind.” 

         

Lennix Madere – (Carry Over 05-28-19) Explanation of the process of putting down 

and picking up Speed Bumps throughout the Parish 

 

Councilman Madere stated, “Okay, I put this on the agenda the last meeting and 

the meeting lasted so long it didn’t get to the intended people out in the 

community. I just wanted to make sure that the people in, throughout the Parish 

understand the process of picking up and placing Speed Bumps and removing Speed 

Bumps. Cuz somewhere down the line they get confused that the Council have the 

authority to put speed bumps down or to pick them up. And there is a process that 

must go through it. Now the council do support anyone in their District, I’m 

pretty sure that wants speed bumps, just like I support anyone in the District 

that want to have them removed. But you have to go through a process, it’s not 

simply me making a phone call to Mr. Verdell or making a phone call for Mr. 

Verdell to put them down. Okay, it’s strictly in that hands of the individuals 

who live down the street, okay to put speed bumps down and to remove speed bumps. 

So, if you don’t mind, could you go over that process you know for the benefit of 

the citizens of St. John the Baptist Parish?” 

 

Rene Pastorek stated, “Sure. So, the process for placement or removal of the 

Speed Bump is in Section 40-27 of the Code of Ordinances. That process does start 

with citizens, they can come to the Planning & Zoning Department, fill out an 



 

 

application, that’s either going to be you know places that they want a speed 

bump installed at a specific address or at specific locations that they want 

removed. With that information, sometimes people already do get signatures within 

their street, we actually recommend that you just come in and give us an 

application. Cuz what we do is we produce a map, we measure the 300 feet within 

either direction of the speed bump, whether it’s being installed or removed, and 

then we give you a list of all property owners within those 300 feet either 

direction. These signatures are going to have to be obtained in either situation, 

must be 75% of the property owners within those feet or tenants (there was 

actually an Ordinance that Councilman Snyder put forth a couple of years ago, so 

it can be tenants to) so we verify that. With the water bills, we don’t give out 

people’s water bills we just verify it, you know and so we give that information 

to you, you go get your signatures you bring it back, once we verify it’s in 

compliance with the code, we you know move it through the process through Public 

Safety, through the Sheriff’s Office, and Public Works for installation or 

removal.” 

 

Councilman Madere stated, “Okay and usually the amount of time depend on how 

quickly the signatures are secured? You know as far of replacement or removal?”  

 

Rene Pastorek stated, “Yes.” 

 

Councilman Madere stated, “Okay. I just wanted to make sure that the citizens of 

St. John the Parish understand the process and I know they will, and it’s not the 

will of the Council to direct Public Works to put down speed bumps or to remove 

speed bumps. Like I said, I support either way it goes, because they are the 

individuals that live in those subdivisions, live down those streets, you know so 

they have the right to determine or decide, you know if they want them in and 

that’s done by signature of the homeowners. Okay so I just wanted to make sure it 

got that straight. Thank you.” 

 

Councilman Snyder stated, “I’m glad you put that on the agenda Mr. Madere, 

because I wrote up a work order today to have some speed bumps put down, but I 

need to find out this...the street by our Recreation Center, REGALA back there, 

is that public or is that private streets? Does anybody know off hand? Is that 

our street?” 

 

Jackie Landeche, Council Secretary stated, “REGALA’s ours.” 

 

Councilman Malik stated, “REGALA’s ours.” 

 

Councilman Snyder stated, “Right! We need to find that out. We need some speed 

bumps there. We’ve been lucky, because it’s a good highway and when that traffic 

gets off over there by the Vo-Tech School, (I still say Vo-Tech, I’m sorry), when 

that traffic gets off over there and those people be going West, they pass there 

sometime kind of fast. And our kids be crossing that street all the time and they 

go a little bit too fast I think. Before they used to park there, now they don’t 

park there anymore, I think the Recreation Department really put a band on that, 

so and kids used to run in between cars. So, I wrote it up today we need to find 

out if that’s our property, private property, or that’s public property. Cuz I 

think we need to put speed bumps on that street to slow that thing down. 

Especially if it’s just areas between those ball parks, cuz it’s an issue. Okay, 

like I say I wrote it up today, could you find that out for me whether that’s 

public property or private property and what it belongs to? How much of it is 

ours?” 

 



 

 

Rene Pastorek stated, “I can have... 

 

Councilman Snyder interrupting stated, “Or how much of it is ours, yeah?” 

 

Rene Pastorek stated, “I can do that, but I terms of placement of speed bumps on 

roads without this process, I’d have to defer to Public Works.”  

 

Councilman Snyder stated, “Yeah that’s no problem, but if it’s our property and 

we decide to put speed bumps down there, we can do it! Am I right? Because we’re 

the only tenants, as far as I’m concerned.” 

 

Rene Pastorek stated, “Like I said, I’d defer to Public Works.” 

 

Councilman Snyder stated, “Okay, I know they’ll put them down it got to go 

through them. But I need to know the process, I know the process, but I need to 

know not unless it’s private property or not see. So, we can get some put down, 

that’s a safety concern. It just takes one kid.” 

 

Councilman Becnel stated, “I’m glad you brought that up Mr. Madere, cuz we could 

use the example that I did looking on my spreadsheet on March 25, 2019, Nia 

Sanders and them, on behalf of Park Place, they followed protocol and they got 

all the signatures and they’re going through the process, so they’re almost done 

so I just wanted to let Mr. Madere know, that it requires a lot of signatures you 

know and she did a good job. Everybody went over there and she got all the 

signatures and they complied with everything. So, I’m sure Rene, they’re almost 

in the final stages, right?” 

 

Rene Pastorek stated, “Absolutely.” 

 

Councilman Becnel stated, “Okay, so... 

 

Rene Pastorek stated, “And just to reintegrate what, and also Councilman Madere 

you know and to citizens. When you do want to place a speed bump or to remove 

one, come to our office fill out the application first...   

 

Councilman Becnel interrupting stated, “And that’s what she did in the 

beginning.” 

 

Rene Pastorek stated, “Because what happens is you get all these signatures, 

sometimes it’s farther than 300 feet and they get frustrated... 

 

Councilman Becnel interrupting stated, “Right because she... 

 

Rene Pastorek stated, “And we don’t want you to get frustrated... 

 

Councilman Becnel interrupting stated, “Because what she did, she went around and 

get signatures first, then I explained to her after you called me and then she 

went to you and everything, so you see it’s not a fast, fast process because 

March 25th it began and eventually it’s going to happen. So, I just wanted to 

point that out since we were on that subject. Thank you, Rene.” 

 

Kurt Becnel/Larry Sorapuru/Lennix Madere – (Carry Over 05-28-19) Discussion 

regarding the replacement of the old West Bank Community Center 

 

This item will be carried over to the next meeting. 

 



 

 

Rene Pastorek – Presentation on the Place-Based Investment Loan Program 

 

Rene Pastorek stated, “I just have a handout for you all as well. So, I’m just 

going to give a brief presentation on a new program being put forth by the 

Parish. It’s entitled the Place-Based Investment Loan Program. Place-Based 

Planning or Investment, is basically the investing and spending of resources or 

directing policy towards specific place, the betterment of place, you know 

there’s walkability, transportation options, resilient, green infrastructure, 

landscaping, esthetics, everything you can imagine, you know to better the place 

and quality of life for residents. So, these are things that the Parish has been 

on taking for several years and many of you have been a part of these projects. 

You know things like the Historic Preservation Program, the LA SAFE Airline and 

Main Complete Streets Project, the Belle Terre Streetscape and Storm Water 

Management Enhancements (which you all authorized RFQ today), the Transportation 

Plan for LaPlace. But with all these projects underway, and we’re in a unique 

opportunity to also promote or develop incentives for private property owners to 

enhance their property, in alignment or in accordance with these goals, really to 

leverage capacity and leverage the investments made in these projects and 

policies. So what we’re proposing to offer or what will be offered launching this 

summer, are 0% interest loans (with 40% forgivable) and key target corridors of 

the Parish, (that’s going to be our Major Corridor Overlay District), that’s 

Airline Highway, Belle Terre, Highway 51, and Woodland Drive, and our Historic 

Districts, that’s River Road on the West Bank, that’s the Garyville Historic 

District, and the Reserve Historic District. Projects that would be funded under 

this program: include Demolition and Replacement of Commercial Signs, so let’s 

say you have an outdated sign on Airline Highway like a pole sign, the loan would 

fund demolition of that sign or replacement with monument sign with landscaping, 

something to really improve the character of the site. Another type of project 

would be Parking Lot Reduction and in accordance with our recent parking 

amendment, so you know we have lower parking requirements, so reduce the pavement 

on site and replace that with green infrastructure, green space, landscaping, 

anything to improve drainage on the site. So, you know a lot of our code we 

mentioned several meetings ago, you know was written in the 80s, we updated that 

a year or two ago to lower our parking requirements in accordance with modern 

practices, you know a lot of online shopping has lowered those requirements, we 

have a chance now to reduce the parking on site and really improve drainage. And 

then finally for site improvements for Commercial Historic Structures within 

Historic Districts, so we have a you know ton of Historic Structures parish wide, 

many of them are in need of exterior improvements, funding these types of 

projects and really revitalize the historic areas, you know think of museums, 

Streeting,  Garyville, you know River Road and the West Bank, there’s a lot of 

Historic Properties that are in need of kind of face lift, and these are assets 

for the Parish, so this program can fund that as well. In your packet you’ll just 

see maps of these Districts, if anyone you know the public, or you all are not 

aware of these Districts, you can find a Historic District Maps online, we’re 

going to have you know more of this with the outreach for the launching of the 

Program, and then our Major Corridor District, like I said is Airline Highway, 

Highway 51, Belle Terre, and Woodland Drive. In terms of where this funding is 

coming from, the CDBG/Isaac Program, had a Small Business Loan Program, repayment 

of those loans per the contract with South Central Planning, we have Mr. Cullen 

Curole here, who will be helping administer these funds. That contract for with 

the repayments, those actually go back to South Central Planning to administer a 

Revolving Loan Fund in the Parish, so we’ve been working, myself, LaVerne, along 

with various members of our staff in Planning and Zoning, Economic Development, 

Administration, to develop this program (this is in line with best practices 

nationwide). And like I said, you know in the past several years there’s been a 



 

 

lot of improvements in resilient infrastructure projects, policies, and this is 

really just a way to just incentivize private development in accordance with 

those programs.” 

 

Councilman Malik stated, “I have a quick question for you sir. I’m looking at the 

map of the major corridors, which essentially, it’s 51, all of Belle Terre, all 

of every state highway in the Parish it would appear for excluding, anyway. When 

you exit 209, we have 80 Million Dollars, worth of Hotels and there’s the entire 

area looks blighted, within one particular building I think. Which unfortunately, 

it doesn’t seem to be a lot that we can do with that particular area.”     

  

Rene Pastorek stated, “So this loan program would/could can be used in that area, 

I think they’re specifically referring to Highway 51 and interstate, this is part 

of that corridor, so I need these projects if illegible would be able to be 

funded.” 

 

Councilman Malik stated, “Okay so, anyway I think we should speak about this 

thing a little bit more in depth. But would this also include vegetation?” 

 

Rene Pastorek stated, “Yes. So, the signage can include landscaping, reduction of 

parking can be landscaping, green infrastructure, anything like...  

 

Councilman Malik interrupting stated, “Okay good. Because with regards to Exit 

209, and that area as soon as you get off the Interstate and you start heading 

into LaPlace, it doesn’t look appealing. And it doesn’t matter how much money 

that our residents are pouring into their hotels, it still looks bad. And quite 

frankly there should be a partnership. At the end of the day even if they you 

know who cares how many shrubberies they have around their hotels you know, if 

they have one too many, you know the/we don’t need to bother those people about 

that. But anyway good!” 

 

Councilman Wright stated, “Thank you. Rene I just want to thank you for putting 

this on the agenda and presenting it, I think it’s a great project and I look 

forward to starting it!” 

 

LaVerne Toombs stated, “Yes and, you know I think it’s extremely important if the 

Council could help us identify small businesses in those particular Districts. As 

you all know, with our Small Business Loan Grant Program, we had Five Million 

Dollars and we’re only able to loan out a little bit under a Million Dollars. So, 

with the loans that were able to as Mr. Pastorek stated, that the funding that 

we’re receiving from the loans that are being paid back, I think we have a little 

bit of maybe about Three Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars. So, it only you know 

we’re only are going to be able to do so many, it all depends on the cost of the 

sign, or the parking lot or the façade, but again we have to start somewhere. And 

we’re thankful to have South Central Planning who’s going to continue to assist 

us with this, which is part of their contract, which we didn’t have to come 

before Council, because their contract expires in 2024. So, with that being said, 

we will begin the marketing, we begin to do some outreach to the small to the 

businesses in the Parish and encourage them to apply for these loans. And if we 

run out of funding, as people continue to pay on their loans, this is money that 

we’ll continue to get. I believe for the next 5 years, or longer?” 

 

Cullen Curole commented from the audience it’s 5 to 7 years.     

 

LaVerne Toombs stated, “It’s 5 to 7 years, so this will go on after this 

Administration.” 



 

 

Rene Pastorek stated, “And we also have Mr. Ben Billings here with GCR who is 

going to be doing some outreach for this program as well.” 

 

Councilman Malik stated, “Okay well thank you.” 

Councilman Snyder asked, “So what part does South Central Planning play into 

this? Would they be managing the loans?” 

 

LaVerne Toombs stated, “Yes, they’ll be managing our Revolving Loan. Which is 

part of their contract. And their contract, they manage our Small Business Loan 

Program, and they knew when they developed this contract that the loans would 

have to be paid back, and so we had to come up with creative ways to come up with 

a Revolving Loan component, and so they were already contracted to manage that 

Revolving Program. Which they will be the Underwriters on these loans.”  

 

Councilman Snyder asked, “They are going be the Underwriters?” 

 

LaVerne Toombs stated, “Yes sir. Cuz they already have experience in doing this 

with our Small Grant Loan Program, and of course they have their own loans 

through South Central Planning.” 

 

Councilman Snyder asked, “Who had their own…through South Central Planning?” 

 

LaVerne Toombs stated, “Yeah, they loan funds out to small businesses.” 

 

Councilman Snyder asked, “Oh yeah, oh yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah. Well you know cuz 

I, I was just thinking about that we had a, I think we had a program through 

them, we tried to get some loans through South Central Planning, our Waste Water 

System I think. But anyhow, does this just apply to anyone of our major areas, 

any building on our major areas all business on our major areas or just historic 

sites?” 

 

Rene Pastorek stated, “So the facade improvements for Commercial Historic 

Structures, that is only obviously for Historic Structures in the Parish... 

 

Councilman Snyder stated, “Okay.” 

 

Rene Pastorek stated, “All the other types of projects are eligible to 

businesses, existing non-profits, any basically any site within these corridors. 

Well you know.” 

 

Councilman Snyder stated, “Well great!” 

 

LaVerne Toombs stated, “And I think what makes this program very enticing is the 

fact that it’s 60/40. So, if they complete their project over a period of time, 

which I think is 3 years, then 40% of that will be forgiven. But they have to... 

  

Councilman Snyder interrupting asked, “40% will be forgiven at 0% interest?” 

 

LaVerne Toombs stated, “Yes sir that is correct.” 

 

Councilman Snyder stated, “Geese amazing. I’m a start me a business like that!”   

 

LaVerne Toombs stated, “Originally we were proposing to forgive the entire loan. 

But again, if we want to continue this program for years to come, we decided to 

go ahead and do the 60/40. So, 40% of it will be forgiven and they will then pay 

the other 60%.” 



 

 

Councilman Snyder asked, “Do you have any idea how much more money we’re going to 

have on hand at any time? Or is it down here some place?” 

 

LaVerne Toombs stated, “We have as I stated earlier, we have about three hundred 

and fifty thousand dollars, unless Cullen have more money if we were able to more 

people pay... 

 

Councilman Snyder interrupting asked, “So what’s the maximum we could have on 

hand?” 

 

Rene Pastorek stated, “The range is $5,000 to a maximum of $50,000 projects.” 

 

Councilman Snyder asked, “That’s the loan amount?” 

 

LaVerne Toombs stated, “Yes sir.” 

 

Councilman Snyder asked, “What you’re saying?” 

 

LaVerne Toombs stated, “But it all depends on how the loans are being paid back 

from the Small Business Loan Program.” 

 

Councilman Snyder stated, “See there is no cap on the amount we can borrow?” 

 

Rene Pastorek stated, “No. So the maximum loan that the program will give is 

$50,000, it doesn’t mean it has to be a $50,000 project. But okay... 

 

Councilman Snyder interrupting stated, “Oh okay.” 

 

LaVerne Toombs stated, “But the only amount of money that we’ve received from the 

loans that’s been paid back from the million dollars from the Small Business Loan 

Program... 

 

Councilman Snyder interrupting stated, “That’s what I’m talking about. The 

million dollars is the CAP! Okay.” 

 

Rene Pastorek stated, “Oh I see yeah!” 

 

LaVerne Toombs stated, “Yeah! But with, with interest.” 

 

Councilman Snyder stated, “Yeah. 0% interest!” 

 

LaVerne Toombs stated, “Right, interest in reference to the Million Dollars. 

There was interest on those dollars, but it won’t be interest on these dollars.” 

 

Councilman Snyder stated, “Okay.” 

 

Rene Pastorek stated, “And this is some, this type of project is similar to 

projects you know run throughout the state and nation. And the idea is that, when 

we set up a project like this, one I said its Place-Based Investment, we’re 

investing in projects and improvements that are going to have a lasting impact on 

target corridors of the area, but should there be other funding or grants 

available, we could easily apply and continue and administration of this type of 

project.” 

 

Councilman Sorapuru stated, “Yes you mentioned a number of businesses, would this 

include rental property if a building is in the Historical District and it’s 



 

 

listed on the National Register, and it could be converted into a livable home 

for somebody to live in, would that building qualify?” 

 

Rene Pastorek stated, “No. So for this purpose, it would be commercial in a sense 

that it’s zoned commercial for like retail, or like a restaurant or something. I 

think you’re probably familiar with the State Tax Credit Program, which it does 

actually allow you to use that for rental property. But no, this is for like 

traditionally commercial zoned properties like in the Parish.” 

Councilman Sorapuru stated, “Cuz I would think that along the River Road on both 

sides of the river and I know we probably have a lot, 70% of the older homes on 

that river road are or can be listed on the National Register, and especially 

with the number of tourist that’s coming in to the communities and driving on 

river road for the Bonfire Fest and the Andouille Fest, and all the things that’s 

projected to happen in the River Parish area, include Tourist Commission, they’re 

promoting some activities that’s going to happen with boats coming up the river. 

So, I would hope that we could tie in to like regular sessions like maybe 

quarterly we would have and target certain areas and help and promote that area, 

especially with blighted property we have, some of the houses that could or can 

be listed on the National Register to make that contribution towards preservation 

and tie the monies in to that if we can also. You know!” 

 

Rene Pastorek stated, “Right. And so, for the Outreach with GCR, we do plan some 

community meetings for specific... 

 

Councilman Sorapuru interrupting stated, “Yes!” 

  

Rene Pastorek stated, “Way to this program, again this is more of an Economic 

Development Program, so the funds are geared toward Commercial Businesses, 

they’re going to have a larger tax and economic development impacts to these 

Districts, but I think that’s a great idea to you know look for other sources of 

funds, and outreach and education to you know how we can renovate and revitalize 

the you know the residential structures of the Parish as well.”     

 

Councilman Sorapuru stated, “And you, your Historical District that’s put in 

place, I think that maybe we should relax people little bit to understand that 

the District is not dictating to people what colors you’re paint the buildings 

and all that. I think it’s, some people think we’re trying to do the French 

Quarter take over with telling people what they can or cannot do with their 

property. So, if you could clear that up a lil bit, you know get people to relax 

and understand that, you know it’s not going to be a tight, tight restrictions on 

what you can do with an older structure, and I understand that the Historical 

District is not being funded, you have no funds coming to that Commission?” 

 

Rene Pastorek stated, “It’s not meant to be funded, but as you all know since you 

all voted on the Establishment of the Historic Districts of the Parish, we’re 

unique in the sense and we’ve gotten a lot of the claims for this, actually that 

we have protected about 800 Historic Structures, but at demolition review only, 

most Historic Districts are like the French Quarter where they’re going through 

this full design review, Councilwoman Remondet and I worked on that with the 

Study Committee. Many of you all met as well, and you know the idea was that at 

the minimum you have to get approval to demolish your entire house, but you are 

now are eligible for tax credits, so, that was the idea, which many of those 

structures are referencing art.” 

 

Councilman Sorapuru stated, “Thank you.” 

 



 

 

Councilman Madere stated, “Yes, so you said this loan is really for the 

Historical District of Businesses?”  

 

Rene Pastorek stated, “It’s for it’s not just for Historic Districts, the areas 

that projects are (I’m sorry to cut you off like that).” 

 

Councilman Madere stated, “Go head, go head, go head.” 

 

Rene Pastorek stated, “It’s a basically in the Historic Districts and the major 

corridor of the Parish. One of the projects funded is for facade improvements or 

exterior improvements to a Historical Structure, but it’s also you know re-

pavement of parking lots and reduction of parking for flooding purposes or 

management, and then also sign improvements.” 

 

Councilman Madere stated, “Okay and there’s no limitation as to what type of 

business, is eligible for this?” 

 

Rene Pastorek stated, “Nope!” 

 

Councilman Madere stated, “Okay cuz in my area I have you know, a few grocery 

stores, I also have a few Historical Taverns you know, like people go and have 

their little spirit in the afternoon. You know so those, they also eligible for 

that money for improvement along the river road.” 

 

Rene Pastorek stated, “Yes. Improvements to the building, it’s lasting and it has 

a visual impact to the residents and [INAUDIBLE]. 

 

Councilman Madere stated, “Right. I just want to make sure that you know that 

they’re aware that they also are eligible, cuz sometime people have this stigma 

of a certain type of business are not eligible for these types of program. It’s 

not always just the lil grocery stores and stuff like that you know, so I just 

want to make sure to get that out. And I also agree with Mr. Sorapuru that, along 

that Historical District although you identified a lot of homes and everything, 

and some are not occupied and we have to do something to preserve those homes, 

because if we don’t, they just going to continue to deteriorate and instead of 

enhancing the Historical District it’s going to devalue it. You know so we have 

to find some money or someway to preserve those type of buildings. Okay, thank 

you.”   

   

Lennix Madere – Update on drainage throughout the Parish 

 

Councilman Madere stated, “Okay, Mr. Verdell you don’t have to come all the way 

up to the mic for this one. Because Mr. Snyder, I think did a good job in the 

presentation he made about the Ordinance and everything, and I would like to say 

again, Mr. Verdell and his department have done a tremendous job with the limited 

amount of money that they have and limited amount of workers that they have all 

the work that they have to do, cuz now it’s grass cutting season and everything 

and a…I know some people not promised (I know he said he’s going to do certain 

things in certain areas) but, we just have to be a little patient till he have 

the time to get to them, but I know he’s going to complete every one of those 

projects he mentioned to us, and I just want to commend him and his guys again 

for working hard in that area.”  

 

Lennix Madere – Update on abandoned houses throughout the Parish 

 

Councilman Madere stated, “Okay. Nah, the only way we’re going to handle that 



 

 

situation as far as abandoned houses, okay, because I get these reports you know 

that they’re doing this and they’re in this phase and that phase, and then it 

stays like that. You know for years and years in those phases. Didn’t we have a 

program we received some money one time for tearing down houses?” 

 

Rene Pastorek stated, “That was the CDBG Program... 

 

Councilman Madere interrupting stated, “Yeah I just want to hold that thought on 

that one I’m going to come back on that one. What I think we need to do them, at 

your convenience, not mine, cuz I’m retired I’m off every day. Okay except when 

that phone ring then I go to work. You pick the day and the time, and I’ll pick 

you up and I’ll show you what I’m talking about. Okay, instead of telling it to 

you at the mic, or having it on a piece of paper, I want to actually show you the 

condition of some of these places I’m talking about, and we’re always talking 

about the safety concern of the residents in the neighborhood, okay I’m a show 

you, bring you to some areas and I’m not going to say, I’m a let you tell me what 

you think and what you see. And I’ve been an opponent of getting out of the 

office and told that to your predecessor, Ms. Alex Carter, I took her before, in 

fact we got in a little disagreement one time and she asked me to bring her back 

to the office and I brought her back and she say (I’m sorry Mr. Madere, let’s go 

back I told her to get out.) Okay cuz once you then turned me off, we don’t need 

to go back. Okay, get out and let’s move on. But I want to show you what I’m 

talking about. Okay, show you what I’m talking about want you to see what I see. 

Okay, and tell me you know, is it right! Okay, is it right! That’s what I’m 

concerned about, is it right! Okay, I’m not going name the lady, who sent me a 

letter after we had one of these meetings concerning abandoned houses next to 

houses and everything. And she told me in an email, okay, that I was absolutely 

right, cuz a person who have a $45,000 home, have just as much right to live next 

door to a house that’s not falling down, as it is for a person who live in the 

neighborhood where they have a $500,000 home, okay and in those areas you not 

going to find some of the things I’m going to show you. Okay and some of these 

people work just as hard, you understand, for their property and their money and 

their house and they deserve the right to live next door to something that’s not 

horrible. Okay, and I’m going show you, okay come out these offices and take a 

ride, I’m a show you some horrible sites, okay, and let you speak to the people 

who talked to me. And let them tell you how they feel. Okay, cuz I get the phone 

calls over and over again and I told them, like I say, the one that bothered me 

the most when I first got in office, Mr. Cal Keller, asked me the first day I got 

on the job about tearing the house down next to his house. We tore it down 6 

months after he died. Okay and that was from 2012 to 2016, okay we got to find a 

better process in taking care of this, and I think the best way is to actually 

show you what I’m talking about. So whatever day you want to take that ride, okay 

if you want to schedule it tonight or you want to call me, just let me know.” 

 

Rene Pastorek stated, “I’ll call you tomorrow.” 

 

Councilman Madere stated, “Okay, thank you.” 

 

Councilman Malik stated, “If you could call him fairly quickly, because a lot of 

the houses he’s going to show you have been sitting abandoned since...  

 

Councilman Madere stated, “Long time.” 

 

Councilman Malik stated, “Yeah over 3 years well over 3 years.” 

 

LaVerne Toombs interrupting stated, “If I may, if I may...you know of course 



 

 

we’re no different than any other municipality that deals with a lot of blight 

and abandoned properties. One of the recommendations that I would make to the 

Council is to consider and Ordinance regarding, how do you go about dealing with 

blighted properties. I don’t believe that we have anything like that in place, I 

know that Mr. Green is very familiar with that policy, I think he worked on that 

with the City of New Orleans when he was with HANO, and with the City of New 

Orleans who may be able to enlighten the Council in reference to how to go about 

drawing an Ordinance up in reference to how to address blight. So again, when you 

talk about you know abandoned or blighted properties, right now we don’t have 

anything in place other than what we have presently, but it doesn’t really deal 

with blighted properties. So that’s just a thought, to you all to possibly 

consider. And as I stated, Mr. Green is the expert when it comes to that, because 

he’s already written such policies.” 

 

Councilman Malik stated, “We have a policy on blighted property, we’ve picked up 

some adjudicated, well that’s you know... 

 

Rene Pastorek stated, “We don’t have an Ordinance that deals specifically with 

blight provisions, we have Ordinances that deal with hazardous and safe 

structures. So, a lot of times, and I’m sure Councilman Madere is going to get my 

opinion off line about all of that but, a lot of times there when many cities and 

communities or other types of Ordinances... 

 

Councilman Malik interrupting stated, “No I understand and pardon (I don’t mean 

to cut you off but, I will) but, part of part of what I said earlier about 

discussing some properties deals with that. And it’s a defining thing so that we 

can eliminate some obstacles, alright.” 

 

Rene Pastorek stated, “And I remember discussing that property with you... 

  

Councilman Malik interrupting stated, “Yeah!” 

 

Rene Pastorek stated, “And we just don’t have those provisions currently... 

 

Councilman Malik interrupting stated, “Well we’re going to you know what? We’re 

going to get a little bit creative, okay so! 

 

Rene Pastorek stated, “And I believe that’s you know!”  

 

Councilman Malik interrupting stated, “Yeah. We’ll get the Lawyers involved and 

never mind, I’m going to behave myself.” 

 

Councilman Madere stated, “Yes. We have something in place, okay we say we split 

hazard and we say blighted, dangerous and hazardous. If it’s dangerous and 

hazardous, you better believe it’s blighted it don’t look good! Okay, so we split 

in half when we talking about this hand and the left hand, okay? It’s the same, 

in my eye site it’s the same thing. Because a house that’s about ready to fall 

down with a hole in it, you understand, and the doors and windows all busted out, 

that definitely classified as blighted, it’s definitely classified as abandoned, 

it’s definitely classified as an eyesore, it’s definitely classified as unsafe 

and hazardous, okay so we have something in place and we just won’t split halves 

on why it’s like this or why it’s like that. Okay, what I’m talking about and the 

property that I’m going to show you, it’s all that in one bag. Everything that 

you want to put is in that one bag. And I also know in the Ordinance got (I do my 

research), Ms. Robottom have the authority by Ordinance, within 24 hours of a 

house that’s hazardous, in danger, public safety and everything, within 24 hours 



 

 

to notify the owners and after 25 hours of notifying the owners, she can order 

that house to be taken down by any means necessary, that include hiring a 

contractor or directing any department, any department to do it. Okay, any 

department, that mean Public Works, Utilities, you understand? Even your 

department. Okay, it says department. Okay and I read it! She has the right in 24 

hours to take it down, and two (2) structures that I’m going to take you to, you 

understand, you will not want to walk in them. Because they’re that dangerous, 

that hazardous, you understand? And, my job and I think the job of 

Administration, when you have those type of properties, we’re supposed to act to 

protect the citizens. And also, at one time, they had a they asked the Parish, 

the Parish actually wanted to make the guy move out of his house to tear it down. 

And somebody told me that’s not true. Oh, I have the papers, and the letter the 

Parish sent to him. Ordering him to vacate his house so they could tear it down. 

Okay and I’m not going to tell you what he told me to tell the Parish, you 

understand, but it was something concerning his foot okay, you add the rest. 

Okay, but he was actually living in the house. The houses I’m talking about, no 

one live there, okay and when I show you these houses they’re going to cover 

evert aspect of what you’re talking about and every aspect of what the Parish 

already have in place. Within 24 hours by any means necessary, any department we 

can have it torn down. Thank you.”   

 

Councilwoman Hotard Gaudet stated, “Thank you, I’m actually a little bit taken 

back by the fact that Administration is saying that, we don’t have an Ordinance 

to address blights specifically. They are Ordinances in place that address (and I 

know because I introduced and passed them) Junk Vehicle Ordinances, Grass 

Violation, I amended it twice; one to address repeat offenders, the second I 

actually reduced the height, because I had an Administrator go out with the ruler 

and tell me that it wasn’t the grass it was weeds, and the weeds were maybe 24 

inches, but the grass wasn’t quite as high. So, I amended that, so I’ve 

introduced those Ordinances, but what I’m taken back from is we may not have an 

Ordinance that’s specifically says blight, but every...  

 

LaVerne Toombs interrupting stated, “Properties!” 

 

Councilwoman Hotard Gaudet commented I’m sorry... 

 

LaVerne Toombs stated, “Properties!” 

 

Councilwoman Hotard Gaudet stated, “Blighted properties... 

 

LaVerne Toombs interrupting stated, “Yes.” 

 

Councilwoman Hotard Gaudet stated, “But every other meeting, this Administration 

makes recommendations and introduces Ordinances that they see fit to assist the 

efficiency of the day to day operations of the Parish. And if all of these 

Ordinances that we have introduced and have been passed and like I said, I’m very 

familiar, because as I see a problem I will introduce Legislation because I 

understand I’m a Legislature. So, I introduce the Legislation to get it passed to 

address it. And we’ve been talking about those other problems, blight or 

something that’s not a junk vehicle, that’s not grass a grass violation, that’s 

not in imminent danger of collapse, and so if there was something else that 

needed to be in the Ordinance, to properly enforce it, I would think that we 

would have gotten that recommendation just as we get any other recommendation for 

anything else. Because who’s best to tell us what you need to do your job, but 

then the people who are out there doing it on a day to day basis. And as I 

stated, we do address the concerns when you need them, at any time you could put 



 

 

together an Ordinance to tackle it. And you know this Administration have been in 

place for a very long time, so it concerns me that know all of a sudden, we don’t 

have an Ordinance to address blighted properties. So, what I would like the 

administration to do, is to prepare an ordinance just as we have ordinances 

tonight to be introduced, I think there’s two from Administration, and every 

meeting we have ordinances, then put that one forward for us to consider. Because 

at least some of the changes that I know that needed to be made, I’ve made them, 

but not all of the things that we know are problematic in your department, and I 

know you just got there. But if we have never had something to address this 

specific thing, but we’ve addressed all of these other things that contribute to 

blight, so there’s obviously a loop hole or a gap, something’s missing and what 

we have bring it forward and get it done. But to say we don’t have it on the 

books, when you all are very capable of introducing ordinances, it’s just not 

acceptable. It’s not really efficient, that seems like that’s been the buzz word 

tonight is ‘Efficiency’, but it seems like we’re absent of it. So I’d like for 

you all to come forward, if you’re saying you can’t take care of these blighted 

properties, but we can address the junk vehicles, we actually used some of the I 

believe you used ‘debris’, things like that if there certain amount of trash in 

front of the house, because I’ve seen things written up for that, but this is the 

first I’m really hearing that there’s some specific language and it’s not in an 

ordinance that you all need that we believe to enforce something. I would think 

that we would have put that in place by now. So, I’d like to make that request 

that you bring forward something, to address these issues because it’s not being 

covered in all of the ordinances that we have. That would be my request, thank 

you.” 

     

Councilman Sorapuru stated, “Yes Jackie, that was a very good point, and Ms. 

Toombs you tied it in correctly on the blighted properties. We tied in to the 

adjudicated properties, I think I spoke about this a couple of months/a couple of 

weeks ago. But the number of adjudicated properties we have on the books, and we 

want to talk about efficiency, we are going talk about spending money, we spent 

$108,000 cutting grass on adjudicated properties that we own that are in the 

possession of the Parish. That dog should have been hunting 10 years ago, 10 

years ago! We’ve got over 1200 pieces of property I think that’s trying to be 

adjudicated to property to the Parish, and I think Mr., Keith, I think you 

mentioned you had 200 that’s ready to go right now, on the books? So those things 

should be the priority. Where we’re spending money, I know we shuffle paper we 

put all kind of Ordinances on the books, we got rules and regulations and grass, 

blighted, Mr. Madere should have a used car lot in his front yard he wants to 

pick up every abandoned car on the highway. But a, the priority needs to be 

looked at how we’re spending money on something we can make a difference with as 

quickly as possible. And I would start with the adjudicated properties that we 

are spending that $108,000, we can send a lot of kids to a lot of camps with that 

money.” 

 

Councilman Snyder stated, “Well yeah Mr. Madere, thank you for putting that out 

there and Ms. Gaudet, thank you for kind of putting that thing in perspective. 

Cuz I think we do have enough on our books right now that we can do something 

about this blighted property, and it may not be one Ordinance that’s written to 

cover the whole gambit of issues we have with blighted property, but there are 

things on our/in our ordinance that we can use and take care of some of the 

blighted property you know. Ms. Gaudet mentioned some things about issues that we 

have with the grass and abandoned cars, and I know we also passed an Ordinance 

about graffiti, all of those things there that make up blighted property. So, we 

got some issues we got some avenues we can take to go fight blighted property, I 

really think if we really want to do it. But you know something, we’ve said this 



 

 

before and if we would work together, these last three years if we would work 

together and see something that needs to be changed, see something that can help 

us out, do it! You know, we write our Ordinance, you guys deal with them every 

day the Administration, you see things that might need to be tweaked, then do it! 

Talk to us, bring it to you bring all these other ordinance, every two weeks we 

got ordinances over there to pass you know. So, there’s some things I think as a 

matter of fact your department did a lot of ordinance last three, two or three 

years, you know trying to get things better with many areas in the Parish that 

need to be looked at as far as Planning & Zoning is concerned. So, look, and I 

think she is right on the head, if you see something that need to be done, any 

department any department, bring it to us let’s talk about it. You can’t, I don’t 

know if some of these departments is afraid to go to the Parish President, or 

afraid they might not say; Nah she doesn’t want that, or something like that. 

Hey, you live here too! Most of you people that lives here in this parish, if you 

see something that needs to be changed, bring it, bring it to one of us talk to 

one of us! You know and let’s see if we can do it to make things better. That’s 

it.”  

 

Larry Sorapuru – Discussion regarding security for all parish buildings 

 

This item was removed from the agenda. It is already listed under Executive 

Session. 

 

Larry Sorapuru – Discussion regarding Parish Health Insurance – Employee premiums 

 

This item will be carried over to the next meeting. 

 

Larry Snyder – Charter review update and discussion 

 

Councilman Snyder stated, “You know I asked you if I could let this stay on the 

agenda as a standing item on the agenda. Because I really think we need to at 

least look at it and get some dialogue about it. I have asked the Parish 

President to discuss this with a lady that does this type of work, and I haven’t 

gotten any response back yet, I don’t think the lady contacted the Parish 

President yet, I’m not quite sure. I know we sent her a note asking her what was 

the update on that. So, I just want to let you know I want it to stay on the 

agenda, I think we’ve decided we want to stay on the agenda and maybe when the 

Parish President come back in the next two weeks, she may have an update from 

that Consultant on leading us in that discussion. That’s it, unless someone else 

got something to say on it.” 

 

MOTION: Councilman Perrilloux moved and Councilman Snyder seconded the motion to 

go into Executive Session to discussion Nolan Carmouche vs. Shell Oil Company, et 

al. The motion passed with Councilman Madere absent. 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

  

Parish Buildings – Security 

 

Nolan Carmouche vs. Shell Oil Company, et al. 

 

Any and all pending legal matters 

 

MOTION: Councilman Perrilloux moved and Councilwoman Remondet seconded the motion 

to go back into regular session. The motion passed with Councilmen Madere, Snyder 

and Sorapuru absent. 

 



 

 

Councilwoman Hotard Gaudet stated, “There is no action taken as a result of 

Executive Session at this time.” 

 

INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES: 

 

Notice of Public Meeting 

 

 Notice is hereby given that at its meeting to be held on Tuesday, 

 July 23, 2019 at 6:30 PM in the Council Chambers, St. John the  

 Baptist Parish Government Complex, 1811 W. Airline Hwy, LaPlace, 

 Louisiana, St. John the Baptist Parish Council, plans to consider 

 adopting a resolution ordering and calling an election to be held  

 in the Parish of St. John the Baptist to authorize the  

 rededication and extension of one or more ad valorem taxes  

 currently being levied in said Parish. 

 

19-18 An ordinance to rescind Ordinance 87-76, which reads, an  

 ordinance requiring all applicants for electric power service 

 to obtain a receipt from the St. John the Baptist Parish  

 Utilities indicating that they have applied for water services 

 prior to LP&L granting electric service to the unit.  

 (J. Hotard Gaudet)  

 

19-19 An ordinance amending ordinance 19-13 relative to the annual  

 operating budgets for St. John the Baptist Parish General Fund, 

 Special Revenue Funds, Enterprise Funds and Capital Project Funds 

 for the fiscal year beginning January 1, 2019 and ending December 

 31, 2019 (N. Robottom) 

 

19-20 An ordinance granting approval to further extend the valid period 

 of time of Conditional Subdivision Approval for an additional  

 twelve (12) months for Belle Terre Commercial Subdivision, Phase  

 I, Parcel B, Lots 4-22; Parcel C, Lots 2, 3 & 6-9; and Parcel  

 DS-4; Phase 2, Parcel B, Lots 23-49; and Parcel C, Lots 10-44;  

 and Phase 3, Parcel D, Lots 1-39; Parcel E, Lots 1-42; Parcel 

 DS-2; and Parcel DS-3; all situated in Sections 69 and 70,  

 T-11-S, R-7-E, Southeast District of Louisiana, east of the  

 Mississippi River, LaPlace, St. John the Baptist Parish,  

 Louisiana; which were granted conditional approval on June 12,  

 2007 (Ordinance No. 07-33) and October 9, 2007 (Ordinance No.  

 07-65) (N. Robottom) 

 

19-21 An ordinance to declare Part of Lot 2, Block 10, Woodland  

 Plantation Subdivision, LaPlace as surplus property and to  

 authorize the advertisement and sale of said property. 

 (N. Robottom)  

 

PRESIDENT REPORT 

 

There was no report. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

  

At 9:15 PM, Councilwoman Hotard Gaudet moved and Councilman Perrilloux seconded 

the motion to adjourn. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

/s/Thomas Malik             /s/Jackie Landeche  

COUNCIL CHAIRMAN                      COUNCIL SECRETARY   



 

 

 

 

The meeting can be viewed in its entirety at www.sjbparish.com. 

http://www.sjbparish.com/

