
 
 

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST PARISH COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 27th, 2009 
CHAIR RONNIE SMITH 

VICE CHAIR CHERYL MILLET  
 
The Council of the Parish of St. John the Baptist, State of Louisiana, 
met in Regular Session in the Joel McTopy Chambers, LaPlace, Louisiana 
on Tuesday, October 27, 2009, at 6:30 PM. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
PRESENT AT ROLL CALL: Charles Julien, Councilman District III, Darnel 
C. Usry, Councilwoman District V, Richard “Dale” Wolfe, Councilman-at-
Large, Div. A, Ronnie Smith, Councilman District VI, Danny Millet, 
Councilman District II, Jaclyn Hotard, Councilwoman District IV, Steve 
Lee, Councilman-at-Large, Div. B, Cheryl Millet, Councilwoman District 
VII 
 
ABSENT: Haston Lewis 
 
Councilman Julien led the Prayer. Councilwoman Hotard led the Pledge.  
 
Legal Counsels Jeff Perilloux, Barry Landry and Kerry Brown were 
present. 
 
Cheryl Millet/Kay Wilkins/Jacqueline Chadwick – Presentation – American 
Red Cross – Southeast Louisiana Chapter 
 
Bill Salmor, Emergency Services Director with the American Red Cross of 
Southeast Louisiana, stated, “Jacqueline Chadwick is our coordinator of 
faith based and government programs. As you know the Southeast 
Louisiana Chapter has enjoyed a close working relationship with St. 
John Parish for many years. From First Aid, CPR and disaster education 
and outreach to supporting military families, to helping those affected 
by disaster the Red Cross had been in St. John Parish for over 93 
years. Last fiscal year, from July of 2008 to June of 2009, in St. John 
Parish our chapter assisted over 157 individuals affected by local 
disasters such as house fires, floods, tornado’s, etc. We fed over 
25,000 meals and snacks during Hurricane Gustav within the parish. We 
assisted 48 military families in crisis. We trained over 280 people in 
life saving skills. We gave 51 community disaster education 
presentations. We will continue to be there due to the support of the 
local community and the council and the government. Moving forward the 
Southeast Louisiana Chapter stands ready to respond to disasters of all 
sizes. We have dedicated volunteers, in fact one of our volunteers 
Frank is in the back, responding to pretty much all of the fires in St. 
John Parish. So if you go to a house fire and we are there, Frank is 
probably there with you. It is volunteers like Frank that really are 
the arm of the Red Cross providing services in the community. We have 
several hundred volunteers also within other regions of the chapter 
that can support and thousands nation wide that can also come in and 
support during large disasters. When a local disaster strikes we ensure 
that affected families have immediate food, clothes, shelter, medical 
and mental health needs until the long term recovery of the family is 



identified. In addition to responding to disasters, we continue to 
provide around the clock support for local military families that have 
experienced crisis and need to contact loved ones in the military 
around the world. One of our big things lately is creating a culture of 
preparedness. We want to make sure that everybody in the community is 
prepared to respond to a disaster. We work with our local government, 
non-profit partners and our business partners to ensure that everybody 
has the information that they need to develop their own personal 
disaster preparedness plan. It is critical that everyone have a plan. 
The current fiscal year that we are in, since July we partner with 
Arsella Mental Company to do two events. In July we did an event at 
Home Depot in which we distributed disaster preparedness information 
and first aid kits to over 700 people. There were other agencies there, 
the library, emergency preparedness and the governor’s office of 
homeland security. A second event which occurred last week for fire 
safety month in which we went out around the facility itself with 
employees from the plant to distribute fire safety information and 
disaster and flu preparedness information as well. Our mission is to 
help people prevent, prepare for and respond to emergencies. We thank 
St. John Parish for the support and partnership through the years. We 
look forward to continuing the partnership and to call St. John Parish 
our home, as we have for a long time.” 
 
Jacqueline Chadwick stated, “We wanted to of course thank Councilwoman 
Millet for the invitation, as well as Jackie. We want to just extend to 
the parish that we want to work with the parish outside of Hurricane 
Season. We have a lot of people who think that the American Red Cross 
is really only very active during Hurricane Season but that is not the 
case. We have fires, floods, tornadoes, etc. What we want to do as a 
chapter and on behalf of our CEO we want to work with the parish. We 
want to work neighborhood groups, schools, businesses, organizations, 
faith based organizations and government agencies on building a culture 
of preparedness like Bill referenced. So in order to do that we need 
your assistance and that is part of my job through Bill and our CEO, 
Kay Wilkens, to work with the parish throughout the entire year and not 
waiting until June when Hurricane Season begins. So we would like to 
thank you and hopefully we will be working together throughout the 
year.” 
 
Councilwoman Millet stated, “I want to thank you very much for coming 
to explain the services that you do provide for us. That is basically 
the reason why I asked you to come so that the public would know how 
vital the Red Cross is to our parish. Thank you for your continued 
support.” 
 
Julia Remondet, Director of Economic Development, stated, “I just 
wanted to make everyone aware that the Red Cross did assist us for the 
Andouille Festival. They provided a first aid station at one end of the 
festival grounds and Acadian at the other. I want to thank them for 
doing that. It was very cold this year. We appreciate that you did come 
out and assist us for the weekend.” 
 
Councilman Julien stated, “I too would like to thank the Red Cross. 
Frank is coming up. He is always around. He is always working hard for 
us and I just want him to know that we do appreciate your work and we 
want to thank you.” 
 



Councilman Smith stated, “Mrs. Chadwick I know you don’t want us to 
think that you are only here for hurricanes. I will tell you this. I 
rubbed shoulders with Frank and several other people throughout the 
hurricanes day in and day out and I promise you, you do not know the 
work that these volunteers do. The key word there is volunteers. They 
are not getting paid. So not only to Mrs. Chadwick and Mr. Salmor but 
Speedy, and I am going to call you that because we are friends, I want 
to thank you for the time that you dedicate not only to Red Cross but 
to our parish to make it a safer place to live. Thank you.” 
 
Jeff Brooks – Federal Appropriations update 
 
The above item will be carried over to the next agenda. 
 
Consent Agenda  
 
Items:  Approval of Minutes October 13, 2009, Regular Meeting; Added to 
the consent - Permit Approval – WSJ High School – Homecoming Parade – 
10-30-09 from 1:00 – 2:00 PM; Permit Approval – RA High School – Pep 
Rally/Bonfire – 10-29-09 from 6:30 PM – 10:00 PM; Permit Approval – 
Halloween Block Party – 10-31-09 from 7:00 – 10:00 PM. 
 
MOTION: Councilman Julien moved and Councilman Lee seconded the motion 
to approve the amended consent agenda consisting of the approval of 
Minutes October 13, 2009, Regular Meeting; Added to the consent - 
Permit Approval – WSJ High School – Homecoming Parade – 10-30-09 from 
1:00 – 2:00 PM; Permit Approval – RA High School – Pep Rally/Bonfire – 
10-29-09 from 6:30 PM – 10:00 PM; Permit Approval – Halloween Block 
Party – 10-31-09 from 7:00 – 10:00 PM. The motion passed with 
Councilman Lewis absent. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING ON ORDINANCES: 
 
There were no ordinances. 
 
INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES: 
 
09-36 An ordinance introducing the Annual Operating Budgets for the  
 St. John the Baptist Parish General Fund, Special Revenue Funds,  
 Enterprise Funds and Parishwide Sewerage Construction Fund for  
 the fiscal year beginning January 1, 2010 and ending December 
 31, 2010. (P. McTopy) 
 
09-37 An ordinance to amend Section 26:156 of the St. John Parish Code 
 of Ordinances as follows: Culvert Permit (D. Wolfe) 
                                        
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 
Councilwoman Millet stated, “The insurance committee met today at 5:45 
and I would ask that this council ratify the actions taken during that 
committee meeting.” 
 
MOTION: Councilwoman Usry moved and Councilman Millet seconded the 
motion to accept the recommendation of the insurance committee. The 
committee approved to accept the recommendation of administration and 
go with United Healthcare plan 70-E for our active employees and the 



retirees without Medicare Parts A & B, approved Humana Health Insurance 
PFFS for our retirees with Medicare Parts A & B, accepted the 
recommendation of administration and renew with The Guardian for the 
parishes Dental Insurance, accepted the recommendation of 
administration and renew with SunLife for the parishes life insurance, 
approved to re-appoint Natalie Tatje as our Agent of Record for the 
Health Insurance, approved to re-appoint Natalie Tatje as our Agent of 
Record for the retiree health insurance, approved to re-appoint Frank 
Smith as the Agent of Record for the parish Life Insurance and upon the 
recommendation of administration approved Charles Kennedy is the Agent 
of Record for the parish dental insurance. The motion passed with 6 
yeas, 2 abstaining (Lee, Cheryl Millet), 1 absent (Lewis). 
 
Councilman Lee stated, “At 6:00 this evening the finance committee met. 
We had a quite a lengthy agenda some fourteen items but we conducted 
all of our business necessary requested by administration and this 
council. I would ask that we get a motion by my fellow council members 
to endorse such actions taken.” 
 
MOTION: Councilwoman Millet moved and Councilwoman Usry seconded the 
motion to accept the recommendation of the finance committee. The 
committee approved to award the bid for the 40th Judicial Court Building 
to Southern Construction Company in the amount of $207,995.00, rejected 
the bids for the Water Towers Phase 1 project, granted administration 
authorization to re-bid water towers Phase 1, granted administration 
authorization to enter into an agreement with Lafourche Levee District 
for cleaning of the following canals: Brazan Canal, Bayou Lasseigne 
Canal and the Weber-Steib Canal, granted administration authorization 
to advertise for bids for fuel, granted administration authorization to 
advertise for bids for Weed Spraying Services, granted administration 
authorization to advertise for bids for culverts, granted 
administration authorization to advertise for bids for Chlorine, 
granted administration authorization to advertise for bids for Asphalt,  
granted administration authorization to advertise for bids for grass 
cutting services at Parish water & wastewater facilities, granted 
administration authorization to advertise for bids for grass cutting 
services at all Parish Recreational facilities, granted administration 
authorization to advertise for bids for Janitorial Services, granted 
administration authorization to sign Addendum #2 of agreement for 
cleaning and refurbishing of the 3.0 mgd clarifier at the Lions Water 
Plant as per the administrative order, granted administration 
authorization to enter into an agreement with Chenevert Architects for 
the design of an airnasium to be located at the West Bank Park Complex 
as part of the 2009 Bond Issue, granted administration authorization to 
enter into an agreement with Meyers Engineers for the design of a 
gymnasium to be located at Regala Park as part of the 2009 Bond Issue.  
The motion passed with Councilman Lewis absent. 
 
DEPARTMENT/ENGINEER REPORTS: 
 
Dale Wolfe - Personnel Matters 
 
There were no personnel matters at this time. 
 
Haston Lewis – (Carry Over until Edgard Mtg. 11-10-09) Discussion 
regarding Comcast internet service on the West Bank 
 



The above item will be addressed at the Edgard Meeting. 
 
Dale Wolfe – Agent of Record 
 
Councilman Wolfe asked that this item be removed from the agenda. 
                      
Charles Julien – (Carry Over) Update on 140 W. 14th Street – no water or 
sewerage at address 
 
Councilman Julien asked that this item be removed from the agenda. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  
 
Cheryl Millet – Update from Montgomery Watson on NANO filtration 
 
Councilwoman Millet stated, “I see my favorite friend is here today. 
Would you please give us an update on our water system?” 
 
Ray Rials, MWH, stated, “Carla Kinza is here with me. She is our 
membrane expert out of Denver, Colorado. I believe you all know that 
there was a plugging of the system in late August. The system shut down 
on high pressure to protect the membranes. At Carla’s and our 
recommendation two of the membranes were sent for what they call an 
autopsy, when they are taken apart and examined. There was no failure 
of the membranes. The membranes are intact. There was heavy fouling. 
That autopsy took longer than anything else. The activities prior to an 
extensive cleaning have been completed and the cleaning of the units is 
on going right now. That is one of the reasons why Carla is here to 
help monitor that. Carl Deselle and his group are cleaning them with 
the assistance of Carla and a guy from Avista. Who is another membrane 
person, the individual who did the membrane autopsy. They have changed 
the cleaning solution to one they feel is more appropriate for these 
membranes. There is a recommendation to clean the anti-scaling that is 
being used to help it from scaling. Currently the indications are 
positive. We look forward to intensive cleaning of all membranes by 
next week after which the facility will slowly be brought back on line 
and be monitored to make sure that this thing doesn’t occur again and 
we don’t have anymore plugging. The one solution that we have 
recommended that they have implemented is modifying the chemicals at 
well number 2 to provide chlorimation instead of chlorination. The 
chloramination will keep your line clean up stream without creating the 
THM’s that have caused your problems with DHH. So at this date we 
believe we will be done by the end of next week with the cleaning. We 
will begin to bring the systems back online and feed the purified water 
back into your system.” 
 
Councilwoman Millet asked, “I’m not the expert. I am assuming this is 
what you all were hired to do. The membrane got clogged up because we 
didn’t properly treat them prior to the water going into the 
membranes?” 
 
Ray Rials stated, “We think that there are three contributing factors. 
The main one is probably the changing of your disinfectant practices. 
When the chlorination was stopped for a period, we believe there was a 
slime growth in the pipeline that pushed itself through that was 
unanticipated. That may have been exaggerated by line failures that may 
have allowed dirt into the system up stream and it may also have been 



exaggerated by a cleaning solution that might not have been the best 
for these membranes.” 
 
Councilwoman Millet asked, “Was this not tried and tested prior to 
putting this thing online?” 
 
Ray Rials stated, “The recommendation for this was made by another 
firm. We did the design of it. The trying and testing of the chemicals 
was not within our scope. The chemicals were recommended by GE Water. I 
do not know who provided the chemicals. We did not make recommendations 
for chemicals nor do we provide chemicals. So I cannot answer that 
question.” 
 
Councilwoman Millet asked, “Is it going to work this time?” 
 
Ray Rials stated, “It is my strongest belief that it will work this 
time.” 
 
Councilwoman Millet stated, “But we don’t know that because you don’t 
deal with the chemicals.” 
 
Ray Rials stated, “I do not deal with the chemicals. That is correct. I 
also don’t flush your fire hydrants either nor do I take care of your 
tanks.” 
 
Councilwoman Millet asked, “Now, the recommendation for this particular 
type of chemical was made by?”  
 
Ray Rials stated, “The recommendation for the initial cleaning chemical 
was made by GE Water. It is my understanding second hand that perhaps a 
different chemical was recommended by a local chemical supplier. We 
were not a part of either of those decisions or selections. The 
selection being made now, we were a part of. We do recommend the 
chemical that is being used which is produced by Avista who did your 
membrane autopsy. We do agree with and approve of the recommendation 
for the anti-scaling that they are using. We are convinced that those 
are the proper chemicals. We are good proper cleaning now. Carla has 
been out there today. We had other staff out there yesterday with Carl 
Deselle. When we left there thirty minutes ago everyone was happy with 
the results to date on the first unit. So we are optimistic.” 
 
Councilwoman Millet asked, “Shall we cross our fingers?” 
 
Ray Rials stated, “If you would like to you can cross your fingers.” 
 
Councilwoman Millet stated, “No we just like the beautiful water and it 
got taken away and we were not happy.” 
 
Ray Rials stated, “I was not happy either, trust me. I appreciate and 
respect the fact that your people were probably not happy at all with 
losing the water. I was very upset and wished it hadn’t happened. We 
are trying to find a way to make sure that it doesn’t happen again. We 
think we know what happened but none of us can see inside a pipe. So we 
are doing the best that we can to provide you with our recommendations. 
We hope it is going to go forward from here.” 
 
Councilwoman Hotard asked, “It is funny that you are talking about 



autopsies and things but it is a water system and I do feel like it has 
died and failed us. I want to ask more specifically about the flow of 
water and the NANO filtration system. Can the NANO filtration system 
handle the amount of water that LaPlace and the area that pulls off of 
the Ruddock Well? Can it handle that or is that part of the problem?” 
 
Ray Rials stated, “The system as described us and designed by us was 
sized for 4.5 million gallons. It can provide that and slightly more 
when it is operating well. I understand that there have been 
discussions with DHH that possibly CJ Savoie is more conversant with 
dealing with your peak nightly flow, perhaps the growth sits in but 
that is not a question that I can answer.” 
 
Councilwoman Hotard asked, “If it was designed for 4.5 million gallons 
per day, how many gallons per day is the actual consumption?” 
 
Ray Rials stated, “I do not have that information and was not asked to 
develop that.” 
 
Councilwoman Hotard asked, “Chuck can you come and answer the 
question?” 
 
C.J. Savoie, Parish Engineer, stated “That is our average daily flow 
and this system is designed to do that. What the department of health 
and hospitals is concerned about and what the administrative order is 
when we have peak demand. Like in the summer if you have a drought and 
everyone starts using more than the norm for water. We have added an 
elevated tank, as you are well aware of, that is going to give us 
additional storage which is used during the day and also we have under 
construction another 440,000 gallons that should be online hopefully in 
about another thirty days. That is going to give us additional water to 
be stored during the day. So that is going to give us close to meeting 
the demands in the peak demand time. That is what we are counting on.” 
 
Councilwoman Hotard asked, “Do you think that the system should have 
been designed, if our average flow of water was 4.5 million gallons a 
day, that we should have designed this to actually accommodate a little 
bit more water to handle the peak times? So that when we did run into 
those high peak usages that we wouldn’t have a complete shut down and 
be back to square one?” 
 
Chuck Savoie stated, “I guess you are asking for opinions at this 
point. I don’t know if I want to give opinions at this particular 
time.” 
 
Councilwoman Hotard stated, “I just want answers. I don’t want 
opinions. I just want answers.” 
 
Chuck Savoie stated, “That would be an opinion on my part.” 
 
Councilwoman Hotard asked, “So at what point would the system actually 
be able to accommodate the needs of the parish or the portion that 
pulls off of it?” 
 
Chuck Savoie stated, “It is designed to accommodate the needs of the 
parish right now.” 
 



Councilwoman Hotard asked, “I wanted to ask Mr. Rials. He talked about 
some slime growth that occurred. Some line failures. What has been done 
to prevent these line failures and unexpected slime growth and all of 
these other things so we are not just spinning our wheels with it?” 
 
Ray Rials stated, “Good question, I can’t speak to your line failures. 
I don’t have any responsibility for your lines. I do understand that 
they have been repaired. The slime growth which is probably a more 
strong possibility for what created the problem was we think created 
when there was a change over from chlorine in your system, up stream to 
chloramines. It is a weaker disinfectant but it doesn’t create the 
THM’s. So it is our belief that there was a period in between this 
change over where this stuff was allowed to grow. The parish staff have 
modified their chemical feed points and are prepared when this thing is 
started back up to begin a complete chlorine feed and that should 
prevent this problem from occurring. It is wise to continually monitor 
the quality of that to make sure that something isn’t happening or to 
be able to anticipate it before it does cause a shut down.” 
 
Councilwoman Hotard asked, “So back to the line failures. Who can tell 
us how we can prevent these line failures from occurring in the 
future?” 
 
Ray Rials stated, “I am not sure that anyone on this earth can tell you 
how to prevent a line failure. A line failure is a failure of a pipe. I 
don’t know how this occurred. It was well upstream of this. Old pipe is 
going to fail. It is difficult in an area the size and geographical 
distance of this parish to monitor each piece of pipe and track it. 
Unfortunately the reality of most facilities is there is a find and fix 
mentality.” 
 
Councilwoman Hotard asked, “So how long do you think before all of the 
things you talked about need to happen and we get our water system back 
on line?” 
 
Ray Rials stated, “By the end of next week the system should be fully 
clean. If they begin to start the system up after that it could quite 
likely be that all facilities are up the week after that.” 
 
Councilwoman Hotard asked, “Do you for see any if we have this high 
peak or any unexpected higher use than normal that it is going to throw 
the NANO filtration system back out again?” 
 
Ray Rials stated, “No. The higher usage wouldn’t impact it. The higher 
usage would I think Chuck had the nail on the head there. If you have 
extra storage in your system and you are able to fill it during the day 
and use it at night that is going to help with your peak usage. It may 
be from what I am hearing DHH may be pushing you to get more units on 
line so you always have that capacity there but I cannot speak for 
them.” 
 
Councilman Smith stated, “Mr. Rials my only concern is and I can’t say 
it is you personally. I haven’t heard one definitive answer since we 
have been sitting here these last ten minutes of this discussion.” 
 
Ray Rials asked, “What question would you like answered?” 
 



Councilman Smith stated, “Everything. Is my system going to work that I 
paid seven million dollars for? Can you reassure me that it isn’t going 
to break again?” 
 
Ray Rials stated, “I would answer to you that it is my strong opinion 
that it will work… 
 
Councilman Smith stated, “Again that is not a definitive answer.” 
 
Ray Rials stated, “Okay well definitively speaking if it is not hit by 
a meteor and no other natural disaster hits it I would say it would 
work. I am an engineer. I cannot give a definitive answer on anything.” 
 
Councilman Smith stated, “I understand that. I have to definitively 
answer to my constituents and the money that they spent and that we 
spent to have this system designed.” 
 
Ray Rials stated, “All I can say and I appreciate you and your 
constituents, we are disheartened by the set backs too. We are doing 
the best we can to help you. We want this thing up as much as you do. 
We want that good water back on line.” 
 
Councilman Smith asked, “You made a statement earlier saying that you 
cannot see inside of a line to see what is there. If there is a 
possibility that there is something in the line, I am sure that we can 
run a video feed or something through that line that we can look at. I 
may be wrong.” 
 
Ray Rials stated, “Not with a pressure pipe, you cannot do that. Since 
there was a line break and Carl Deselle is actually looking into this 
if there is actually a piece of that pipe from where they repaired it 
still available. Now is it still the same? It has been exposed to 
oxygen and all of that but if there is a piece of that pipe still 
available Carl is going to find it and we are going to see if we can 
get that analyzed and maybe that can help us.” 
 
Councilman Smith stated, “Thank you.” 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Buddy Boe – Resolution R09-30 – A Resolution ordering and calling a 
special election to be held in the Parish of St. John the Baptist, 
State of Louisiana, to authorize the levy of a special tax therein; 
making application to the State Bond Commission in connection 
therewith; and providing for other matters in connection therewith 
 
Hugh Martin, Bond Attorney, stated, “The parish has levied a 1 mill tax 
for the last twenty years in accordance with state law to provide funds 
for housing of juveniles in the detention center and also to fund other 
activities in connection with services for juveniles. Over those twenty 
years the law has been amended twice to add additional services that 
could be provided. It is now necessary that the tax be renewed. So the 
resolution before you would order and call a special election to be 
called on Saturday, March 27th, 2010 to authorize the renewal of this 1 
mill tax to provide for juvenile services. This is the same date that 
you will be electing your new parish president.” 
 



Councilman Wolfe asked, “Hugh, where are the majority of these funds 
spent?” 
 
Hugh Martin stated, “Some of the money is spent to house juveniles from 
the parish that are put in the St. James detention center. There are 
other funds which have been accumulated over the twenty years which are 
available to provide for services for judges and people who work in the 
juvenile justice system and to get them equipment and facilities which 
they need and that is authorized to be used only in this parish.” 
 
Councilman Wolfe stated, “All I am saying is that at some point and 
time we should have a facility of our own. It doesn’t make much sense 
to be spending all the money going to St. James and we have juveniles 
in our parish that are in dire need of help. I prefer spending the 
money in St. John and building our own facility.” 
 
MOTION: Councilman Lee moved and Councilwoman Millet seconded the 
motion to approve Resolution R09-30. A Resolution ordering and calling 
a special election to be held in the Parish of St. John the Baptist, 
State of Louisiana, to authorize the levy of a special tax therein; 
making application to the State Bond Commission in connection 
therewith; and providing for other matters in connection therewith BE 
IT RESOLVED by the Parish Council of the Parish of St. John the 
Baptist, State of Louisiana (the "Governing Authority"), acting as the 
governing authority of the Parish of St. John the Baptist, State of 
Louisiana (the "Parish"), that: SECTION 1. Election Call.  Subject to 
the approval of the State Bond Commission, and under the authority 
conferred by Article VI, Sections 30 and 32 of the Constitution of the 
State of Louisiana of 1974, the applicable provisions of Chapter 5 and 
Chapter 6-A of the Louisiana Election Code, and Subpart F, Part XI, 
Chapter 7 of Title 15of the Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950 as 
amended, and other constitutional and statutory authority, a special 
election is hereby called and ordered to be held in the Parish on 
SATURDAY, MARCH 27, 2010, between the hours of six o'clock (6:00) a.m., 
and eight o'clock (8:00) p.m., in accordance with the provisions of La. 
R.S. 18:541, and at the said election there shall be submitted to all 
registered voters qualified and entitled to vote at the said election 
under the Constitution and laws of this State and the Constitution of 
the United States, the following proposition, to-wit: MILLAGE 
PROPOSITION Summary: 20 year, 1 mill property tax to fund the cost of 
housing and detaining juveniles at the St. James Parish Youth Center or 
any other juvenile detention center approved by appropriate state and 
federal authorities in St. John the Baptist Parish or any other Parish 
and/or for operation and maintenance, for construction or renovation of 
a facility to house the juvenile probation officers, judges, counselors 
and other personnel associated with juvenile justice services in St. 
John the Baptist Parish, including providing necessary furnishings, 
equipment and transportation therefore. Shall the Parish of St. John 
the Baptist, State of Louisiana (the “Parish”), levy a tax of one (1) 
mill on all property subject to taxation in the Parish (an estimated 
$294,000 reasonably expected at this time to be collected from the levy 
of the tax for an entire year) for a period of twenty (20) years, 
beginning with the year 2010 and ending with the year 2029, to fund the 
cost of housing and detaining juveniles at the St. James Parish Youth 
Center or any other juvenile detention center approved by appropriate 
state and federal authorities in St. John the Baptist Parish or any 
other Parish and/or for operation and maintenance, for construction or 



renovation of a facility to house the juvenile probation officers, 
judges, counselors and other personnel associated with juvenile justice 
services in St. John the Baptist Parish, including providing necessary 
furnishings, equipment and transportation therefore? SECTION 2. 
Publication of Notice of Election.  A Notice of Special Election shall 
be published in the L'Observateur, a bi-weekly (Wednesday and Saturday) 
newspaper of general circulation within the Parish, published in 
LaPlace, Louisiana, and being the official journal of the Parish, once 
a week for four consecutive weeks, with the first publication to be 
made not less than forty-five (45) days nor more than ninety (90) days 
prior to the date of the election, which Notice shall be substantially 
in the form attached hereto as "Exhibit A" and incorporated herein by 
reference the same as if it were set forth herein in full. SECTION 3. 
Canvass.  This Governing Authority shall meet at its regular meeting 
place, the Parish Council Office, LaPlace, Louisiana, on TUESDAY, APRIL 
13, 2010, at SIX-THIRTY O'CLOCK (6:30) P.M., and shall then and there 
in open and public session proceed to examine and canvass the returns 
and declare the result of the said special election. SECTION 4. 
Polling Places.  The polling places set forth in the aforesaid Notice 
of Special Election are hereby designated as the polling places at 
which to hold the said election, and the Commissioners-in-Charge and 
Commissioners, respectively, will be the same persons as those 
designated in accordance with law. SECTION 5. Election Commissioners;  
Voting Machines.  The officers designated to serve as Commissioners-in-
Charge and Commissioners pursuant to Section 4 hereof, or such 
substitutes therefore as may be selected and designated in accordance 
with La. R.S. 18:1287, shall hold the said special election as herein 
provided, and shall make due returns of said election for the meeting 
of the Governing Authority to be held on Tuesday, April 13, 2010, as 
provided in Section 3 hereof.  All registered voters in the Parish will 
be entitled to vote at the special election, and voting machines shall 
be used. SECTION 6. Authorization of Officers.  The Secretary of the 
Governing Authority is hereby empowered, authorized and directed to 
arrange for and to furnish to said election officers in ample time for 
the holding of said election, the necessary equipment, forms and other 
paraphernalia essential to the proper holding of said election and the 
Chairman and/or Secretary of the Governing Authority are further 
authorized, empowered and directed to take any and all further action 
required by State and/or Federal law to arrange for the election, 
including but not limited to, appropriate submission to the Federal 
Department of Justice under Section 5 of the Federal Voting Rights Act 
of 1965, as amended.



SECTION 7. Furnishing Election Call to Election Officials.  
Certified copies of this resolution shall be forwarded to the Secretary 
of State, the Clerk of Court and Ex-Officio Parish Custodian of Voting 
Machines of St. John the Baptist Parish and the Registrar of Voters of 
St. John the Baptist Parish, as notification of the special election, 
in order that each may prepare for said election and perform their 
respective functions as required by law. SECTION 8. Application to  
State Bond Commission.  Application is made to the State Bond 
Commission for consent and authority to hold the special election as 
herein provided, and in the event said election carries for further 
consent and authority to levy and collect the special tax provided for 
therein.  A certified copy of this resolution shall be forwarded to the 
State Bond Commission on behalf of this Governing Authority, together 
with a letter requesting the prompt consideration and approval of this 
application. The motion passed with Councilman Lewis absent. 
 
Buddy Boe – Resolution R09-31 – A Resolution authorizing the St. John 
the Baptist Parish Council to sign an amendment to the Cooperative 
Endeavor Agreement between the State of Louisiana, Division of 
Administration for the St. John Parish’s allotment of disaster recovery 
funds for the purpose of implementing the St. John Parish long term 
community recovery plans 
 
Buddy Boe stated, “This resolution will allow the parish to submit our 
proposal to the Louisiana Recovery Authority and begin the formal 
project application process. This is part of the requirements to get 
our proposal to the state.” 
 
MOTION: Councilwoman Usry moved and Councilman Julien seconded the 
motion to approve Resolution R09-31. A Resolution authorizing the St. 
John the Baptist Parish Council to sign an amendment to the Cooperative 
Endeavor Agreement between the State of Louisiana, Division of 
Administration for the St. John Parish’s allotment of disaster recovery 
funds for the purpose of implementing the St. John Parish long term 
community recovery plans. WHEREAS, the Louisiana Office of Community 
Development, Louisiana Recovery Authority –mission is to ensure that 
this state of Louisiana, battled by Hurricanes Gustav and Ike in 2008, 
rebuilds safer, smarter and stronger communities than before, and;  
WHEREAS, the Louisiana Recovery Authority has developed an Action plan 
to outline eligible activities to assist parishes to meet unmet 
housing, business, public service, public infrastructure and other 
needs incurred by the 2008 disasters, and; WHEREAS, the Louisiana 
Recovery Authority and the State of Louisiana identified certain 
parishes to develop their own plan for distribution of CDBG funds, and; 
Whereas, the Louisiana Recovery Authority further designated that St. 
John Parish would receive an initial allocation of $3,837,670, and; 
Whereas, the Louisiana Recovery Authority required as part of 
qualifying for this allocation, the adoption of the Plan including 
projects to be funded by the initial allocation and additional recovery 
projects that could be considered for funding in the future, and; 
Whereas, St. John the Baptist Parish has developed this Long Term 
Recovery Plan utilizing the information and priorities as outlined in 
the Louisiana Action Plan, Each of these projects having extensive 
public input prior to adoption, and; Whereas, a second allocation of 
$3,146,985 will bring the total allocation to $6,984,655 for the 
purposes of implementing the St. John Parish Long Term Recovery Plan 
and that allocation must be formally accepted by the St. John Parish 



Government. NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the St. John the 
Baptist Parish Council does hereby authorize the Parish President to 
execute any and all documents in connection with an application to the 
Louisiana Recovery Authority for $6,984,655 toward projects that will 
support the rebuilding of a safer, smarter, and stronger community. The 
motion passed with Councilman Lewis. 
 
Paul Oncale – Authorization to renew lease between GVFD and Nalco for 
fire station in Mt. Airy 
 
Paul Oncale, Director of Public Safety, stated, “Back in 1989 the 
Garyville Volunteer Fire Department wanted to provide fire protection 
for the residents of Mt. Airy by building a fire station. However they 
didn’t have any land. They approached Nalco and Nalco agreed to sign a 
twenty year lease at one dollar a year. Now those twenty years are up 
and Nalco has been generous enough to want to renew the lease again for 
one dollar a year for twenty years. The parish legal counsel has 
reviewed the lease and it is in order. Administration recommends that 
we sign this lease with Nalco.” 
 
MOTION: Councilman Wolfe moved and Councilman Millet seconded the 
motion to grant administration authorization to renew the lease between 
GVFD and Nalco for the fire station in Mt. Airy. The motion passed with 
Councilman Lewis absent. 
 
Paul Oncale – Resolution R09-32 – A Resolution for LA DOTD 2010 Funding 
at the Airport 
 
Paul Oncale stated, “The Louisiana DOTD Aviation division has on the 
books for 2010 at the airport funding for projects in the amount of 6.8 
million dollars. In order to receive this funding they require that the 
governing authority adopt a resolution. I just want to remind this 
council that all funding for the airport is 95% federal share and 5% 
state share with no local match. Administration recommends that we 
approve this resolution.” 
 
MOTION: Councilwoman Usry moved and Councilman Millet seconded the 
motion to approve Resolution R09-32. A Resolution for LA DOTD 2010 
Funding at the Airport. WHEREAS, Title 2 of the Louisiana Revised 
Statutes of 1950 provides that cities, towns, parishes, and other 
political subdivision of this State may separately or jointly acquire, 
establish, construct, expand, own, lease, control, equip, improve, 
maintain, operate, regulate, and police airports and landing fields for 
the use of aircraft, and; WHEREAS, the State of Louisiana, Department 
of Transportation and Development, Division of Aviation (formerly the 
LA DOTD-OAPT) is charged by Title 2 with the responsibility for the 
development of aviation facilities within the State to foster air 
commerce and to safeguard the interests of those engaged in all phases 
of the aviation industry and of the general public, and; WHEREAS, the 
St. John the Baptist Parish Council, hereinafter referred to as 
“Sponsor”, has completed an FAA and DOTD approved Master Plan, Action 
Plan, and/or Airport Layout Plan which outlines the specific future 
development of the St. John the Baptist Parish Airport; and, the 
Sponsor is desirous of implementing a portion of the approved Plan 
recommendations which provide for the critically needed improvements as 
stated below to substantially improve the safety and usability of the 
Airport, but does not have sufficient funds of its own required for 



completing the needed improvements, and; WHEREAS, the LA DOTD, Division 
of Aviation is authorized by Title 2 to expend funds for the 
construction or enlargement of airports for the safety and advancement 
of aeronautics; NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: SECTION I 
That the Sponsor does hereby formally request that the LA DOTD, 
Division of Aviation provide funds required to complete the airport 
improvements at the St. John the Baptist Parish Airport specifically 
described as: Wetlands Mitigation and Relocate Levee for Extension 
$1,900,000; Runway 17-35 Extension (1000 ft.) $3,200,000; Parallel 
Taxiway Extension (1000 ft.) $1,133,000.00; Taxilane and Apron for 
South T-Hanger Complex (Phase III) $600,000 SECTION II 
The Sponsor does hereby appoint and authorize the LA DOTD, Division of 
Aviation to act as agent for the Sponsor for the following purposes: 
To provide financial assistance to the Sponsor in the amount of ten  
percent (10%) of the total cost necessary for the completion of the 
described improvement to match other funds to be provided by the  
Federal Aviation Administration which may amount to ninety percent 
(90%) of the total project costs. SECTION III 
That the said LA DOTD, Division of Aviation be and is hereby assured 
that all necessary servitudes, rights-of-way, rights of ingress and 
egress and means thereof will be furnished by the Sponsor and the 
titles thereto will be valid and indefeasible, and that the Sponsor 
will assume ownership, financial reporting, and complete responsibility 
for the maintenance and upkeep of the airport after completion of said 
improvement. SECTION IV That the Sponsor will save and hold the said LA 
DOTD, Division of Aviation, its officers, agents, and employees 
harmless from any liability or claim for damages arising out of the 
project, including death or injuries to third parties including, but 
not limited to, liability or claim for damages out of the negligence of 
said LA DOTD, Division of Aviation, its officers, agents or employees, 
and expressly agrees to defend any suit of any nature brought against 
the LA DOTD, Division of Aviation as a result of this project. 
SECTION V That the Parish President of St. John the Baptist Parish be 
and is hereby authorized and directed to evidence this agreement by 
affixing his signature at the place provided therefore on this 
resolution and on subsequent related documents/agreements as required 
by the rules and regulations of the Federal Aviation Administration and 
the State of Louisiana and the Clerk hereby authorized to attest said 
execution. SECTION VI That this resolution shall be in full force and 
effect from and after its adoption. The motion passed with Councilman 
Lewis. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE/COUNCIL BRIEFS 
 
Councilman Wolfe stated, “I am in a thanking mood tonight. I would like 
to thank Julia Remondet and her staff and the St. John the Baptist 
Parish employees for working so diligently during the Andouille 
Festival. Let me get on Mr. Buddy Boe’s case now, no I am just kidding. 
I would like to thank you and Mrs. Alexis for putting all of these 
projects together. I think you all have done a fine job in terms of 
doing that. We had some problems along the way and you all worked it 
out and that is good. I really appreciate it. So thank you. Thank you. 
Thank you.” 
 
Councilman Julien asked, “Can administration give me an update on the 
lights on 22nd Street?” 
 



Buddy Boe asked, “What was the request for?” 
 
Councilman Julien stated, “The lights that we have been talking about 
for the last eight months on the new road.” 
 
Buddy Boe stated, “I know we were requesting those two at a time to 
avoid having to go into formal permits. Mike do you have an update on 
that?” 
 
Mike Carmouche stated, “We were putting seven up at a time. It is time 
for some more.” 
 
Councilman Julien asked, “Okay Mr. Carmouche, would you have any idea 
about when the other seven might be put up?” 
 
Mike Carmouche stated, “By the end of the month we will have them 
started. What we are doing now is replacing the 175’s with 400’s that 
is not adding any additional poles. The next phase will be adding the 
poles.” 
 
Councilman Julien stated, “Let me understand this, when you say on 
existing poles are these poles that don’t have any lights on them that 
are just there? Or are you talking about replacing lights?” 
 
Mike Carmouche stated, “Some of them don’t have any lights on them at 
all. Some of them need to be changed from low wattage lighting. This is 
a state highway and we are trying to get it well lit.” 
 
Councilman Wolfe stated, “You said by the end of the month, you know 
the end of the month is right around the corner.” 
 
Mike Carmouche stated, “I said I would have it started. I didn’t say 
finished.” 
 
Councilman Smith asked, “Excuse me Mr. Julien I don’t like to interrupt 
but Mike you said that is a state highway. Why isn’t the state lighting 
this place up?” 
 
Mike Carmouche stated, “The state doesn’t light up highways. The 
parishes do. It is like the Interstate. We pay for the Interstate 
lights through LaPlace. We maintain them. We maintain all of Airline 
Highway, 3127 or where ever there is a state highway we maintain those 
lights.” 
 
Councilman Smith stated, “Mr. Boe I think we need to send the state a 
bill.” 
 
Mike Carmouche stated, “I tried that. It didn’t work.” 
 
Councilman Julien asked, “The other thing is I have been bombarded with 
calls about cleaning the canals, the tree cutting and the ditch 
digging. So as we said that we would resume business as usual. When do 
we anticipate business going on as usual?” 
 
Buddy Boe stated, “Earlier this year the ditch digging program was 
slowed down a little bit as we approached the end of the budget. 
However part of the bond issue had money in it for cleaning and 



enlarging major drainage canals and the drainage system throughout the 
parish. We have been working with our engineer, Chuck Savoie, to 
develop a program and acquire all the necessary permits. We have 
acquired seven of the twenty-four permits for the major drainage 
canals. So we are working on memorandums of agreement with the 
Lafourche Levee District and also the design of those canals so that we 
can put those out for bid. As far as internal drainage systems and the 
street ditches next to people’s homes and along side of the roads. We 
were going to be getting with the council. Pat and I discussed this 
earlier this week to develop areas in your district that you would like 
us to start with first. I would say work would begin in the next thirty 
days at the small internal ditches. Then the major drainage canals will 
take a more formal process with permits and actual bidding and or the 
Lafourche Levee District, so that work will begin in the next thirty 
days.” 
 
Councilwoman Millet stated, “A couple of things. I would like to thank 
administration, Mr. Carmouche and Mrs. Sheila Butler with Entergy for 
getting the lights put on at the Stephanie Wilken playground. I went by 
and saw that the other night and was very pleased. It was a project 
that needed to be done and I am happy to say that it is done. I would 
also ask that since this weekend is Halloween if administration could 
get as many street lights up and running as soon as possible if there 
are some out, so that the kids are not trick or treating in the dark.” 
 
Councilman Smith asked, “Mike could you do me a favor and go to 
Cambridge Park and check the timer on the basketball court. I passed 
there the other night and guys had cars parked with lights on facing 
the court for some reason the lights were not on.” 
 
Mike Carmouche stated, “I might be able to address that tonight.” 
 
Councilman Smith stated, “Thank you. I appreciate that.” 
 
PRESIDENT’S REMARKS 
 
There were no presidential remarks. 
 
There was no executive session. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
 
Dale Wolfe - Personnel Matters 
 
Property/Casualty Insurance Agent – 1) Claims, any/all property,              
casualty, and Workman comp claims 2) Claims, procedures and                   
disposition 3) Coverages, any/all material changes 
 
Any and all pending legal matters 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
At 7:15 PM, Councilwoman Millet moved and Councilman Lee seconded the 
motion to adjourn. The motion passed with Councilman Lewis. 
 
 
/s/Ronnie Smith                       /s/Jackie Landeche 



COUNCIL CHAIR                          Council Secretary  
                                           
 


