
                                FINANCE COMMITTEE MINUTES 
February 23rd, 2010 
Chairman Steve Lee 

Vice-Chairman Charles Julien 
 
Members: Hasten Lewis, Danny Millet, Charles Julien, Jaclyn Hotard, 
Darnel Usry, Ronnie Smith, Cheryl Millet, Dale Wolfe, Steve Lee 
 
PRESENT: Haston Lewis, Ronnie Smith, Charles Julien, Danny Millet, 
Cheryl Millet, Darnel C. Usry 
 
ABSENT: Steve Lee, Dale Wolfe, Jaclyn Hotard 
 
BID OPENING REPORT/AWARDS: 
 
Bid Openings 
 
Brenda Labat, Director of Purchasing, stated, “Our first bid opened 
today was for 2010 pump supplies. The pumps for our annual contract and 
there were 84 items on the list. I am not going to read all of the 
items but I will tell you that we had bids put in from Allan J. Harris, 
Johnson Equipment, Delta Process, Fairbanks Morse, Thomas Pump and 
Associated Pump & Supply. We ask to take these bids under advisement.” 
 
MOTION: Councilman Millet moved and Councilman Lewis seconded the 
motion to take the bids for 2010 Pump Supplies under advisement. The 
motion passed with Councilwoman Hotard and Councilmen Wolfe & Lee 
absent. 
 
C.J. Savoie, Parish Engineer, stated, “Today we also opened the bids 
for ditch digging. The low bidder at this particular time was RAMJ 
Construction, LLC out of Kenner, LA. We do need time to review these 
bids so I am asking that these be taken under advisement at this time 
and we will bring them back to you at the next meeting. Excuse me she 
(Brenda Labat) says I have to read the numbers. The bidders and prices 
were RAMJ Construction - $11,920.00, Roussel’s Land-Care Services - 
$13,780.00, Civil Construction Contractors - $17,600.14, Data 
Management Corporation - $14,340.00, River Parish Contractors - 
$14,040.00, Ronnie Howard Construction - $18,845.00, Chem Spray South - 
$14,990.00, JJH Construction - $34,660.00 and The Three C’s Properties 
- $14,744.10.” 
 
Councilman Smith asked, “Why did those bids have to be read out loud? 
Why didn’t we read the other 82 on the other item? I am just curious. 
If we do it for one we need to do it for all if you say it is for 
public knowledge. The public has the right to come pick these bids up 
at any point. Am I correct?” 
 
Brenda Labat stated, “Yes.” 
 
Councilman Smith stated, “Okay so my point being if we are going to do 
it for one, we are going to do it for all or we are going to do it for 
none. I just think there is no need to sit here and read fifteen or 
whatever items out for no reason. Okay.” 
 
MOTION: Councilwoman Millet moved and Councilman Smith seconded the 
motion to take the bids for the drainage excavation of Parish ditches 



annual contract under advisement. The motion passed with Councilwoman 
Hotard and Councilmen Wolfe & Lee absent. 
 
Cheryl Millet – (Carry Over) Authorization to sign an agreement with 
Three Fold Holdings LLC for design and engineering services in 
connection with the Fairway Bridge replacement project as part of the 
2009 Bond Issue 
 
Councilwoman Millet stated, “We are going to go ahead and carry this 
over. I understand that there is an agreement almost together with this 
situation. So once it gets together we will bring it together in total. 
So if you wouldn’t mind please carry that over.” 
 
Gerald Babin – Authorization to sign Change Order #1 for the 440k 
ground storage tank 
 
Gerald Babin, PEC, stated, “This is the final change order for the 440k 
storage tank built off of Woodland. I am sure many of you have seen it. 
The tank is up and painted nice shiny blue. This will be the final 
change orders at a cost of $5,929.00 for some miscellaneous items.” 
 
Councilwoman Millet asked, “Mr. Babin since it is pretty blue and shiny 
does it also hold water?” 
 
Gerald Babin stated, “It is full of water Mrs. Millet. Clear water.” 
 
MOTION: Councilwoman Millet moved and Councilman Smith seconded the 
motion to grant administration authorization to sign change order #1 
for the 440k ground storage tank. The motion passed with Councilwoman 
Hotard and Councilmen Wolfe & Lee absent. 
  
Gerald Babin – Substantial Completion and Final Acceptance of 440k 
ground storage tank 
 
Gerald Babin stated, “Again this is the same tank we just mentioned. It 
is completed. We did our final inspection. There were a few items and 
the contractor has taken care of those. It is up and running. So we 
recommend the substantial completion.” 
 
MOTION: Councilwoman Millet moved and Councilwoman Usry seconded the 
motion to grant substantial completion and final acceptance of 440k 
ground storage tank. The motion passed with Councilwoman Hotard and 
Councilmen Wolfe & Lee absent. 
 
Buddy Boe – Authorization to enter into an agreement with Shread 
Kurkendall for engineering services in connection with the Homewood and 
Central Avenue area drainage project as part of the 2009 Bond Issue 
 
Buddy Boe, Acting Chief Administrative Assistant, stated, “In December 
the Homewood and Central Avenue area drainage situation was highlighted 
by the tremendous amount of rainfall the parish received around 
December 7th & 8th. As a result the council directed the administration 
to put together a project with our drainage engineer that we could fund 
and begin so that we could alleviate the drainage situation in that 
area. This authorization will allow us to enter into an agreement with 
Shread-Kurkendall to design the improvements for the Homewood and 
Central Avenue area in Reserve. The task order and the design are 



synonymous with what was presented two council meetings ago to the 
council by Mr. Rick Shread. The project will be funded by the 2009 Bond 
Issue.” 
 
Councilman Smith stated, “I know we have a contract with Shread for the 
parish’s drainage. I understand that. My question is do we have to stay 
in that contract and legal this may be a question for you. Am I 
authorized to get out of that contract with Shread? Here is why. It 
isn’t that they are doing bad work or that they are messing up 
projects. My concern is I am giving all of my drainage work to one 
engineering firm. I think that the amount of money that we have in the 
bond issue and everything else that is going towards drainage it could 
be given out to different engineers. They are all licensed so I am sure 
they are all capable of doing the same thing that Mr. Shread is doing. 
So my point is again nothing against that firm I am just trying to find 
out would it be more feasible or right to give this work out to other 
engineers instead of just that one firm. Legal can I get some advice on 
that?” 
 
Kerry Brown, Legal Counsel, stated, “I believe within the second or 
third month of the taking of your term as this current council sits a 
proposal was presented before the council concerning Shread’s contract 
with the administration. This council voted to allow Shread to remain 
in their contract for your term which is unlike any other contract I 
have seen. This one actually for some reason was given and authorized 
not on a yearly basis but it was actually something that you dealt with 
in your term. From what I understood, I went back and took a look at it 
for some reason also this particular contract did not have that 30 day 
opt out clause in it. Which is something that I wish to refrain from 
commenting on at this particular moment but do you have to remain with 
Shread? The answer I believe is contractually yes. Can you get out of 
your contract with Shread? I believe contractually no. Now perhaps 
there are other things that maybe we can look at but as of right now.” 
 
Councilman Smith stated, “I guess Mr. Brown I will have to comment. I 
will talk to you later about this. Again my concern is I don’t have a 
problem with Shread. My concern is more spreading the wealth and 
allowing other engineers to come in and use their expertise on some of 
these projects so they can make some of the money also.” 
 
Kerry Brown stated, “Perhaps it is something that we can look into to 
take a look at. In every other area of the parish you have allowed for 
multiple contractors to come in for some reason within months of the 
sitting of your terms. This one was voted on a four year term. Not 
necessarily on a yearly basis and it didn’t have the 30 day opt out 
clause that every other contract has. So I will have to reserve beyond 
that and simply say that perhaps myself, Jeff and Tom can take a look 
at it and see if there is something else that can be done. Perhaps 
there is something that can be done.” 
 
Councilman Julien stated, “My question is basically along the line of 
Councilman Smith. Shread is basically getting all of the drainage work. 
We have to have checks and balances with tax payer’s dollars. I am not 
really sure how we could have had a contract drawn up that didn’t have 
the 30 day opt out clause as does every other contract. My issue is and 
it is not personal but with Shread they have been here for I think 
fourteen years. If they have been there for fourteen years and we still 



have the drainage problems I would much rather go with another 
engineering firm. I would much rather get fresh eyes. If not then don’t 
spend any money at all on it. We do have Mr. Labat who definitely is 
aware of what is going on with our drainage issue because he has been 
around it for so long. I just don’t see that we need to spend our money 
with another engineer when we can spend the money on people that can go 
out and get the work done. So at this point I would ask that we review 
and I am definitely one for getting the water off of the people in 
Homewood, Central, Cole’s Landing and other parts of Reserve. That is 
what we have to do but ultimately we have to be wise in spending the 
money. We just can’t continue to throw the money around and that is 
where I am at.” 
 
Buddy Boe stated, “Perhaps we can table this item and place the 
contract under executive session. It is the understanding of 
administration that the extension of the contract was for projects 
related to bond issues. So as this is a bond issue project it falls 
within the realm of that contract.” 
 
Councilman Smith stated, “Mr. Boe I am not looking to table Mr. 
Shread’s item here. Again I think I need to reemphasize, I don’t think 
he is doing a bad job on what he is doing here. My issue was just 
concern with spreading the wealth around if that is the proper term 
that I should be using. That was my concern. I personally want to go 
forward with this project because it needs to be done. I was just 
curious of at a later date can we look into the contract and have legal 
look into the contract more closely and see what we can do about it. 
That’s all.” 
 
Buddy Boe stated, “Mr. Smith we are obviously proud of this project. We 
have had several meetings. We have been to the council several times. 
We have allocated the funding and found it. We would like to get it 
started. Yes we can look into the contract for the future but we would 
like to get the design begun on this project so that dirt can be moving 
some time this summer.” 
 
Councilman Julien stated, “Well as we have the issue of, well it is an 
issue with me. Mr. Smith is saying that he would like to go forward. I 
want to get the drainage done in the area. At this point I would ask 
that the opt out or I don’t know if I should say investigation for an 
opt out clause or to look into where we are legally with the contract 
but that is something that I would like to go on record with as asking 
for and going on the agenda with and to say that if there is nothing 
that we can do from a legal stand point than we go on with the contract 
and the work as planned but again I think we should spend our money 
wiser or spend the tax payers money wiser instead of just not having 
checks and balances on the money. Thank you.” 
 
MOTION: Councilman Smith moved and Councilman Millet seconded the 
motion to authorize administration to enter into an agreement with 
Shread-Kuyrkendall for engineering services in connection with the 
Homewood and Central Avenue area drainage project as part of the 2009 
Bond Issue. The motion passed with 5 yeas, 3 absent (Hotard, Lee, 
Wolfe) and 1 nay (Julien). 
 
Brenda Labat – Authorization to go out for bids for the installation 
and housing of generators 



 
C.J. Savoie stated, “The parish bought three generators and now they 
have to be installed at three locations as part of the administrative 
order that was put out by the Department of Health and Hospitals as you 
all are aware. So they engaged us as the parish engineers and we put 
together a set of plans and specifications to go out for bids so that 
we can get these generators placed at station #3 which is the NANO 
filtration plant, station #2 which is a booster station and the wells 
site #2. So these three locations, as mandated, have to have these 
generators in place. So we need to go out to bid immediately on this.” 
 
MOTION: Councilwoman Usry moved and Councilman Smith seconded the 
motion to grant administration authorization to go out for bids for the 
installation and housing of generators. The motion passed with 
Councilwoman Hotard and Councilmen Wolfe & Lee absent. 
 
Buddy Boe – Authorization to sign a task order with URS for application 
and permitting services in connection with the Clean Water Revolving 
Loan Fund funded by the ARRA (Stimulus) Act. 
 
Buddy Boe stated, “In the spring of 2009 the parish administration 
applied for a grant or a loan through the stimulus act provided by the 
Federal Government for sewer work, infiltration and inflow repairs 
throughout the parish. The parish was awarded a low interest loan for 
1.3 million dollars that we would like to begin doing sewer line and 
manhole repairs in the Reserve area. This task order will allow URS to 
finalize the application, complete the permitting and provide all the 
technical data needed for the finalizing of the loan application so 
that we can begin the work and receive the funds.” 
 
Councilman Smith asked, “I notice you said that these funds will be 
used to start doing infiltration and inflow repairs in the Reserve 
area. Is that the only area that these funds are going to cover?” 
 
Buddy Boe stated, “Well the parish has a $600,000.00 grant application 
in for sewer repairs in the LaPlace area. We have a $400,000.00 grant 
for repairs in the LaPlace area through the LRA and also we have the 
five million dollars in funds from the revenue bond that you guys 
passed in the fall of 2009 that will be used to finish the sewer 
repairs in LaPlace.” 
 
Councilman Smith stated, “You still haven’t touched on Garyville and 
Mt. Airy.” 
 
Buddy Boe stated, “Well the five million dollars as part of the revenue 
bond will fill in the gaps of the entire parish west bank and east 
bank.” 
 
Councilman Smith stated, “I just wanted to make clear to the public 
that we are doing the whole parish and not just Reserve.” 
 
Buddy Boe stated, “The parish has four funding sources. Each will be 
doing a separate part of the parish but the plan and program is to 
replace sewer pipes throughout the parish and rehab and refurbish our 
manholes on both sides of the river.” 
 
Councilwoman Millet asked, “This is a loan application that we are 



doing? So this is not a grant?” 
 
Buddy Boe stated, “Correct.” 
 
Councilwoman Millet asked, “Our interest rate is I am assuming low 
enough so that we can make this manageable?” 
 
Buddy Boe stated, “Correct.” 
 
MOTION: Councilman Millet moved and Councilman Smith seconded the 
motion to grant administration authorization to sign a task order with 
URS for application and permitting services in connection with the 
Clean Water Revolving Loan Fund funded by the ARRA (Stimulus) Act. The 
motion passed with Councilwoman Hotard and Councilmen Wolfe & Lee 
absent. 
 
Brenda Labat – Authorization to solicit for RFP’s for Smoke Testing, 
CCTV and manhole inspection services in connection with the 2009 Sewer 
Bond 
 
Buddy Boe stated, “In the fall of 2009 the council approved a fifteen 
million dollar revenue bond for sewer repairs. Ten million to expand 
the River Road sewerage treatment plant, five million for infiltration 
and inflow repairs throughout the parish. This RFP would allow us to 
secure the services of a firm who would perform smoke testing, CCTV 
work inside our sewer lines and manhole inspections throughout the 
entire parish to provide us with the data to begin construction. This 
isn’t a study. This is actual data that we can utilize those five 
million dollars and perform the work.” 
 
MOTION: Councilwoman Usry moved and Councilman Smith seconded the 
motion to grant administration authorization to solicit for RFP’s for 
Smoke Testing, CCTV and manhole inspection services in connection with 
the 2009 Sewer Bond. The motion passed with Councilwoman Hotard and 
Councilmen Wolfe & Lee absent. 
  
Any and all other financial concerns 
 
There were no other financial concerns at this time. 
 
Adjournment 
 
MOTION: Councilwoman Millet moved and Councilwoman Usry seconded the 
motion to adjourn. The motion passed with Councilwoman Hotard and 
Councilmen Wolfe & Lee absent. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


