
                                FINANCE COMMITTEE MINUTES 
April 27th, 2010 

Chairman Steve Lee 
Vice-Chairman Charles Julien 

 
Members: Hasten Lewis, Danny Millet, Charles Julien, Jaclyn Hotard, 
Darnel Usry, Ronnie Smith, Cheryl Millet, Dale Wolfe, Steve Lee 
 
PRESENT: Haston Lewis, Ronnie Smith, Danny Millet, Jaclyn Hotard, Steve 
Lee 
 
ABSENT: Dale Wolfe, Charles Julien, Darnel C. Usry, Cheryl Millet 
 
BID OPENING REPORT/AWARDS: 
 
Pat McTopy/Tom Daley – Drainage Excavation 
 
Pat McTopy, Acting Parish President, stated, “As you recall, the parish 
council took under advisement the bids received for drainage work a 
couple of meetings ago. We are prepared to make a recommendation 
tonight. We have evaluated the bid. We have evaluated the bidder. We 
are recommending that the contract be awarded to Ram-J Construction 
with the thirty (30) day out clause in the contract.” 
 
MOTION: Councilwoman Hotard moved and Councilman Smith seconded the 
motion to award the bid for drainage excavation to Ram-J Construction. 
The motion passed with Councilwomen Millet & Usry and Councilmen Wolfe 
& Julien absent. 
 
C. J. Savoie – Historic East St. Garyville and N.W. 2nd Street in 
Reserve 
 
Chuck Savoie, Parish Engineer, stated, “We had the Historic East Street 
and N.W. 2nd in Reserve. Those are LCBD projects. Those are community 
development block grant projects. The bids came in and the apparent low 
bidder is R.J. Daigle on both projects. He is the low bidder on N.W. 2nd 
Street at $545,117.30 and he is the low bidder on Historic East Street 
at $563,559.00. You will also note that she put up there the estimates. 
Now those estimates were done back in 2006 when this project was 
designed. So they are old estimates but they wouldn’t let us increase 
those estimates because that is the money that they had even though 
this took four (4) years to bid. Overall I am pretty well pleased with 
it because we are getting a lot of improvements. The parish may have to 
put up about $60,000.00 total for the two (2) projects. I am not asking 
for that tonight. All I am asking is that you take them under 
advisement while I review both of these bids.” 
 
MOTION: Councilman Smith moved and Councilman Millet seconded the 
motion to take the bids for Historic East St. in Garyville and N.W. 2nd 
St. in Reserve under advisement. The motion passed with Councilwomen 
Millet & Usry and Councilmen Wolfe & Julien absent. 
 
Brenda Labat – Residential electrical repairs (ARRA) Weatherization 
Assistance Program 
 
Brenda Labat, Director of Purchasing, stated, “We had three (3) items 
bid out on this weatherization assistance program. We only received a 



bid on the electrical work. There were two (2) bids. One, from D & G 
Electric at $95.00 an hour and the 2nd from First Contact Electric, Inc. 
at $47.00 an hour. We would like to take this under advisement.” 
 
Councilman Smith asked, “Are we going to go back out for bids on the 
two (2) other items?” 
 
Brenda Labat stated, “I guess we are going to have to and this will be 
the third time.” 
 
Councilman Smith asked, “I understand this is the third time we will 
have to do this. Is there another way we can do this?” 
 
Brenda Labat stated, “I will inquire.” 
 
Buddy Boe, Acting CAO, stated, “The funding for this work, this is 
through the stimulus act, it requires that these services be bid out.” 
 
Councilman Smith asked, “So what happens if again we don’t get any 
bidders?” 
 
Buddy Boe stated, “We will contact the state. It is being run through 
the CDBG office and see if there is another way we can do it. If you 
guys remember we went out for bid because something was wrong with the 
previous ones. We didn’t follow exactly their guidelines. We will 
inquire and see if we can do this another way.” 
 
Councilman Smith stated, “Thank you.” 
 
MOTION: Councilman Smith moved and Councilman Millet seconded the 
motion to take the two (2) bids for residential electrical repairs 
(ARRA) weatherization assistance program under advisement. The motion 
passed with Councilwomen Millet & Usry and Councilmen Wolfe & Julien 
absent. 
 
Councilwoman Usry arrived at the meeting.  
 
Brenda Labat – Reserve Boat Launch improvements 
 
Brenda Labat stated, “For the Reserve Boat Launch we had Civil 
Construction Contractors in the amount of $775,480.00; RLH Investments 
dba Landriue in the amount of $585,000.00; L&L General Contractors in 
the amount of $540,000.00; and Cuzan Services in the amount of 
$720,000.00. We would like to take these under advisement.” 
 
MOTION: Councilwoman Hotard moved and Councilman Millet seconded the 
motion to take the bids for the Reserve Boat Launch improvements under 
advisement. The motion passed with Councilwoman Cheryl Millet and 
Councilmen Wolfe & Julien absent. 
 
Brenda Labat – Membranes for Reverse Osmosis Unit 
 
Brenda Labat stated, “This is our water filterization. We had three (3) 
bids. One was from Pure Water Solutions in the amount of $48,230.00. 
King Lee Technical bid on two (2) different items in the amount of 
$58,870.00 and $41,544.00. Siemens bid on three (3) different types at 
$46,823.00, $36,750.00 and $40,250.00. We request all of these be taken 



under advisement.” 
 
MOTION: Councilwoman Usry moved and Councilman Millet seconded the 
motion to take the bids for the membranes for the Reverse Osmosis Unit 
under advisement. The motion passed with Councilwomen Cheryl Millet and 
Councilmen Wolfe & Julien absent. 
 
Paul Oncale – Authorization of final acceptance for the St. John the 
Baptist Parish Airport, Airfield Lighting and NAVAIDS Improvements 
 
Paul Oncale, Director of Public Safety, stated, “This project is 
complete. The improvements have been made. I would like to remind the 
council that this entire project was 95% federally funded 5% state with 
no cost to the parish. Administration and the engineering firm, PEC, is 
asking authorization for the Parish President to sign the certificate 
of final acceptance.”  
 
MOTION: Councilman Millet moved and Councilman Smith seconded the 
motion to grant administration authorization of final acceptance for 
the St. John the Baptist Parish Airport, Airfield Lighting and NAVAIDS 
Improvement. The motion passed with Councilwomen Cheryl Millet and 
Councilmen Wolfe & Julien absent. 
 
Mike Henderson – Authorization to execute a contract with GSA 
Consulting Engineers for the West Shore Lac Des Allemands Shoreline 
Protection (CIAP) Project 
 
Mike Henderson, Director of Planning & Zoning, stated, “Almost three 
(3) weeks ago this council authorized the administration to begin to 
move into contract development with two (2) engineering firms. GSA 
being one of those for the West Shore Lac Des Allemands Project. This 
is a coastal improvement assistance program. It is through the federal 
government. They have developed a contract for us. We have reviewed it. 
We have given it to our attorney for review. We recommend approval for 
that.” 
 
MOTION: Councilman Lewis moved and Councilman Millet seconded the 
motion to grant administration authorization to execute a contract with 
GSA Consulting Engineers for the West Shore Lac Des Allemands Shoreline 
Protection (CIAP) Project. The motion passed with Councilwoman Cheryl 
Millet and Councilmen Wolfe & Julien absent. 
 
Councilwoman Millet arrived at the meeting. 
 
Mike Henderson – Authorization to execute a contract with URS for the 
Reserve Relief Canal (CIAP) Project 
 
Mike Henderson stated, “This is basically the same thing as above. This 
is for the Reserve Relief Canal. We are a little bit closer with our 
application here. We have done all of the narrative work and we have 
done some other work. This is to contract with URS for the development 
of the Reserve Relief Canal Project.” 
 
MOTION: Councilman Millet moved and Councilwoman Hotard seconded the 
motion to grant administration authorization to execute a contract with 
URS for the Reserve Relief Canal (CIAP) Project. The motion passed with 
Councilmen Wolfe & Julien absent. 



 
Pat McTopy – Authorization to advertise for the Country Club Bridge 
replacement project as part of the 2009 Bond Issue 
 
Pat McTopy stated, “Under Mr. DiFranco’s contract, he has completed 
design work on the bridge in question. We are seeking authorization to 
begin advertising that project.” 
 
MOTION: Councilwoman Millet moved and Councilwoman Usry seconded the 
motion to grant administration authorization to advertise for the 
Country Club bridge replacement project as part of the 2009 Bond Issue. 
The motion passed with Councilmen Wolfe & Julien absent. 
 
C. J. Savoie – Authorization to execute a contract with Compliance 
Enviro Systems, LLC (CES) for the Sanitary Sewer Evaluation Survey 
 
Chuck Savoie stated, “Through Mrs. Brenda Labat, we went out and 
secured proposals from three (3) different companies to do some smoke 
testing and televising of our sewer system. We received the three (3) 
quotes. We reviewed them. We scored them. Whoever came up with the 
highest score that is who we chose. They were all pretty close. I have 
to tell you it was hard to decide because they were all really close as 
far as when you evaluate them and that was my take on it. Anyway we all 
agreed and went back to administration and said that we agree that 
Compliance Enviro Systems (CES) is who we recommended for this 
particular project. We are asking you to authorize the execution of 
this contract.” 
 
Councilman Millet asked, “On the cameras and all that you are going 
through the sewer system with, where is that located? Is that going to 
be in the Reserve area that you are talking about?” 
 
Chuck Savoie stated, “I think they are talking mainly about Reserve and 
some in LaPlace. They are doing two (2) areas.” 
 
Councilwoman Millet asked, “Where is the company located?” 
 
Chuck Savoie stated, “The Company is located in Baton Rouge. They are 
in our state. The other two (2) were not. That is what gave them 
somewhat of an edge, the fact that they were more local.” 
 
MOTION: Councilman Lewis moved and Councilwoman Hotard seconded the 
motion to grant administration authorization to execute a contract with 
Compliance Enviro Systems, LLC (CES) for the Sanitary Sewer Evaluation 
Survey. The motion passed with Councilmen Wolfe & Julien absent. 
 
Councilman Julien arrived at the meeting. 
 
C.J. Savoie – Authorization to approve the change order for the Edgard 
raw water intake line 
 
Chuck Savoie stated, “The Edgard raw water intake line. You know this 
project has been ongoing for several years. We have been trying to 
complete it. We are nearing completion hopefully in the next two (2) 
weeks. As part of the construction we had to end up locating the new 
wet well. There is a concrete wet well out there. We didn’t know where 
the valve was. It was under the ground, under the water. We found it. 



This prompted the movement of the whole clear well out away from the 
existing structure and when that happened we had to put in a walkway 
going from the existing structure to the new structure. This resulted 
in a change order in the amount of $49,000.00 to build this structure. 
It is forty (40) feet away. They had to drill two (2) additional 
pilings. They had to put some high beams in and some grate beams and 
the electrical all is a part of that $49,000.00. On the other side of 
the fence, they didn’t have to do the de-watering, which we had 
originally anticipated that we were going to have to do at this 
project. We finally got the Corp to allow us not to have to do that. 
That prompted a negative change order of $48,000.00. So we end up with 
a $1,000.00 plus increase for this change order. So the contract went 
from $776 to $777. I don’t know if that is too difficult. If I didn’t 
explain that well I will be glad to redo it.” 
 
Councilman Lee stated, “Mr. Savoie you went a long way around that 
because the administration’s recommendation was for $1,000.00 change 
order. That is what we are looking at here. So for the benefit of the 
public let’s make sure that is understood. It is not a $48,000.00 
change order but it is a $1,000.00 change order.” 
 
Councilwoman Millet asked, “Does this mean it is going to finally be 
taken care of on the West Bank?” 
 
Chuck Savoie stated, “Yes.” 
 
Councilman Lewis stated, “Thank God.” 
 
MOTION: Councilman Lewis moved and Councilman Millet seconded the 
motion to approve the change order for the Edgard raw water intake 
line. The motion passed with Councilman Wolfe absent. 
 
Buddy Boe – Authorization to extend the Acadian Ambulance contract 
through September 30th, 2010 
 
Buddy Boe stated, “This item is in anticipation of the next item. This 
is a ninety (90) day contract extension of our ambulance service 
contract so that we can, if the next item is approved, seek request for 
proposals for parish wide ambulance service. Administration is asking 
for approval on the ninety (90) day as is contract extension for 
Acadian Ambulance through September 30th.” 
 
Councilwoman Millet asked, “Has Acadian agreed to this extension under 
the same terms?” 
 
Buddy Boe stated, “Yes. They have.” 
 
MOTION: Councilman Smith moved and Councilwoman Usry seconded the 
motion to grant administration authorization to extend the Acadian 
Ambulance contract through September 30th, 2010. The motion passed with 
Councilman Wolfe absent. 
 
Buddy Boe – Authorization to go out for RFP’s for Parish wide Ambulance 
Service 
 
Buddy Boe stated, “Now that we have enough time within the contract, 
with the previous item being approved, we are asking for approval to go 



out for RFP’s for parish wide ambulance services.” 
 
MOTION: Councilman Lewis moved and Councilman Smith seconded the motion 
to grant administration authorization to go out for RFP’s for Parish 
wide Ambulance Service. The motion passed with Councilman Wolfe absent. 
 
Any and all other financial concerns 
 
There were no other financial concerns. 
 
Adjournment 
 
MOTION: Councilwoman Millet moved and Councilman Millet seconded the 
motion to adjourn. The motion passed with Councilman Wolfe absent. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


