
                                FINANCE COMMITTEE MINUTES 
May 11, 2010 

Chairman Steve Lee 
Vice-Chairman Charles Julien 

 
Members: Haston Lewis, Danny Millet, Charles Julien, Jaclyn Hotard, 
Darnel Usry, Ronnie Smith, Cheryl Millet, Dale Wolfe, Steve Lee 
 
PRESENT: Haston Lewis, Ronnie Smith, Danny Millet, Darnel C. Usry, 
Cheryl Millet, Charles Julien 
 
ABSENT: Steve Lee, Dale Wolfe, Jaclyn Hotard 
 
BID OPENING REPORT/AWARDS: 
 
Brenda Labat – Openings – Granular Chlorine & 3” Bio-Sanitizer 
Disinfecting tablets 
 
Brenda Labat, Department of Purchasing, stated, “Today we opened bids 
on several items. The first being granular dry chlorine & 3” bio-
sanitizer. There were three bidders Southern Chem, Thatcher Chemical of 
Florida and Shipyard Supply out of Metairie. We ask to take these bids 
under advisement.” 
 
MOTION: Councilwoman Usry moved and Councilman Smith seconded the 
motion to take the bids for Granular Chlorine & 3” Bio-Sanitizer 
Disinfecting tablets under advisement. The motion passed with 
Councilwoman Hotard and Councilmen Lee & Wolfe absent.  
 
Brenda Labat – Greenwood Bridge Replacement 
 
Brenda Labat stated, “The next bid opening was the Greenwood Bridge 
replacement. There were 7 bidders. Gray Construction, BLD Services, 
Great Southern dredging, Gwinn Brothers, Coastal Bridge Company, 
Dolphin Services and Command Construction all bid on the project. The 
apparent low bidder here would be $440,980.00. We ask to take these 
bids under advisement.”  
 
MOTION: Councilwoman Millet moved and Councilman Lewis seconded the 
motion to take the bids for the Greenwood Bridge Replacement Project 
under advisement. The motion passed with Councilwoman Hotard and 
Councilmen Lee & Wolfe absent.  
 
Brenda Labat – Water Storage Tank repair & Rehab Priority Group 2 
 
Brenda Labat stated, “We had five bidders for this item, TMI Coatings, 
Classic Protective Coatings, Blastco, Inc., L&L General Contractors and 
Professional Application Services Inc. all bid on the project. The 
apparent low bidder looks like Blastco, Inc. in the amount of 
$877,250.00. We ask that you take these bids under advisement.” 
 
MOTION: Councilwoman Usry moved and Councilwoman Millet seconded the 
motion to take the bids for the Water Storage Tank repair & Rehab 
Priority Group 2 under advisement. The motion passed with Councilwoman 
Hotard and Councilmen Lee & Wolfe absent.  
 
 



Brenda Labat – Generator Installation Ruddock Well #2, Station #2, 
Station #3 
 
C.J. Savoie, Parish Engineer, stated, “The next item was the generators 
and I asked her to let me do this one because this was the second bid 
on this project. If you remember the last one the low bidder was Ryan 
Gootee General Contractors in the amount of $422,000.00. The bids came 
in again and the low bidder this time was Central Electric of Monroe in 
the amount of $341,000.00. I want to take this bid under advisement. 
Also you can see that we came down around $80,000.00 from where we 
were.” 
 
Councilwoman Millet asked, “What was the original estimate or budget?” 
 
Chuck Savoie stated, “The budget was $250,000.00 originally.” 
 
Councilwoman Millet asked, “So we are still over budget?” 
 
Chuck Savoie stated, “We are still over budget but not as bad as we 
were over budget. I have been trying to get it down. I made some more 
adjustments to the plans this time to bring it down but this looks like 
this is going to be as low as I can get it. They didn’t even come down 
since I adjusted the plans. The other contractors came down about 40 to 
50,000.00 but they didn’t come down to where I was in the budget.” 
 
Councilman Lewis asked, “Chuck how much are we out of the way right 
now?” 
 
Chuck Savoie stated, “About 90,000.00, it was 250,000.00 and the low 
bidder is 341,000.00.” 
 
MOTION: Councilman Lewis moved and Councilman Smith seconded the motion 
to take the bids for Generator Installation Ruddock Well #2, Station 
#2, Station #3 under advisement. The motion passed with Councilwoman 
Hotard and Councilmen Lee & Wolfe absent.  
 
Brenda Labat – Sale of Parish Property on Cardinal Street, LaPlace 
 
Brenda Labat stated, “My final opening wasn’t for a bid, it was for a 
sale of lots 18, 19, and 20 on Cardinal Street in LaPlace. We have 
these properties up for sale. There was one bidder. Rising Star Church 
bid $30,000.00. I ask that you take this under advisement.” 
 
MOTION: Councilman Lewis moved and Councilwoman Usry seconded the 
motion to take the offers for the sale of Parish Property on Cardinal 
Street, LaPlace under advisement. The motion passed with Councilwoman 
Hotard and Councilmen Lee & Wolfe absent.  
 
David Dupre – Bid Awards – Regala Gymnasium 
 
David Dupre, Meyers Engineers, stated, “We opened bids for the Regala 
Gymnasium on April 29th. Block Construction was the low bidder at 
$2,285,300.00 which represents the base bid and the two alternates. We 
recommend that the contract be awarded to Block Construction.” 
 
Councilman Julien asked, “I am wondering how much was the initial 
budget and how much did they come in under?” 



 
David Dupre stated, “It came in a decent bit under. I was very pleased 
with that. The cost estimate was $2,722,500.00. So it came in a little 
over $400,000.00 under the estimated budget.” 
 
Councilman Julien asked, “My question is if they are coming in at half 
a million dollars under are we going to get what we are paying for? We 
have a situation with the and I don’t know how my other council members 
feel about this but we have a situation with the Civic Center that 
probably could have been built a little bit better. Now we are getting 
ready to build the gym so as we are $400,000.00 under budget how can we 
ensure that we get a quality project?” 
 
David Dupre stated, “Well we designed it for a quality project and we 
are going to ensure that it is built for the plans and specs. They had 
nine contractors that bid on this which was a good amount. I just think 
that there isn’t as much work out there and contractors are hungrier 
and they were able to put a good price on it.” 
 
Councilman Smith stated, “Mr. Julien I also looked at the other bids 
that were submitted. We had one bid that came in $40,000.00 over the 
bid that we accepted. A lot of the bids were in close proximity to the 
bid that we are accepting. It wasn’t like this one was $400,000.00 
lower than everybody else. They were all in very close range.” 
 
MOTION: Councilman Smith moved and Councilman Millet seconded the 
motion to award the bid for the Regala Gymnasium to Block Construction. 
The motion passed with Councilwoman Hotard and Councilmen Lee & Wolfe 
absent.  
 
Brenda Labat – Reserve Boat Launch improvements 
 
Brenda Labat stated, “We request to award this to L&L General 
Contractors in the amount of $540,000.00.” 
 
MOTION: Councilman Millet moved and Councilman Smith seconded the 
motion to award the bid for the Reserve Boat Launch improvements to L&L 
General Construction in the amount of $540,000.00. The motion passed 
with Councilwoman Hotard and Councilmen Lee & Wolfe absent.  
 
Brenda Labat – Residential electrical repairs (ARRA) Weatherization 
Assistance Program 
 
Brenda Labat stated, “We would like to award this to First Contact 
Electrical. They bid a price of $47.00 an hour to do the work.” 
 
MOTION: Councilman Smith moved and Councilman Millet seconded the 
motion to award the bid for residential electrical repairs (ARRA) 
weatherization assistance program to First Contact Electrical at a 
price of $47.00 an hour. The motion passed with Councilwoman Hotard and 
Councilmen Lee & Wolfe absent.  
 
Brenda Labat – Historic East St., Garyville & N.W. 2nd St., Reserve 
 
Brenda Labat stated, “The first one is for Historic East Street and 
drainage improvements. This is in Garyville. The bid award would go to 
R.J. Daigle & Sons for $563,559.00.” 



 
Councilwoman Millet asked, “What was the original budget amount for 
this? Do you know?” 
 
Chuck Savoie stated, “When this first came out it was four years ago. 
So this is a four year old budget. When the block grant first came out 
it was four years ago that we prepared the plans and specifications for 
that project. It took them that long before we actually got approval 
and they would not adjust our budget. We tried to keep it within there 
and we kept it pretty close. It was around $56,000.00 more than what 
was actually estimated.” 
 
MOTION: Councilman Smith moved and Councilman Millet seconded the 
motion to award the bid for Historic East St., Garyville to RJ Daigle & 
Sons Contractors. The motion passed with Councilwoman Hotard and 
Councilmen Lee & Wolfe absent.  
 
Brenda Labat stated, “Okay N.W. 2nd Street in Reserve goes to R.J. 
Daigle & Sons at a price of $545,117.30.” 
 
MOTION: Councilman Millet moved and Councilman Smith seconded the 
motion to award the bid for N.W. 2nd St., Reserve to RJ Daigle & Sons 
Contractors in the amount of $545,117.30. The motion passed with 
Councilwoman Hotard and Councilmen Lee & Wolfe absent.  
 
Gerald Babin – Change order #1 – Airfield Lighting and NAVAIDS 
Improvements – in the amount of $39,191.40 
 
Gerald Babin, PEC, stated, “This is change order #1 for lighting at the 
airport. As you know we accepted that project at the last meeting. This 
is just a housekeeping change order. It is probably one of the easiest 
change orders that will come through this committee. It is funded by an 
extension of the federal grant that you have so it is no cost to the 
parish. It just has to be approved by the parish. It will be funded 
through federal and state grants. It is $39,191.40.” 
 
MOTION: Councilman Millet moved and Councilman Smith seconded the 
motion to grant change order #1 for the St. John the Baptist Parish 
Airport, Airfield Lighting and NAVAIDS Improvements in the amount of 
$39,191.40. The motion passed with Councilwoman Hotard and Councilmen 
Lee & Wolfe absent.  
 
Any and all other financial concerns 
 
Councilman Smith asked, “I had a letter that was sent to me from Mrs. 
Elois Joseph. We have a situation going on now with the school board 
budget cuts that are going down. Originally what happened was the 
school board would give Ms. Joseph busses and drivers for the feeding 
program that the parish puts on. They now want to charge us for it. 
Also with recreation for the camp that the parish puts on we were given 
busses for that also. Now we have to pay for that. The budget that is 
needed for recreation is $15,000.00 and $30,160.00 for the feeding 
program for a total of $45,160.00. What I would like to do is I am 
going to forward this paper work to the council. I would like to act on 
this at the next meeting. I would like to find where we can get this 
money from the budget wherever and just have it transferred into their 
budget so we can continue with the feeding program and camps for the 



children of the parish.” 
 
Adjournment 
 
MOTION: Councilwoman Millet moved and Councilman Smith seconded the 
motion to adjourn. The motion passed with Councilwoman Hotard and 
Councilmen Lee & Wolfe absent.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 


