
                                FINANCE COMMITTEE MINUTES 
May 25, 2010 

Chairman Steve Lee 
Vice-Chairman Charles Julien 

 
Members: Haston Lewis, Danny Millet, Charles Julien, Jaclyn Hotard, 
Darnel Usry, Ronnie Smith, Cheryl Millet, Dale Wolfe, Steve Lee 
 
PRESENT: Haston Lewis, Ronnie Smith, Darnel C. Usry, Cheryl Millet, 
Charles Julien, Steve Lee, Dale Wolfe,  
 
ABSENT: Jaclyn Hotard & Danny Millet 
 
BID OPENING REPORT/AWARDS: 
 
Brenda Labat – Openings – Sewer Manhole Restoration Project Phase I 
 
Brenda Labat, Department of Purchasing, stated, “We opened bids today. 
We got a bid in from BLD Services, LLC for $292,343.00; the second bid 
was Gulf Coast Underground, LLC for $273,173.46. We ask to take these 
bids under advisement." 
 
MOTION: Councilwoman Millet moved and Councilman Wolfe seconded the 
motion to take the bids for Sewer Manhole Restoration Project Phase I 
under advisement. The motion passed with Councilwoman Hotard and 
Councilman Danny Millet absent. 
 
Councilman Danny Millet arrived at the meeting. 
 
Brenda Labat – Awards – Dry Chlorine Granular & 3” Bio-Sanitizer 
Disinfecting Tablets 
 
Brenda Labat stated, “Dry Chlorine Granular goes to Thatcher Chemical 
of Florida. The price is $154.71 per 100# drum. The second item I have 
an incorrect entry in the council information. These 3" Bio-Sanitizer 
Disinfecting tablets go to Shipyard Supply at $139.00 per 100#. Those 
are the only two items in that bid. I am asking the council to award 
these prices." 
 
MOTION: Councilman Smith moved and Councilman Julien seconded the 
motion to award the bid for Dry Chlorine Granular to Thatcher Chemical 
of Florida for $154.71 per 100# drum and the 3” Bio-Sanitizer 
Disinfecting Tablets to Shipyard Supply for $139.00 per 100#. The 
motion passed with Councilwoman Hotard absent. 
 
Brenda Labat – Award - Greenwood Bridge Replacement 
 
Brenda Labat stated, “The Vendor for the Greenwood Bridge replacement 
project would be Grey Construction Co. The price is $440,980.00. There 
was an engineer’s estimate of this at $420,000.00. We ask that you 
award this bid." 
 
Councilwoman Millet asked, "Mrs. Labat if you could get me the address 
on Grey Construction I would appreciate that." 
 
Councilman Smith stated, "Mrs. Labat you said that the estimated 
engineering cost was $420,000.00?" 



 
Brenda Labat stated, "Yes." 
 
Councilman Smith asked, "And the bid was for $440,000.00?" 
 
Brenda Labat stated, "Yes." 
 
Councilman Smith asked, "Is that money available in the budget?" 
 
Brenda Labat stated, "Yes." 
 
Councilman Smith asked, "What's in the budget?" 
 
Pat McTopy, Finance Director, stated, "Mr. Smith that is part of the 
capital improvement budget from the 29.5 million dollar bond issue. A 
portion of that budget is allocated to pay for the design for the 
Airline Hwy. improvements at three locations and for these three bridge 
replacements. So yes there are some extra dollars in there to 
accommodate that increase." 
 
Councilman Smith stated, "That's fine Mr. McTopy. My concern was going 
over budget on this item and not having enough money to complete some 
other project." 
 
Pat McTopy stated, "No we should have adequate funding because we 
budgeted and expected $350,000.00 for the Fairway Drive Bridge. As you 
recall at an earlier meeting it was determined that the bridge did not 
have to be completely replaced and that we would be able to do some 
less significant renovations therefore saving some dollars." 
 
Councilman Smith stated, "Thank you Mr. McTopy." 
 
MOTION: Councilwoman Millet moved and Councilwoman Usry seconded the 
motion to award the bid for the Greenwood Bridge Replacement Project to 
Grey Construction Co. in the amount of $440,980.00. The motion passed 
with Councilwoman Hotard absent.  
 
Brenda Labat – Water Storage Tank repair & Rehab Priority Group 2 
 
Brenda Labat stated, “This award will go to Blastco Inc. at 
$877,250.00. This company is out of Texas. The engineer's estimate was 
1.1 million dollars." 
 
Councilwoman Millet stated, "I want to get this straight because I did 
have some information about this. Is it Blastco Texas, Inc. or Blastco 
Inc.?" 
 
Brenda Labat stated, "It really is Blastco Texas, Inc. they are out of 
Texas." 
 
Councilwoman Millet stated, "Thank you." 
 
MOTION: Councilman Julien moved and Councilman Millet seconded the 
motion to award the bid for the Water Storage Tank repair & Rehab 
Priority Group 2 to Blastco Inc. out of Texas in the amount of 
$877,250.00. The motion passed with Councilwoman Hotard absent. 
 



C.J. Savoie - Award – Generator Installation Ruddock Well #2, Station 
#2, Station #3 
 
C.J. Savoie, Parish Engineer, stated, “This is actually three stations. 
The original estimate if you all remember was $250,000.00. We went out 
for bids. The low bid the first time was $422,000.00. We readvertised 
and went out for bids again. The low bid this time is $341,000.00 which 
brought us down about $81,000.00. I have talked with the contractors. I 
have reviewed it several times. We have made adjustments to the plans. 
Ladies and gentlemen of the council I recommend that we go with the 
$341,000.00 and that low bidder is Central Electric of Monroe."  
 
MOTION: Councilman Millet moved and Councilman Lewis seconded the 
motion to award the bid for Generator Installation Ruddock Well #2, 
Station #2, Station #3 to Central Electric of Monroe with a bid amount 
of $341,000.00. The motion passed Councilwoman Hotard absent. 
 
Brenda Labat – Sale of Parish Property on Cardinal Street, LaPlace 
 
Brenda Labat stated, "There were three lots that we advertised for sale 
on Cardinal Street. There was one bidder Rising Star Baptist Church. 
They bid an estimate of $30,000.00. That was their bid. The property 
was appraised at $27,000.00. We request approval to sell this 
property." 
 
MOTION: Councilman Smith moved and Councilman Julien seconded the 
motion to accept administrations recommendation for the sale of the 
parish property on Cardinal Street to Rising Star Baptist Church for 
$30,000.00. The motion passed with Councilwoman Hotard absent. 
 
David Dupre – Authorization to go out for bids for the West Bank Park 
Pavement Improvements Project 
 
David Dupre, Meyers Engineers, stated, "We wrapped up the plans for the 
West Bank Park Pavement Improvement Project and recommend that the 
council authorize administration to go out for bids on the project." 
 
MOTION: Councilman Lewis moved and Councilman Wolfe seconded the motion 
to grant administration authorization to go out for bids for the West 
Bank Park Pavement Improvements Project. The motion passed with 
Councilwoman Hotard absent. 
 
Ronnie Smith – Bond Management Contract Amendment to agreement with 
Crescent Engineering Group, LLC and C. J. Savoie Consulting Engineers, 
Inc.  
 
Councilman Smith stated, "What is simply going on with this item, they 
need to switch two items. The bond issue had both of them as managing 
partners half was to Mr. Savoie; the other half was to Crescent. They 
would like to switch two items inside their bond issues. One being the 
gym and I have forgotten what the other one is simply because one of 
the people that Crescent operates with is already working on one of the 
projects. We just simply didn't want this to become a conflict of 
interest. All the money is the same. Nothing changes. There is no money 
or anything that I need. I just want to give them authorization to 
switch those two items." 
 



Councilman Lee asked, "Administration are you aware of this and have no 
problems with it?" 
 
Natalie Robottom, Parish President, stated, "Yes." 
 
MOTION: Councilman Julien moved and Councilman Millet seconded the 
motion to grant administration authorization to amend the Bond 
Management Contract agreement with Crescent Engineering Group, LLC and 
C.J. Savoie Consulting Engineers, Inc. The motion passed with 
Councilwoman Hotard absent. 
 
Ronnie Smith – Funding for bus transportation of Summer Food Services 
Program children 
 
Councilman Smith stated, "What I am requesting here is the exact amount 
of money for, is Ms. Elois here? Ms. Elois what is the exact amount 
that you need?" 
 
Elois Joseph, Director of Health & Human Services, stated, 
"$26,300.00." 
 
Councilman Smith stated, "Ms. Elois needs $26,300.00. Ms. Poche how 
much do we need for recreation?" 
 
Debra Poche, Recreation Manager, stated, "$25,200.00." 
 
Councilman Smith stated, "That comes to about $51,500.00 or something 
like that. What that is for? We run a summer feeding program for people 
in parish and we also run a summer recreation program for the kids. In 
that program there are transportation needs and this year because of 
the budget cuts at the school board they are not able to give that 
service to us for free and pay for it. So now we have to absorb that 
expense and that expense has not been placed into those two budgets. So 
what we need now is to have a transfer of funds either from the general 
fund or economic development moved into their two budgets to pay for 
their transportation, to cover their transportation issue without that 
transportation issue these programs will not be a success and it will 
be a hindrances to the people of our parish." 
 
Councilwoman Millet stated, "I really feel at a lost here and it is not 
a big deal. I understand it is coming from the budget we have. Do we 
have the funds available for this? Question number one. Second question 
I would like either Ms. Joseph or Mrs. Poche to kind of elaborate on 
what these two programs do entail so that the people of the parish know 
what their money is being spent on. Thank you." 
 
Pat McTopy stated, "Your answer to question number one as to where the 
funding would come from what we propose is that later in June or early 
July we will be introducing a budget amendment and we propose at that 
time that we handle it in that amendment." 
 
Elois Joseph stated, "The summer feeding program feeds kids from 18 and 
under a meal between 11 and 1 every day and it is run from Monday 
through Friday. It is not an income eligible program. Your kids can 
eat. My kids can eat. Anybody’s kids can eat. We are just making sure 
that kids get a well nutritious balanced meal during the summer. I have 
five sites that we use." 



 
Councilwoman Millet asked, "How do they sign up for this program?" 
 
Elois Joseph stated, "They don't have to sign. We have busses that pass 
through the community that pick up kids." 
 
Councilwoman Millet asked, "How does that work? Does a bus just pass? 
Is there a time?" 
 
Elois Joseph stated, "Yes. We have been doing the summer feeding 
program for about fourteen years or longer." 
 
Councilwoman Millet stated, "It is the first I am hearing of it. I am 
just really thrilled to death that we do it. I am thrilled but it is 
something I never knew was even available." 
 
Elois Joseph stated, "Well we do have the announcement on Channel 15. 
We also send letters out to all the local churches. We send to all the 
local schools to notify them about the program. It is a successful 
program. We feed about 2,500 kids a day. When I first got the program 
we were feeding 500. So now it is about 2,500." 
 
Councilwoman Millet stated, "That is fantastic. Thank you Ms. Joseph." 
 
Debra Poche stated, "We operate a summer camp for the ages 4 to 12. Our 
camp is from Monday until Thursday from 9:00 until 3:30. We advertise 
in the two papers, on Channel 15 and we put ads at the schools. As of 
right now we have 202 registered, 8 pending and from 10 to 12 years old 
we have 60. We employ the teachers of St. John Parish as supervisors. 
As aids we use the college or high school kids and we provide the 
application." 
 
Councilman Millet asked, "On that transportation, how many busses do 
they run?" 
 
Elois Joseph stated, “I have 18 and Ms. Poche has 7 on this side and 1 
on the West Bank.” 
 
MOTION: Councilman Julien moved and Councilman Wolfe seconded the 
motion to grant administration authorization to make a budget amendment 
to accommodate the summer feeding program and the summer camp 
recreation program transportation. The motion passed with Councilwoman 
Hotard absent. 
 
Tom Daley – Ratification of legal fees 
 
Tom Daley, District Attorney, stated, “I provided all of you with a 
packet of information and you recently got a letter from the Assistant 
Attorney General copied to myself and I will read a portion of it. It 
is addressed to Mr. John Millet. Your letter alleges that members of 
the St. John the Baptist Parish Council violated Louisiana Constitution 
Article 7 by using public funds to pay for or reimburse legal expenses 
incurred by a councilman for legal representation in defending ethics 
charges brought against him. The council made these payments while the 
investigation was ongoing. It is our understanding that the councilman 
was cleared of the ethics charges. The Attorney General's office 
concludes in response to Mr. Millet's allegations that these funds were 



illegally used that if a public body pays for or reimburses for legal 
expenses incurred by a public officer employee sued for civil damages 
are charged with crimes stemming from the performance of his official 
functions and duties and that person is later found to be guilty of the 
charges brought against him the public body would have made those 
payments in violation of Louisiana Constitution and there would be a 
duty to recover those payments. However based on the facts you present, 
this was not the case of St. John the Baptist Parish Council because 
the councilman was cleared of the charges brought against him. Although 
not done in the correct order, the fact that the council approved 
reimbursement of legal expenses before it should have does not make the 
payment of those legal fees a violation of the law. By ratifying its 
decision to pay for or reimburse the attorney fees at a future meeting 
after the charges were dropped the council may be able to correct this 
action. That is the summary of the letter that I received from the 
Attorney General's Office. I include in your packet four letters, 
confidential correspondence from the Ethic's Board, one concerning Mr. 
Steve Lee, one concerning Jaclyn Hotard, one concerning Cheryl Millet 
and one concerning Ronnie Smith all of which state that after an 
investigation the board instructs its staff to close their files on the 
matters raised in the ‘07 allegation. Also I have included for your 
review a copy of the law suit that was filed by Mr. Millet in May of 
2007 wherein Mr. Millet sued the parish attempting to enjoin the award 
of the insurance contract that this council passed. That lawsuit and 
its resulting attempt for injunction was dismissed at district court. 
Thereafter the matter proceeded to the ethic's board. Included in your 
papers is the fact that this lawsuit was forwarded pursuant to normal 
procedures to the insurance agent and then Mr. Rollo forwarded this 
petition to the insurance attorney for the parish Carl Butler. Mr. 
Butler proceeded to defend the parish and represent the parish in 
regards to the ethics investigation. Included in your packet is a 
series of invoices that Mr. Butler submitted to the parish 
administration and which were paid. One all addressing the matter John 
Millet versus St. John the Baptist Parish the total sum of which over a 
three year period amounted to $29,586.43. The second packet in 
reference to advisory opinion which was sought to clarify the issue 
with regards to the ethics issue involved. The total payment was 
$10,566.42. Pursuant to the letter that I received from the Attorney 
General's Office I am suggesting that this council ratify the payment 
of these funds if you so desire, to clarify any issues with regards to 
the legality of this expenditure. I will be happy to answer any 
questions." 
 
MOTION: Councilman Smith moved and Councilwoman Millet seconded the 
motion for the ratification of legal fees in conjunction with the John 
Millet vs. St. John the Baptist Parish. The motion passed with 
Councilwoman Hotard absent. 
 
Pat McTopy – Authorization to go out for bids for entrance signs 
throughout the parish 
 
Pat McTopy, Chief Financial Officer, stated, “This is part of the 
ongoing program that the parish has embarked upon for a number of years 
now to get signs at various locations. RPC did the initial study. This 
council approved and awarded a contract for design services with 
Cantrell and Associates and this is a phase to install nine of the 
smaller signs essentially at the entrances to the parish, Airline Hwy. 



at St. James and St. John, River Road at St. James and St. John, West 
Bank at 18 and 3127 and similarly at St. Charles. So there are nine 
signs. At the time this was placed on the agenda it was felt that the 
cost would be significant enough to advertise for bids. It has been 
determined that it won’t be anymore than $10,000.00. We have plans and 
specification. We suggest now that we take it off of the agenda and 
allow us to get prices based on the plans and specifications and try 
and get the best price that we can. The funding will come out of the 
EDC budget beautification line item.” 
 
MOTION: Councilman Smith moved and Councilwoman Usry seconded the 
motion to grant administration authorization to move forward and 
negotiate the cost and purchase the entrance signs throughout the 
parish. The motion passed with Councilwoman Hotard absent. 
 
Marie Brown-Mercadel – Authorization to sign agreement with River 
Parishes Tourist Commission 
 
Marie Brown-Mercadel, CAO, stated, “We are requesting authorization to 
extend the parish’s agreement with the tourist commission for one year 
at no cost to the parish. This will allow the commission to continue 
marketing and performing booking services for the facility. As you know 
they have managed the Civic Center since 2007. Again it is at zero cost 
and the parish provides space and utilities.” 
 
MOTION: Councilwoman Millet moved and Councilman Smith seconded the 
motion to grant administration authorization to sign an agreement with 
River Parishes Tourist Commission. The motion passed with Councilwoman 
Hotard absent. 
 
Dale Wolfe – Agreement to enter into a Professional Services Contract 
with St. John the Baptist Parish Government and Kerry D. Brown, LLC for 
special projects 
 
Councilman Wolfe stated, “Today I had a meeting with Mr. Tom Daley and 
Mr. Kerry Brown. It was a fruitful meeting. I ask that this council 
have a little patience and allow us to get together again and work out 
what we plan to do with Mr. Brown. I think this parish is growing at a 
rapid pace. We need additional coverage in terms of this council. I 
really feel that Mr. Kerry Brown will bring information, not discarding 
you Mr. Perilloux, along with you Mr. Perilloux, will cover this parish 
and give this council what we need as the coverage of our legal 
counsel. Mr. Daley was concerned about the reason behind the additional 
counsel. I think at this time he feels comfortable in terms of getting 
back together and working out what is needed for this parish and for 
this council. I ask that we get back together. Thank you Mr. Daley.” 
 
Councilman Lee asked, “Mr. Wolfe at this time you would just like a 
motion to remove this item from the agenda?” 
 
Councilman Wolfe stated, “I just want to remove it from the agenda at 
this time.” 
 
MOTION: Councilman Wolfe moved and Councilman Smith seconded the motion 
to remove the above mentioned item from the agenda. The motion passed 
with Councilwoman Hotard absent. 
 



Any and all other financial concerns 
 
There were no other financial concerns. 
 
Adjournment 
 
MOTION: Councilwoman Millet moved and Councilman Julien seconded the 
motion to adjourn. The motion passed with Councilwoman Hotard absent. 
 

 
 
 
 
 


