
                                  FINANCE COMMITTEE MINUTES 
September 13th, 2011 
Chairman Steve Lee 

Vice-Chairman Charles Julien 
 
Members: Haston Lewis, Danny Millet, Charles Julien, Jaclyn Hotard, 
Darnel C. Usry, Cheryl Millet, Lucien Gauff, III, Ronnie Smith, Steve 
Lee 
 
PRESENT: Ronnie Smith, Jaclyn Hotard, Lucien Gauff, III, Steve Lee, 
Cheryl Millet, Haston Lewis, Darnel C. Usry 
 
ABSENT: Charles Julien & Danny Millet 
 
BID OPENING REPORT/AWARDS: 
 
Brenda Labat – Bid Openings – Lighting Fixtures for the Governmental 
Office Building 
 
Brenda Labat, Director of Purchasing, stated, “We did not receive any 
bid offerings on these lighting fixtures. I would like to request 
permission to re-advertise. I did have a call this afternoon from a 
vendor who was confused about the time to submit the bid and he does 
plan to submit. I will try contacting more vendors.”  
 
MOTION: Councilman Smith moved and Councilwoman Hotard seconded the 
motion to grant administration authorization to re-advertise for 
lighting fixtures for the Governmental Office Building. The motion 
passed with Councilmen Julien and Danny Millet absent.  
 
Brenda Labat – Bid Openings – Utilities Department Office Trailer 
 
Brenda Labat stated, “There were four bidders. The first bid was from 
M. Space out of Texas, their bid was $49,000.00. The second was Palomar 
Modular, also from Texas, their bid was $51,261.00. The next was 
ModSpace from Pennsylvania for $49,198.00. The final bid was Satellite 
out of LaPlace at $40,818.00. The administration request permission to 
take these under advisement.” 
 
MOTION: Councilwoman Hotard moved and Councilwoman Usry seconded the 
motion to take the four bids for the Utilities Department Office 
Trailer under advisement. The motion passed with Councilmen Julien and 
Danny Millet absent. 
 
Brenda Labat – Bid Openings – Control Valves for Ruddock Well System 
 
Brenda Labat stated, “On this item we had only one bid from La. 
Utilities Supplies out of Metairie at a price of $21,000.00. The 
administration request permission to take these under advisement.” 
 
MOTION: Councilwoman Usry moved and Councilwoman Millet seconded the 
motion to take the one bid for control valves for the Ruddock Well 
System under advisement. The motion passed with Councilmen Julien and 
Danny Millet absent. 
 
 



Theresa Rodgers/Stacey Cador – Authorization to renew the Fire 
Department’s Sick and Accident (Special Risk) Policy with National 
Union 
 
Theresa Rodgers, CAO, stated, “Administration requests authorization to 
renew the Fire Department’s Sick and Accident (Special Risk) Policy 
with National Union Fire Insurance Company through Riverlands Insurance 
Services, Inc. The annual premium of $63,878.00 reflects an increase of 
$1,599.00 over last year’s premium.  The renewal policy will take 
effect on September 16, 2011.”   
 
MOTION: Councilman Smith moved and Councilman Gauff seconded the motion 
to grant administration Authorization to renew the Fire Department’s 
Sick and Accident (Special Risk) Policy with National Union. The motion 
passed with 4 yeas, 2 absent (Julien & Danny Millet) and 3 abstaining 
(Lee, Hotard, Cheryl Millet). 
 
Councilman Danny Millet arrived at 6:10 PM. 
 
Theresa Rodgers/Angelic Sutherland – Authorization to renew the 
contract with the Broussard Baloney Law Firm, APC for services 
associated with the adjudicated properties program 
 
Angelic Sutherland, Assistant to the Parish President, stated, 
“Administration requests authorization to renew the contract with The 
Broussard Baloney Law Firm, APC for services associated with the 
adjudicated properties program.  Policies and procedures for this 
program are in the final revision phase and will be presented to the 
council for final approval.  This is a fee for service contract with 
the scope of work identified in Exhibit A. You should have a copy of 
the contract here at your desk.”  
 
MOTION: Councilman Gauff moved and Councilman Smith seconded the motion 
for discussion. The motion passed with Councilman Julien absent. 
 
Councilman Lewis stated, “I have a problem with that. If you remember 
administration had it on the agenda for about 3 months. We talked about 
hiring someone about a year ago. I thought they were going to wait 
until they came to us with an idea of how they were going to do that. I 
thought that was what Mrs. Robottom was fixing to do so that we would 
have some idea of where we are going. I am not in favor of adjudicated 
properties. I have a lot of people in my district that already have 
trouble with succession here adjudicated just comes along and takes the 
land and sells it to somebody else. I am sure that is the way 
adjudicated works but nobody spelled out how it was going to happen and 
this is a dangerous thing to do. Nobody really explained it to us. I 
would hate for us to hire someone, put them on the payroll and we 
haven’t come up with an idea of what we are going to do ourselves.” 
 
Angelic Sutherland stated, “In 2009 the council approved 2 contracts, 
one with Choice Title and one with Broussard/Baloney. As part of the 
scope of the contract that was approved was to establish the policies 
and procedures to bring before the council in the form of an ordinance. 
Mr. Lewis is correct. Earlier this year in May we did bring a proposed 
ordinance for policies and procedures before the council. It was 
ordinance 11-18. Administration if you recall continued to carry this 
over for a couple of meetings before removing it from the agenda and 



this was because our new counsel, Mr. O’Regan, once he came in it had 
already been submitted and he had a couple of questions about it. So 
that is why we have been trying to work out some issues to see if we 
needed to make some revisions before presenting it to the council. 
These policies and procedures were also presented to the council in the 
workshops we held in March of this year. So the council should have 
received, in March, if you attended those workshops, if not a copy was 
emailed to you of the proposed ordinance. So you should have received 
at least a draft of the policies and procedures. That would have been 
what was introduced earlier this year. Of course we are in the final 
revision stages, we are deciding if we need to make revisions before 
presenting it to the council to approve to move forward with the 
program. The contract is not entering into a contract. We are renewing 
their existing contract which expires in September of this year. We are 
renewing that so that they can continue the work that they have been 
doing on the drafting of the policies and procedures for the program.” 
 
Councilwoman Usry stated, “Mr. Haston you were right. We required that 
we have the procedures in hand. We haven’t received them. I haven’t 
received them. It is hard for us to vote on renewing the contract and 
we don’t know what has been done in the past 2 years. So I would table 
until we can find out what has been done in the past 2 years so that at 
least we can see the procedures because I haven’t seen them.” 
 
Angelic Sutherland stated, “It was also introduced in the ordinance in 
May.” 
 
Councilwoman Usry stated, “We don’t have it though, that was tabled for 
such a time that if it was there I didn’t pay attention. Once I saw the 
word tabled that was it I didn’t go on with it. I would suggest we 
table the renewing of the contract until we have the procedures in 
hand.” 
 
Councilman Smith asked, “Has any money been paid on this contract and 
how much?” 
 
Angelic Sutherland stated, “Yes it has. I don’t have that current 
amount with me as I didn’t know that would be asked. I can get that 
amount to you. There was some money spent before we got here because 
the contract started in 2009.” 
 
Councilman Smith stated, “That is what I am getting at. It has been 2 
years. We still don’t have procedures in place. We spent money. We 
still don’t have anything in place. I don’t feel comfortable renewing a 
contract that is 2 years old when we have paid on this contract and the 
procedures haven’t been finished in 2 years.” 
 
Natalie Robottom stated, “Just a little back ground information and 
obviously if a table is still in order we welcome that. These contracts 
were entered into in 2009. At the time it was one contract and the 
council opted to add a second contractor to the mix. Administratively, 
the previous administration divided the task between the two 
contractors. Both of them completed their divided task. The third phase 
of that task was to come back together both of them and draft an 
ordinance, which they did. We came in afterwards with different 
attorneys representing us and reviewed the information that was 
submitted. Then it was to be introduced as ordnance which we did. Prior 



to that introduction we discussed it at the workshops. The council 
workshops where all of you got a folder those things were discussed in 
detail then before it was introduced. However after the 2 parties got 
together some of the changes submitted by the Baloney group were 
conflicting with what Choice thought. So we pulled it and our attorneys 
Mr. O’Regan, Angelic and also Mr. Daley met with them to say let’s take 
a look at this from our point of view. I think our goal was somewhat 
different from the previous administration. Our goal remains that we 
put these properties back in commerce. Our goal remains to do what is 
in the best interest of the parish. There was some confusion and Choice 
Title has opted out of it because her original stance was what the 
initial attorney proposed. She wasn’t comfortable with the changes that 
were made and felt like in the long run one company should handle it. 
So at this point we decided to pull the ordinance and both attorneys 
have met and they are going to edit that. The contract is a fee for 
service. They are not paid unless they produce a service. Now we think 
an adjudicated properties program is needed. We have been talking about 
this for years. We were on a track to get that done. We can’t do it 
ourselves. There was a contractor hired by this council that wants to 
continue this process. We want to work with that attorney and that 
group with our attorney to develop a program that will help us get 
these properties back into commerce. Now it isn’t set. If you guys do 
not approve an ordinance that has policies in it then there is no work. 
The contract will help us get to the point where we develop something 
that you are agreeable with. We had some concerns about the cost to the 
parish and who is responsible for certain cost and what overall how 
would this benefit the parish, neighborhoods and residents that is why 
we pulled it. We need someone to work on it with our staff and then we 
will put together something again to present to you. Whatever is in 
there the contractor can’t do anything outside of an ordinance. So you 
will ultimately have the final decision. The steps were fine. The costs 
were of concern to us. So we pulled it back. We met with our attorneys 
to see what exactly is the parish responsible for? How much can we 
spend on this and that is the only concern we have. We need to develop 
a program. They have already started the work. We feel it is a worthy 
project. We have to get some work done on these properties. We have to 
deal with the blighted houses. There is an effort underway.” 
 
Councilwoman Millet asked, “The adjudicated properties that we are 
talking about. These are properties that have already gone to tax sales 
and were not purchased. Am I correct? So anything of major value most 
people will pick up at a tax sale to start off with.” 
 
Natalie Robottom stated, “Yes some of them. We would hope but there are 
some pieces of property that we have gotten request for. People want 
the piece next to them. There are some of our neighborhood churches 
that want some of the property around them. So part of the scope and 
that I have discussed is that we need to prioritize. We may not be 
dealing with all of those properties. We can pull the properties that 
one have some value and possibility of going into commerce.” 
 
Councilwoman Millet asked, “Isn’t that what we asked for when we 
started this entire process, to find out what the list of worth while 
properties were?” 
 
Natalie Robottom stated, “Well we have a list of properties and I think 
again I didn’t institute the contract but it was to develop a policy 



and procedure for going through the process and of course for us now 
without a process in place we still want to do that but we also want to 
look at obviously somebody thought it was a worthy project and we 
should do something. There were 2 contracts issued.” 
 
Councilwoman Millet stated, “That doesn’t mean that we need to issue 
more contracts.” 
 
Natalie Robottom stated, “Well you paid a fee for some investigation, 
for some attorney work.” 
 
Councilwoman Millet asked, “What did we receive? That is our concern. 
We authorized a contract. We have paid for services but we don’t know 
what services we received. You are asking us to extend a contract for 
more services when we don’t know what the services were that we got the 
first time.” 
 
Natalie Robottom stated, “Is that I mean do none of you all remember 
getting these services. We went over this in the workshop. We didn’t 
make this up. This was a process, a lengthy process and you paid a lot 
of money for it so I hope you read it.” 
 
Councilman Gauff stated, “This was one of the first meetings that I 
attended and sat in with the adjudicated properties and what I would 
like to say is in certain areas you don’t have to worry about it but in 
the area that we represent it is something that is always coming up 
about blighted property and the properties that aren’t being taken care 
of. So what I think is that it is something that we need. It is 
something that we need to go forward with because it is definitely 
something in my area that needs to be addressed. We have spent this 
money. We put this time into it. I know for a fact we got something 
because since I have gotten here that has been on the agenda for us to 
read, being new I read it. It is something that my constituents are 
concerned about. So I am concerned about it. I think it is something 
that we need to move forward with.” 
 
Councilman Smith asked, “In the contract that is being presented 
tonight, is this the same contract that was presented before? What was 
changed? I am asking that question because I received this at 5:00 
today.” 
 
Natalie Robottom stated, “No problem. Actually there is a change 
because when they started they had to go through the law. All of that 
is done now. Now we are dealing with the procedure to deal with the 
management of that process and prioritizing the list of properties to 
see what value they might have and what direction we may need to go in. 
The addition to that is our office stopped it because we had some 
questions and concerns. Our attorneys had some concerns. We have had 
several meetings. We think again dealing with the properties is 
something that needs to happen. We were just not always on the same 
page and we need to get there.” 
 
Councilwoman Hotard stated, “This was brought up when Lester was here. 
We got a look at the adjudicated properties from the assessor’s office 
and it was really thick and not descriptive. So at that time we knew we 
had to put something into place and hire professionals that this is 
what they do to identify which properties have value and such. This was 



kind of born out of that. We realized there was a need to address the 
adjudicated properties and the contracts were put into place in 2009. I 
am fully in support of it. It is something that we need to address. It 
is going to take expertise and time beyond what we have to tell us 
which properties are worth anything. So I am glad to see that the 
administration is continuing with this program. Just looking at the 
list itself is mind-boggling. If it takes a table at this time for my 
fellow council members than I will do that.” 
 
Councilwoman Usry stated, “It isn’t that I don’t believe we need to get 
rid of the blighted properties. That is a definite. All I would like to 
do is get that information again. What was done in the past 2 years if 
it was attorney work or Choice Title or whatever just show us what was 
done? That is all I am interested in.” 
 
Natalie Robottom stated, “We should be able to do that but I do think 
the ordinance is going to change which is why we pulled it. So we are 
reluctant to give you that back. The reason it is still not on the 
agenda is because of our concern and we want to make some changes to it 
but we can give you copies of everything that was done by both firms.” 
 
Councilwoman Usry stated, “That is what I want. We may have concerns 
ourselves.” 
 
Councilman Lewis asked, “The first thing I would like to ask is, what 
is adjudicated property?” 
 
Billy O’Regan, Legal Counsel, stated, “Adjudicated property is a piece 
of property that went up for tax sale and no one bid on it or bought it 
at the tax sale. So the ownership owner ship of that property transfers 
to the parish.” 
 
Councilman Lewis asked, “Suppose that property was sent up to Baton 
Rouge to Human Resources about ten years ago, what happened to it 
then?” 
 
Billy O’Regan stated, “Well it used to go to the state land office but 
they changed the law so that now it goes to the parish.” 
 
Councilman Lewis asked, “The ones that went up there have they sent 
them back?” 
 
Billy O’Regan stated, “No I think the state kept what they had.” 
 
Councilman Lewis stated, “I am asking you that because I remember 
somebody had their land sold and sent to Baton Rouge. Let me tell you 
about adjudicated properties they are doing it more so because of 
trash. There are a lot of people that buy property in your 
neighborhood, pay the taxes and then don’t clean up the neighborhood. 
What are you going to do with them?” 
 
Councilman Lee stated, “I agree with my fellow council members, I am 
going to support it when it is brought to us. I can tell that the 
council has issues and rather then vote on something as technical as 
this. I had the beginnings of a motion earlier. I will accept that 
motion now.” 
 



MOTION: Councilwoman Usry moved and Councilwoman Millet seconded the 
motion to table the authorization to renew the contract with the 
Broussard Baloney Law Firm, APC for services associated with the 
adjudicated properties program. The motion passed with Councilman 
Julien absent.  
 
Theresa Rodgers/Angelic Sutherland – Choice Title – Authorization to 
accept Choice Title Incorporated’s request to terminate the contract 
for services associated with the adjudicated properties program 
 
Angelic Sutherland stated, “Administration requests authorization to 
accept Choice Title Incorporated’s request to cancel the contract for 
services associated with the adjudicated properties program.”  
 
MOTION: Councilwoman Hotard moved and Councilwoman Usry seconded the 
motion to grant administration authorization to accept Choice Title 
Incorporated’s request to terminate the contract for services 
associated with the adjudicated properties program. The motion passed 
with Councilman Julien absent. 
 
Theresa Rodgers/C.J. Savoie – Authorization to execute the Certificate 
of Substantial Completion for the Riverlands Area Drainage Improvements 
project 
 
Theresa Rodgers stated, “A final inspection of this project was 
conducted on August 19, 2011 with representatives from all parties.  
All punch list items have been completed and Administration requests 
authorization to execute the Certificate of Substantial Completion with 
BLD Services, LLC of New Orleans.” 
 
Councilman Smith stated, “I would like to thank administration and the 
council for approving getting this project started and completed. It 
was truly needed in the Riverlands area. It has been 40 years they have 
needed this project. Obviously the project worked because there was no 
flooding in the recent rains that we had and believe me we would have 
had several people with water in their houses had we not done this.” 
 
Councilwoman Millet asked, “Is the telemetry on the new pumps or is it 
the ones manually that you have to turn on and off?” 
 
Theresa Rodgers stated, “We actually had a discussion today at our 
staff meeting and we are planning on purchasing telemetry units for the 
pumps and it will be added to all of the pumps. We feel strongly that 
we do not want to endanger our personal during the course of a storm in 
having to check and turning on pumps that are turning themselves off 
and we would like to use the telemetry to prevent those problems from 
having.” 
 
MOTION: Councilman Smith moved and Councilwoman Millet seconded the 
motion to grant administration authorization to execute the Certificate 
of Substantial Completion for the Riverlands Area Drainage Project. The 
motion passed with Councilman Julien absent. 
 
Theresa Rodgers – Authorization to execute an Electric Services 
Agreement with Entergy Louisiana, LLC for service at 268 Persimmon 
Street for the Persimmon Street Drainage Project 
 



Theresa Rodgers stated, “Administration requests authorization to 
execute an Electric Services Agreement with Entergy Louisiana, LLC for 
service at 268 Persimmon Street for the Persimmon Street Drainage 
Project.  This agreement will commence no later than December 1, 2011 
and provides for Three Phase service to meet the electrical 
requirements of the new drainage pumping station. The total cost for 
providing this service is $91,102.09.” 
 
MOTION: Councilman Gauff moved and Councilman Lewis seconded the motion 
to grant administration authorization to execute an Electric Services 
Agreement with Entergy Louisiana, LLC for service at 268 Persimmon 
Street for the Persimmon Street Drainage Project. The motion passed 
with Councilman Julien absent.  
  
Theresa Rodgers – CO#1 – Authorization to execute Change Order No. 1 in          
the amount of $4,250.00 with J.A. “Jack” Julius, Jr., Inc. of Marrero,           
LA for revisions to the manholes and sub-surface drainage for the            
Central Library renovation project 
 
The administration request that the above item be removed from the 
agenda.  
 
Any and all other financial concerns 
 
There were no other financial concerns at this time.  
 
Adjournment 
 
MOTION: Councilwoman Millet moved and Councilman Smith seconded the 
motion to adjourn. The motion passed with Councilman Julien absent. 
 


