
 

 

 
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING 

April 23rd, 2019 

Chairman Kurt Becnel  

Vice-Chairman Julia Remondet  

              

 

Members: Larry Sorapuru, Jr., Kurt Becnel, Julia Remondet, Lennix Madere, 

Marvin Perrilloux, Larry Snyder, Michael Wright, Thomas Malik, Jaclyn Hotard 

Gaudet 

                   

PRESENT: Kurt Becnel, Larry Snyder, Thomas Malik, Lennix Madere, Julia 

Remondet, Larry Sorapuru, Marvin Perrilloux 

 

ABSENT: Jaclyn Hotard Gaudet and Michael Wright 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT – AGENDA ITEMS ONLY (2 minutes per citizen) 

 

Ford Wogin, Attorney at the Law Firm of Jones Walker, stated, “We are here on 

behalf of Greenup Industries, Inc. to formerly protest the bid with relation to 

the St. John Water Meter Reading and Billing System Project to Thirkettle 

Corporation, dba Aqua Metric Sales Company. Mr. Greenup is here as well and he is 

going to speak shortly. The potential award of this contract is in violation of 

the Louisiana Public Bid Law. Mr. Greenup was notified that he was the successful 

bidder following bids being opened on April 4th. On April 5th, he received an 

email informing him that he was the lowest bidder and it was requested that he 

provide tenday documents. On April 17th, without any explanation, he was notified 

by telephone that a meeting was wished to be set up, which he can speak about in 

more detail, on April 18th, he was verbally informed, not in writing but verbally 

informed of allegedly disqualifying errors. There has been no formal rejection of 

his bid. In fact, there has been no information or notification given to him with 

respect to Aqua Metric’s bid other than to note that Aqua Metric’s base bid 

exceeds by $200,000.00 and its alternate bid exceeds by $500,000.00. So, it is 

over budget to begin with. Mr. Greenup will speak to more specifics but we are 

here to formally voice our objection to it. We ask and urge that the motion or 

approval be tabled at this time, allow us to set up a meeting to go over 

specifics, to gather more information, we think it would be a rush to attempt to 

approve this at this point with the clear violation that exists.” 

 

Rodney Greenup, Greenup Industries, stated, “Thank you for having us tonight. As 

Ford said, we would just like the due process to run its course and have an 

opportunity for our bid to be scrutinized but also for us to scrutinize the 

competing bid. We found some or we think there are some technical errors with the 

competing bid. We don’t feel that they are going to be able to perform with just 

eight water towers in their network, we feel that they will need some sore of 

connectors or relays. They do like to be very high and water towers don’t 

typically need to be that height. So, all of these technical requirements need to 

be evaluated, really compare our bid to their bid before you just move towards 

awarding. I would also like to note that we are a local firm. I am a resident of 

LaPlace. I have a warehouse identified on the East Bank that is going to employ 

local people. We plan to employ local people on this job. I currently employ over 

thirty people from St. John the Baptist Parish in my firm and fifty people from 

the River Parishes in total. So, we want to continue to keep this a local project 

and to keep those dollars here and help the citizens, including myself.”     

 



 

 

 

 

 

BID OPENING REPORT/AWARDS   
 
Jean Stewart – Bid Opening – River Road Wastewater Treatment Plant Effluent Pump 

Station Controls Project 

 

Jean Stewart stated, “Administration requests this item be amended to read Bid 

Opening/Award as bids were opened and evaluated after submission of the agenda 

items. The Bid Tab Sheet and letter of recommendation from BKI is attached to 

this report. Based on the recommendation of BKI, Walter J. Barnes Electric 

Company, Inc. is the apparent low bidder of this project inclusive of the total 

base bid in the amount of $313,100.00. Administration recommends acceptance of 

the bid based on the recommendation of the design firm.”  

 

MOTION: Councilman Perrilloux moved and Councilwoman Remondet seconded the motion 

to suspend the rules to amend the agenda item to read Bid Opening/Award River 

Road Wastewater Treatment Plant Effluent Pump Station Controls Project. The 

motion passed with Councilwoman Hotard Gaudet and Councilman Wright absent. 

 

MOTION: Councilman Sorapuru moved and Councilman Perrilloux seconded the motion 

to award the bid for the River Road Wastewater Treatment Plant effluent pump 

station controls project, based on the recommendation of the design firm, BKI, to 

the low bidder Walter J. Barnes Electric Company, Inc. in the amount of 

$313,100.00. The motion passed with Councilwoman Hotard Gaudet and Councilman 

Wright absent.  

 

Robert Figuero/Rob Delaune – Authorization to award the St. John Water Meter 

Reading and Billing System Project to Thirkettle Corporation, dba Aqua Metric 

Sales Company 

 

Robert Figuero stated, “The apparent low bid submitted by Greenup Industries, LLC 

was determined to be non-responsive due to several deficiencies. Copies of all 

associated documents were emailed to the Council this morning. The lowest 

responsible and responsive bid was submitted by Thirkettle Corporation dba Aqua 

Metric Sales Company in the amount of $5,734,977.72. The bid was reviewed and 

approved by the Project Engineers, Parish Engineer and LDEQ. The project is 

funded through an LDEQ low interest loan.  Administration recommends approval.” 

 

Councilman Malik stated, “So I have been reading the string of emails about this 

particular bid and the parish submitted a number of documents upon my request 

with the citation of Revised Statute 38:22-12 so that revised statute really 

doesn’t do a lot of explaining but if you go to 38:22-11 which is this document 

discusses the general principals and guidelines concerning Louisiana Public Bid 

Law and it goes into frequently asked questions. So, this is what I was trying to 

get to that I couldn’t find earlier when we were on the phone.” 

 

Natalie Robottom asked, “Is that the actual law or is that the legislator 

auditor’s interpretation of the law?” 

 

Councilman Malik stated, “This is the Public Bid Law, Revised Statute, it says 

revised 4/20/19 and revised statute 38:22-11.” 

 

Natalie Robottom asked, “So that is not the actual law that is provided by the 

legislative auditor?” 



 

 

 

Councilman Malik stated, “It is provided by the legislative auditor. So, in 

reading this document at number 53 which stipulates what happens if a bidder is 

none responsive, responsible and responsive bidders and it goes into definitions 

and is not a responsive bidder and it refers you and gives you a little bit 

broader definition which would be that responsible and responsive require the 

written documentation, written letter, and provided a five-day period before the 

vote.” 

 

Natalie Robottom stated, “Mr. Malik, that is what we initially thought but that 

was the legislative auditor’s interpretation. We received a call from the AG’s 

office that specifically stated that item, item X, only applies to bids that were 

determined to be not responsible. This bid was non-responsive. So, the 

regulations pertaining to the hearing and the documentation, which is under X, is 

specific to bids that are determined to be not responsible which makes sense in 

that a company would be allowed to defend themselves with regard to the concerns 

expressed by the company, especially if they have worked for them previously. So, 

the clarification was on the document that you are looking at which is from the 

legislative auditor’s office, it should not include non-responsive because X 

applies specifically to bids that are not responsible and this bid was not 

determined to be non-responsive.” 

 

Councilman Malik stated, “I think there is a lot of back tracking and some of the 

language isn’t that explicit however going back to this particular document 22-

11, which is actually written pretty clear, and the administration sent out the 

AG’s decision and that document was dated I think 2015, so that was a couple of 

years ago which had nothing to do with this particular parish, but I read through 

that, but because there is some I think that this warrants further clarification 

by the District Attorney’s office, just to ensure that we are in full compliance 

with the bid law okay. So, I would like to make a motion, however I would also 

like to provide other council members time to speak on this, so I will yield.” 

 

Councilman Snyder stated, “I read the same thing Mr. Malik read and from what I 

can see being an education major coming out of college I have no idea what is 

going on here with this law stuff. So, I really think we should turn it over to 

our representatives and let them look at it for a week, I agree with you Mr. 

Malik with what you are about to do there, but as far as I am concerned and what 

I read it seems like the only thing this bid was in violation of was as far as 

the blank but as far as the two items that they are looking at, as far as line #1 

that five million dollars was another point on that bid law and the one that was 

pertaining to the items was the alternate and that isn’t on the paper there also 

but it looks like what we are dealing with here council and what I read here 

today is that the company that supposedly had the lowest bid, they left something 

blank. Now, if you read on it tells you what we can do in reference to that, as 

far as this council is concerned, as far as we are concerned but I think I would 

like to table this thing myself and let’s let our legal people look at it and let 

them figure all of this stuff out because like I said I am an education major and 

I did not major in law in college.” 

 

Councilman Perrilloux stated, “Just a comment, because I read the same thing too, 

they left a section blank and does that disqualify them as being a responsive 

bidder and I read similar things that you read Mr. Malik, is he a responsive 

bidder, is he in budget, does he have the experience level for the work that is 

acceptable. I think he qualified for all of those but for precautionary and 

proceeding further I would like to have a comprehensive and legal review of this 

item before we award it and that would be what I feel about it.” 



 

 

 

Councilman Malik stated, “So, this is a fairly lengthy document and I am trying 

to flip through the pages but what it stipulates is while Revised Statute 38:22-

12.1 does not provide for a formal process for the disqualification of the 

apparent low bidder who the public entity determines is not responsive and 

responsible bidder the public entity can utilize the procedures outlined in R. S. 

38:22-12 X, for public works contracts, referencing another point on this is to 

ensure due process is affordable. So, it doesn’t say you have to but it says you 

can use this. So, X stipulates responsible, this other document is stating we can 

use the same citation in 32:12 X for responsive and that was my concern. So, at 

this moment what I would like to do is make a motion to table this agenda item.” 

 

MOTION: Councilman Malik moved and Councilman Madere seconded the motion to TABLE 

and have the District Attorney’s Office review the open bid laws to ensure that 

the parish is in full compliance with regards to the authorization to award the 

St. John Water Meter Reading and Billing System Project to Thirkettle 

Corporation, dba Aqua Metric Sales Company. The motion passed with Councilwoman 

Hotard Gaudet and Councilman Wright absent. 

 

Reed Alexander/Gerald Babin – Authorization to reject all bids received and re-

advertise for the Sewer Cleaner/Vacuum Truck 

 

Reed Alexander stated, “All bids exceeded the Engineer’s cost estimate; 

therefore, the specifications will be revised for rebidding to stay within the 

allocated budget. Administration recommends approval.” 

 

MOTION: Councilman Perrilloux moved and Councilman Snyder seconded the motion to 

grant administration authorization to reject all bids received and re-advertise 

for the Sewer Cleaner/Vacuum Truck. The motion passed with Councilwoman Hotard 

Guadet and Councilman Wright absent. 

 

Jean Stewart/Verdell Kindrick – Authorization to enter into a contract with 

Crochet Equipment Company, Inc. for the operation of the Parish’s Bio-Mass and 

Wood Waste Disposal  Facility 

 

Jean Stewart stated, “Administration recommends tabling this item until the next 

meeting.” 

 

MOTION: Councilman Perrilloux moved and Councilman Sorapuru seconded the motion 

to TABLE the authorization to enter into a contract with Crochet Equipment 

Company, Inc. for the operation of the Parish’s Bio-Mass and Wood Waste Disposal 

Facility. The motion passed with Councilwoman Hotard and Councilmen Madere and 

Wright absent. 

 

Rene Pastorek – Authorization to enter into a Professional Services Agreement 

with CSRS, Inc. for the Low Impact Development Program 

 

Rene Pastorek stated, “CSRS, Inc. of Baton Rouge, LA was ranked first out of two 

(2) proposals received and scored by the Source Selection Committee. The 

consultant will design a program to manage stormwater on development sites, 

decrease the potential of flooding from rain events, and improve water quality 

throughout the Parish’s drainage basins.  The estimated cost of the contract is a 

not to exceed amount of $34,750.  The project is funded through a grant from the 

University of New Orleans Research and Technology Foundation, Inc. in the amount 

of $26,000, with the remaining amount of $8,750 funded through the Planning & 

Zoning Department budget.  The agreement was sent to Legal Counsel for review and 

deemed legally sufficient.  Administration recommends approval.” 



 

 

 

MOTION: Councilman Perrilloux moved and Councilman Snyder seconded the motion to 

grant administration authorization to enter into a Professional Services 

Agreement with CSRS, Inc. for the Low Impact Development Program. The motion 

passed with Councilwoman Hotard Gaudet and Councilmen Perrilloux and Wright 

absent. 

 

Travis Perrilloux – Authorization to renew the contract with CrowderGulf, LLC 

Disaster Recovery and Debris Management for Emergency Response, Management and 

Recovery Services 

 

Travis Perrilloux stated, “This renewal adds one (1) year to the existing 

contract which is authorized when a Notice to Proceed (NTP) is issued for a 

natural or man-made disaster.  The contract is funded through the Public Works 

budget with anticipated FEMA reimbursement should it be activated. The renewal 

document was sent to Legal Counsel for review and Administration recommends 

approval.” 

 

SUBSTITUTE MOTION: Councilman Snyder moved and Councilman Madere seconded the 

motion to TABLE the authorization to renew the contract for CrowderGulf, LLC 

Disaster Recovery and Debris Management for Emergency Response, Management and 

Recovery Services. The motion passed with 4 yeas, 2 against (Remondet, Becnel) 

and 3 absent (Hotard Gaudet, Perrilloux, Wright). 

 

Stacey Cador – Authorization to renew Cyber Liability Insurance Coverage with 

Travelers Casualty and Surety Company of America 

 

Stacey Cador stated, “This renewal at $23,264 through Riverlands Insurance 

Services, Inc. reflects an increase of $1,058 over the expiring premium.  

Administration recommends approval.” 

 

MOTION: Councilman Sorapuru moved and Councilman Snyder seconded the motion to 

grant administration authorization to renew the Cyber Liability Insurance 

Coverage with Travelers Casualty and Surety Company of America. The motion 

passed with Councilwoman Hotard Gaudet and Councilman Wright absent. 

 

Stacey Cador – Authorization to renew the Parish Facilities Flood Insurance 

Policy with National General Insurance, Inc.  

 

Stacey Cador stated, “This renewal at $92,443 through Riverlands Insurance 

Services, Inc. reflects an increase of $4,207 over the expiring premium.  This 

policy is specific to Utilities and Public Works infrastructure. The increase is 

due primarily to increases for the Ruddock Well System, stations 1 & 3. 

Administration recommends approval.” 

 

MOTION: Councilwoman Remondet moved and Councilman Sorapuru seconded the 

motion to grant administration authorization to renew the Parish Facilities 

Flood Insurance policy with National General Insurance, Inc. The motion passed 

with Councilwoman Hotard Gaudet and Councilman Wright absent. 

 

Stacey Cador – Authorization to rescind the December 13, 2018 settlement with 

Leah Rousseve of 299 E. 26th Street, Reserve, LA in the amount of $1,109.78 

and accept the settlement in the amount of $3,747.36 

 

Stacey Cador stated, “Based upon the recommendation of Riverlands Insurance 

Services, Inc. and Legal Counsel, an amended claim settlement for $3,747.36 is 

recommended because of additional damages being identified by the claimant’s 



 

 

mechanic prior to the claim being settled. Administration recommends rescinding 

the previously approved settlement of $1,109.78 and approving the new settlement 

of $3,747.36. It will be paid through the Claim/Litigation Settlements line item 

in the Public Works budget.  Administration recommends approval.”   

 

MOTION: Councilman Madere moved and Councilman Sorapuru seconded the motion to 

grant administration authorization to rescind the December 13, 2018 settlement 

with Leah Rousseve of 299 E. 26th Street, Reserve, LA in the amount of 

$1,109.78 and accept the settlement in the amount of $3,747.36. The motion 

passed with Councilwoman Hotard Gaudet and Councilman Wright absent. 

 

Adjournment 

  

MOTION: Councilman Perrilloux moved and Councilman Snyder seconded the motion 

to adjourn the finance meeting. The motion passed with Councilwoman Hotard 

Gaudet and Councilman Wright absent. 

 

The meeting can be viewed in its entirety at www.sjbparish.com.  

 

http://www.sjbparish.com/

