
 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING 

July 9th, 2019 

Chairman Kurt Becnel  

Vice-Chairman Julia Remondet  

              

 

Members: Larry Sorapuru, Jr., Kurt Becnel, Julia Remondet, Lennix Madere, 

Marvin Perrilloux, Larry Snyder, Michael Wright, Thomas Malik, Jaclyn Hotard 

Gaudet 

                   

PRESENT: Kurt Becnel, Larry Snyder, Thomas Malik, Larry Sorapuru, Lennix 

Madere, Julia Remondet 

 

ABSENT: Jaclyn Hotard Gaudet, Marvin Perrilloux and Michael Wright 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT – AGENDA ITEMS ONLY (2 minutes per citizen) 

 

Jean Stewart – Bid Opening – Sewer Cleaner/Vacuum Truck 

 

Jean Stewart stated, “Bids were received and opened on June 27th, 2019. The 

following bids were received Covington Sales & Services, Inc. from Denham 

Springs, LA in the amount of $354,738.00 and Jack Doheny Companies from 

Gonzales, LA in the amount of $386,550.00. The administration recommends that 

we take these under advisement.” 

 

MOTION: Councilman Snyder moved and Councilman Madere seconded the motion to 

take the two bids for the Sewer Cleaner/Vacuum Truck under advisement. The 

motion passed with Councilwoman Hotard Gaudet and Councilmen Perrilloux and 

Wright absent. 

 

Reed Alexander/Fred Mortali – Authorization to execute the Certificate of 

Substantial Completion with LA Potable Water Line Project 

 

Reed Alexander stated, “This project has been deemed substantially complete by 

the Project Engineer, Parish Engineer and the Assistant Director of Utilities.  

Administration recommends approval.”  

 

MOTION: Councilwoman Remondet moved and Councilman Malik seconded the motion 

to grant administration authorization to execute the Certificate of 

Substantial Completion with LA Potable Water Line Project. The motion passed 

with Councilwoman Hotard Gaudet and Councilmen Perrilloux and Wright absent. 

 

Rene Pastorek – Authorization to advertise a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) 

for the Professional Engineering Services for the Lake Pontchartrain Shoreline 

Protection Project 

 

Rene Pastork stated, “This request is to procure a firm to design breakwater 

structures for shoreline protection along Lake Pontchartrain.  The project is 

funded by the Gulf of Mexico Energy Security Act (GOMESA) which requires a 

project-specific procurement. Administration recommends approval.” 

 

MOTION: Councilman Snyder moved and Councilwoman Remondet seconded the motion 

to grant administration authorization to advertise a Request for 

Qualifications (RFQ) for the Professional Engineering Services for the Lake 

Pontchartrain Shoreline Protection Project. The motion passed with 

Councilwoman Hotard Gaudet and Councilmen Perrilloux and Wright absent. 

 



 

 

Rene Pastorek – Authorization to amend and extend the Professional Services 

Agreement with the University of New Orleans (UNO) for Professional Planning 

and Coastal Management Services 

 

Rene Pastorek stated, “This amendment extends the current agreement with UNO for 

planning and management of the Parish’s Local Coastal Management Program.  The 

Louisiana Department of Natural Resources (DNR) funds $21,244 of the cost of the 

graduate student and the Planning and Zoning Department funds the remaining 

$1,490 through the professional services line item.  The draft agreement was sent 

to Legal Counsel for review and Administration recommends approval.” 

 

MOTION: Councilman Snyder moved and Councilwoman Remondet seconded the motion 

to grant administration authorization to amend and extend the Professional 

Services Agreement with the University of New Orleans (UNO) for Professional 

Planning and Coastal Management Services. The motion passed with Councilwoman 

Hotard Gaudet and Councilmen Perrilloux and Wright absent. 

 

Robert Figuero – Authorization to engage Breazeale, Sachse, & Wilson, L.L.P. 

Attorneys at Law for the Haydel Canal Project 

 

Councilwoman Hotard Gaudet arrived at 6:16 PM. 

 

Robert Figuero stated, “Administration is seeking assistance in acquiring 

property for the Haydel Canal Drainage project. This law firm has extensive 

experience in all aspects of real estate law and has worked with the Port of 

South Louisiana and the Sheriff’s Office on similar projects. Administration 

recommends approval.” 

 

MOTION: Councilman Snyder moved and Councilman Madere seconded the motion to 

TABLE the authorization to engage Breazeale, Sachse, & Wilson, L.L.P. 

Attorneys at Law for the Haydel Canal Project. The motion passed with 6 yeas, 

1 against (Hotard Gaudet) and 2 absent (Perrilloux & Wright). 

 

Robert Figuero – Authorization to amend the Professional Services Agreement 

with Digital Engineering and Imaging, Inc. to re-bid the Water Meter Reading 

and Billing System Project 

 

Robert Figuero stated, “The Council voted to re-start the bidding process and the 

original fee for the Bidding Phase was expended, therefore a contract amendment 

is necessary. Due to the holiday, the amendment was not finalized and sent to 

Legal Counsel or LDEQ for review.  Administration recommends tabling this item 

until the amendment is finalized, approved by LDEQ and deemed legally 

sufficient.”  

 

MOTION: Councilman Madere moved and Councilman Malik seconded the motion to 

TABLE the authorization to amend the Professional Services Agreement with 

Digital Engineering and Imaging, Inc. to re-bid the Water Meter Reading and 

Billing System Project. The motion passed with 6 yeas, 1 against (Hotard 

Gaudet) and 2 absent (Perrilloux & Wright). 

 

Natalie Robottom – Authorization to enter into a Professional Services 

Agreement with Sabiston Consultants, L.L.C. for Legislative Liaison Services 

 

Natalie Robottom stated, “Administration recommends tabling this item.” 

 

MOTION: Councilman Malik moved and Councilman Snyder seconded the motion to 

TABLE the authorization to enter into a Professional Services Agreement with 



 

 

Sabiston Consultants, L.L.C. for Legislative Liaison Services. The motion 

passed with 6 yeas, 1 against (Remondet) and 2 absent (Perrilloux & Wright). 

 

Adjournment 

  

MOTION: Councilman Madere moved and Councilman Malik seconded the motion to 

adjourn the finance meeting. The motion passed with Councilmen Perrilloux and 

Wright absent. 

 

The meeting can be viewed in its entirety at www.sjbparish.com.  

 

http://www.sjbparish.com/
http://www.sjbparish.com/

