
 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING 

August 13th, 2019 

Chairman Kurt Becnel  

Vice-Chairman Julia Remondet  

              

 

Members: Larry Sorapuru, Jr., Kurt Becnel, Julia Remondet, Lennix Madere, 

Marvin Perrilloux, Larry Snyder, Michael Wright, Thomas Malik, Jaclyn Hotard 

Gaudet 

                   

PRESENT: Kurt Becnel, Larry Snyder, Thomas Malik, Lennix Madere, Marvin 

Perrilloux, Jaclyn Hotard Gaudet, Julia Remondet, Michael Wright 

 

ABSENT: Larry Sorapuru 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT – AGENDA ITEMS ONLY (2 minutes per citizen) 

 
There was no public comment. 

 

Robert Figuero – (Tabled 07-09-19) Authorization to engage Breazeale, Sachse, 

& Wilson, L.L.P. Attorneys at Law for the Haydel Canal Project 

 

MOTION: Councilman Perrilloux moved and Councilman Malik seconded the motion to 

remove the item authorization to engage Breazeale, Sachse, & Wilson, L.L.P. 

Attorneys at Law for the Haydel Canal Project from the TABLE. The motion passed 

with Councilman Sorapuru absent. 

 

Robert Figuero, CFO, stated, “This engagement is for assistance in acquiring 

property for the Haydel Canal Drainage project. The firm has extensive experience 

in real estate law and has worked with the Port of South Louisiana and the 

Sheriff’s Office on similar projects. The engagement letter was deemed legally 

sufficient by Legal Counsel and Administration recommends approval.” 

 

MOTION: Councilman Perrilloux moved and Councilwoman Hotard Gaudet seconded the 

motion to grant administration authorization to engage Breazeale, Sachse, & 

Wilson, L.L.P. Attorneys at Law for the Haydel Canal Project. The motion passed 

with Councilman Sorapuru absent. 

 

Natalie Robottom – (07-09-19) Authorization to enter into a Professional 

Services Agreement with Sabiston Consultants, L.L.C. for Legislative Liaison 

Services 

 

The administration requests removing this item from the agenda. 

 

MOTION: Councilman Perrilloux moved and Councilman Malik seconded the motion to 

remove the item authorization to enter into a Professional Services Agreement 

with Sabiston Consultants, L.L.C. for Legislative Liaison Services from the 

TABLE. The motion passed with Councilman Sorapuru absent. 

 

MOTION: Councilman Perrilloux moved and Councilwoman Remondet seconded the 

motion to remove the item Authorization to enter into a Professional Services 

Agreement with Sabiston Consultants, L.L.C. for Legislative Liaison Services 

from the agenda. The motion passed with Councilman Sorapuru absent. 

 

Jean Stewart – (Tabled 07-23-19) Authorization to renew the contract with 

Cintas Corporation for Uniform/Mat Rental Services 

 



 

 

MOTION: Councilman Perrilloux moved and Councilman Malik seconded the motion 

to REMOVE the authorization to renew the contract with Cintas Corporation for 

Uniform/Mat Rental Services from the TABLE. The motion passed with Councilman 

Sorapuru absent. 

 

Jean Stewart stated, “This renewal is for one (1) additional year maintaining the 

same pricing with funding through various departments. The renewal documents were 

deemed legally sufficient and Administration recommends approval.” 

 

MOTION: Councilman Snyder moved and Councilman Madere seconded the motion to 

grant administration authorization to renew the contract with Cintas Corporation 

for Uniform/Mat Rental Services. The motion passed with Councilman Sorapuru 

absent. 

 

Jean Stewart/Daron Cooper – Authorization to reject all bids received and re-

advertise for Street Lighting Material & Supplies 

 

Jean Stewart stated, “This is an annual bid required for maintenance and 

installation of Parish street lights. Both original bids were deemed non-

responsive and Administration recommends rejecting both bids and re-advertising.” 

 

MOTION: Councilman Perrilloux moved and Councilman Madere seconded the motion to 

grant administration authorization to reject all bids received and re-advertise 

for Street Lighting Material & Supplies. The motion passed with Councilman 

Sorapuru absent.  

 

Daron Cooper/Steve Breeding – Authorization to award the bid for construction of 

the Reserve Drainage Project Phase II to Byron E. Talbot Contractor, Inc. 

 

Daron Cooper stated, “This company submitted the lowest responsible and 

responsive bid at $2,599,280 for the base bid and $173,517.50 for Alternate No. 

1. The total contract amount of $2,772,797.50 is 100% funded with Hazard 

Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) funds.  The bid was reviewed and approved by the 

Project Engineer, Parish Engineer and the Capital Projects Administrator and 

Administration recommends approval.” 

 

MOTION: Councilman Perrilloux moved and Councilwoman Remondet seconded the motion 

to grant administration authorization to award the bid for construction of the 

Reserve Drainage Project Phase II to Byron E. Talbot Contractor, Inc. The motion 

passed with 7 yeas, 1 absent (Sorapuru) and 1 abstaining (Hotard Gaudet). 

 

Councilwoman Hotard Gaudet stated, “I just wanted to clarify my abstention. I 

serve on another board with Mr. Talbot and although we are legally obligated to 

enter into this contract because he was the low bidder. I just don’t want to vote 

on the contract because we serve on another professional board together.” 

 

Reed Alexander/Rob Delaune – Authorization to execute Change Order No. 3 

(deduction) with Volute, Inc. for the Pleasure Bend Water Treatment Facility 

 

Reed Alexander stated, “This Change Order adds 30 days and decreases the contract 

amount by $17,500.  The Change Order was reviewed and approved by the Project 

Engineer, Parish Engineer and the Assistant Utilities Director and Administration 

recommends approval.” 

 

MOTION: Councilman Madere moved and Councilman Perrilloux seconded the motion to 

grant administration authorization to execute Change Order No. 3 (deduction) with 

Volute, Inc. for the Pleasure Bend Water Treatment Facility. The motion passed 



 

 

with Councilman Sorapuru absent. 

 

Reed Alexander/Rob Delaune – Authorization to execute the Certificate of 

Substantial Completion for the Pleasure Bend Water Treatment Facility 

 

Reed Alexander stated, “This project has been deemed substantially complete by 

the Project Engineer, Parish Engineer and the Assistant Utilities Director.  All 

punch list items are complete and Administration recommends approval.” 

 

MOTION: Councilman Madere moved and Councilman Perrilloux seconded the motion to 

grant administration authorization to execute the Certificate of Substantial 

Completion for the Pleasure Bend Water Treatment Facility. The motion passed with 

Councilman Sorapuru absent. 

 

Reed Alexander/Rob Delaune – Authorization to execute Change Order No. 3 with 

Volute, Inc. for the Edgard Water Treatment Plant Clarifier Rehabilitation 

Project 

 

Reed Alexander stated, “This Change Order adds 29 days and $506 for final 

quantity reconciliation. The Change Order was reviewed and approved by the 

Project Engineer, Consultant Engineer, Parish Engineer and the Assistant 

Utilities Director.  The project is funded through LCDBG and the 2015 Bond Issue 

and Administration recommends approval.” 

 

MOTION: Councilman Madere moved and Councilman Perrilloux seconded the motion to 

grant administration authorization to execute Change Order No. 3 with Volute, 

Inc. for the Edgard Water Treatment Plant Clarifier Rehabilitation Project. The 

motion passed with Councilman Sorapuru absent. 

 

Reed Alexander/Rob Delaune – Authorization to execute the Certificate of 

Substantial Completion for the Edgard Water Treatment Plant Clarifier 

Rehabilitation Project 

 

Reed Alexander stated, “This project has been deemed substantially complete by 

the Project Engineer, Consultant Engineer, Parish Engineer and the Assistant 

Utilities Director. All punch list items are complete and Administration 

recommends approval.” 

 

MOTION: Councilman Madere moved and Councilman Perrilloux seconded the motion to 

grant administration authorization to execute the Certificate of Substantial 

Completion for the Edgard Water Treatment Plant Clarifier Rehabilitation Project. 

The motion passed with Councilman Sorapuru absent. 

 

Stacey Cador – Authorization to renew the 911 Communications District’s 

commercial property, general liability and management liability insurance with 

American Alternative Insurance Corporation 

 

This item was handled in the St. John the Baptist Parish Communications 

District’s meeting.  

 

MOTION: Councilman Wright moved and Councilman Perrilloux seconded the motion to 

REMOVE the authorization to renew the 911 Communications District’s commercial 

property, general liability and management liability insurance with American 

Alternative Insurance Corporation from the agenda. The motion passed with 

Councilman Sorapuru absent. 

 

Stacey Cador – Authorization to renew the Parish’s dental insurance with Delta 



 

 

Dental 

 

Stacey Cador stated, “This renewal through Kennedy Financial Group is for two (2) 

years beginning January 1, 2020 with no increase over the expiring premium.  

Administration recommends approval.” 

 

MOTION: Councilman Madere moved and Councilman Perrilloux seconded the motion to 

grant administration authorization to renew the Parish’s dental insurance with 

Delta Dental. The motion passed with Councilman Sorapuru absent. 

 

Rhonda Lemons – Authorization to enter into an agreement with STEM NOLA for the 

St. John the Baptist Parish STEM FEST 

 

Rhonda Lemons stated, “This agreement supports a community-based STEM (science, 

technology, engineering and math) Festival for St. John Parish students at a cost 

of $15,000. The program is fully funded through a United Way Grant. Once received 

from the contractor, the agreement was sent to Legal Counsel for review and 

recommended changes were made for this 1-day event.  The event is Saturday and 

Administration recommends approval.” 

 

MOTION: Councilwoman Hotard Gaudet moved and Councilman Snyder seconded the 

motion to grant administration authorization to enter into an agreement with STEM 

NOLA for the St. John the Baptist Parish STEM FEST. The motion passed with 

Councilman Sorapuru absent. 

 

Jean Stewart/Robert Figuero – Authorization to amend the contract with Harold 

Dennis dba Mighty Mowers to reflect a name change 

 

Robert Figuero stated, “This amendment changes the company name to Harold Dennis’ 

Mighty Lawn Service, LLC and adds to an existing assignment. The draft amendment 

was sent to Legal Counsel for review and Administration recommends approval.” 

 

MOTION: Councilman Snyder moved and Councilman Wright seconded the motion to 

grant administration authorization to amend the contract with Harold Dennis dba 

Mighty Mowers to reflect a name change.  

 

Councilwoman Hotard Gaudet asked, “Just a quick question, I’m looking at the 

legal report, have we asked the vendor or it looks like what legal is asking us 

to do is to terminate this one agreement and enter into a new agreement.” 

 

Robert Figuero stated, “Yes, that is what we saw on the legal report. It is the 

same individual again, he was doing it and the sole proprietor initially. The 

original contract was approved and when we went to make an amendment to his 

contract, he had some additional areas that is when it was realized that he is 

the sole proprietor utilizing a name that had already been licensed with the 

state, so therefore he was required to go in and create a company as he did. So, 

now we are just looking to move the contract from one name to the new company 

name. Same individual and same company.” 

 

Councilwoman Hotard Gaudet asked, “Keith, do we need to or can we handle it this 

way to get it done? I mean obviously the council seems like wants to move forward 

with this contract so is it allowable for us to amend it this way and move 

forward?” 

 

Keith Green Jr. stated, “It would not be and in fact this was mentioned by on 

June 21st, our original advice to the council was to execute a new contract. So, 

this person ended up creating a new company. So, this new company is a different 



 

 

entity from what it was before. So, that is why we recommended it two months ago 

that you guys just do a new contract.” 

 

Natalie Robottom stated, “I am slightly confused. The contract that was initially 

entered into by this council, this past year as well as years before was with 

Harold Dennis dba Mighty Mowers. So that is the name that was approved at that 

time. We just received this today indicating a new contract and we weren’t sure 

because his current name wasn’t created when you all entered into the initial 

contract. So, we weren’t sure what you were actually recommending. Are you 

recommending that we cancel the previous contract that was deemed legally 

sufficient and signed and approved by this council and enter into a totally new 

contract with the owner of this new company with this LLC, which includes all of 

what he previously had plus the amendment? Is that the recommendation?” 

 

Keith Green Jr. stated, “You are not confused. That is absolutely correct.” 

 

Councilwoman Hotard Gaudet asked, “Can we do that tonight? Can we just offer the 

motion that we terminate the one contract for convenience then go ahead and 

approve the new contract with this company, correct the name and we can get it 

all done tonight?” 

 

Keith Green Jr. stated, “Actually yes you can do that all you need to do is 

suspend the rules to amend your agenda to reflect that as opposed to what the 

current agenda item is to amend the contract. So, you would just want to amend 

your agenda, place that on it and then move forward in that manner. So yes.” 

 

Councilwoman Hotard Gaudet stated, “Since we have a live motion and a second and 

a substitute wouldn’t be appropriate at this time, if that is the councils wishes 

maybe the author and the second, we can remove that and then offer the motion to 

suspend the rules so that we can clean it up the right way.” 

 

Councilman Snyder stated, “As long as we get it right that is all that is 

important and get this grass cut. So, I would like to withdraw my motion and from 

there we can amend the agenda.” 

 

Councilman Wright withdrew his second to the motion. 

 

Councilwoman Hotard Gaudet stated, “I will offer a motion at this time that we 

suspend the rules to I guess Keith we are going to cancel the contract for 

convenience  first, to suspend the rules to add the cancellation of the contract 

for convenience and to suspend the rules to place entering into the contract with 

Harold Dennis, Mighty Lawn Services, LLC. Okay, so that would be the motion to 

suspend the rules to add the cancellation of the contract for convenience and to 

enter into the contract with Mighty Lawn Services, LLC, that would be my motion.” 

 

Natalie Robottom stated, “I just have one question, again not knowing this before 

now there is a process for cancelling which is your authorization here and a 

thirty-day notice to them that we are cancelling and then entering into this 

contract. I guess we should be able to enter into the new one and it will take 

thirty-days to cancel the other one but we should be able to enter into this 

one.” 

 

Councilwoman Hotard Gaudet stated, “Right.” 

 

Natalie Robottom stated, “I just wanted to give you all that information.” 

 



 

 

Councilwoman Hotard Gaudet stated, “Right. So, we won’t have a lapse 

procedurally.” 

 

Natalie Robottom stated, “Right, we will not have a lapse.” 

 

Councilwoman Hotard Gaudet stated, “Okay, so that is my motion to amend the 

agenda to add this.” 

 

MOTION: Councilwoman Hotard Gaudet moved and Councilman Wright seconded the 

motion to suspend the rules to amend the agenda to add the cancellation of the 

contract with Harold Dennis dba Mighty Mowers, for convenience, and add the 

authorization to enter into a contract with Harold Dennis, Mighty Lawn Services, 

LLC. The motion passed with Councilmen Sorapuru and Perrilloux absent. 

 

Cancellation of the contract with Harold Dennis dba Mighty Mowers, for 

convenience, and to authorize the administration to enter into a contract with 

Harold Dennis, Mighty Lawn Services, LLC 

 

Councilwoman Hotard Gaudet stated, “My motion would be that we approve the 

cancellation of the contract for convenience as adopted on the new agenda and 

that we enter into the contract with Mighty Lawn Services as amended.” 

 

MOTION: Councilwoman Hotard Gaudet moved and Councilwoman Remondet seconded the 

motion to grant administration authorization to cancel the contract with Harold 

Dennis dba Mighty Mowers, for convenience, and to grant administration 

authorization to enter into a contract with Harold Dennis, Mighty Lawn Services, 

LLC as amended. The motion passed with Councilmen Sorapuru and Perrilloux absent. 

 

Adjournment 

  

MOTION: Councilman Malik moved and Councilwoman Remondet seconded the motion 

to adjourn the finance meeting. The motion passed with Councilman Sorapuru 

absent.  

 

The meeting can be viewed in its entirety at www.sjbparish.com.  

 

http://www.sjbparish.com/
http://www.sjbparish.com/

