
 

 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING 

AUGUST 28th, 2018 

Chairman Larry Sorapuru  

Vice-Chairman Tom Malik  

              

 

Members: Larry Sorapuru, Jr., Kurt Becnel, Julia Remondet, Lennix Madere, 

Marvin Perrilloux, Larry Snyder, Michael Wright, Thomas Malik, Jaclyn Hotard  

                 

PRESENT: Kurt Becnel, Larry Snyder, Thomas Malik, Larry Sorapuru, Julia 

Remondet, Lennix Madere, Marvin Perrilloux, Michael Wright 

 

ABSENT: Jaclyn Hotard 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT – AGENDA ITEMS ONLY (2 minutes per citizen) 

 

There was no public comment at this time. 

 

BID OPENING REPORT/AWARDS   
 

There were no bids at this time.  

 

Alexandra Carter – (Tabled 08-14-18) Authorization to amend the Cooperative 

Endeavor Agreement (CEA) with South Central Planning and Development Commission 

(SCPDC) for the Regional Code Compliance Program  

 

MOTION: Councilwoman Remondet moved and Councilman Malik seconded the motion to 

remove the item Authorization to amend the Cooperative Endeavor Agreement (CEA) 

with South Central Planning and Development Commission (SCPDC) for the Regional 

Code Compliance Program from the TABLE. The motion passed with Councilwoman 

Hotard absent. 

 

Alex Carter stated, “To address the DA’s concerns in Legal Opinion No. 17-0001 

regarding the legality of the proposed CEA, the Attorney General issued Opinion 

No. 17-0150 on February 1, 2018, which determined that the agreement as proposed 

is legal. This opinion and objective evidence (i.e. a CBA) were provided to the 

DA and Council indicating that the proposed pro rata payments “taken as a whole” 

are of greater or equal value to the benefits received by the taxpayers 

(permit/user fees are paid by the applicant). As noted in the draft CEA, the pro 

rata rates were evaluated at the end of the program year and rates for 2019-2020 

decreased based on last year’s permitting activity. The AG‘s Opinion and the 

Amendment were sent to Legal Counsel for review on July 23, 2018 and no feedback 

has been provided. We have worked on this agreement for more than a year - the 

public purpose was identified, the CEA was determined to be legal, and a CBA was 

completed as requested and we are prepared to move forward. Administration 

recommends approval.” 

 

Councilwoman Hotard arrived at 6:12 PM.  

 

Keith Green, Jr., Legal Counsel, stated, “St. John the Baptist Parish 
District Attorney’s Office Legal Opinion No. 17–0001 and Louisiana Attorney 

General Opinion No. 17–0150 both support the prohibition of gratuitous 

donations of public funds contained in La. Const. Article VII, §14 concerning 

the use of public funds. Both opinions clearly state that the three–prong test 

of the Louisiana Supreme Court’s decision in Cabela must be met for an 

expenditure of public funds to be permissible under La. Const. Article VII, 



 

 

§14. First, both opinions find that the stated public purpose in the 

cooperative endeavor agreement is sufficient to satisfy prong number 1. 

Second, both opinions establish reciprocal obligations of the parties to the 

cooperative endeavor agreement, such that the cooperative endeavor agreement 

is written to appear non-gratuitous. Both opinions require the Parish to look 

to the potential services they will receive over an entire year when 

determining how often the services of South Central Planning & Development 

Commission, Inc. will be used rather than simply one month. See page 11 of 11, 

Example #4 of the District Attorney’s Office Legal Opinion No. 17–0001 and see 

also page 4 of the Louisiana Attorney General’s Opinion No. 17–0150.  

Third, both opinions clearly require that the Parish must have a demonstrable, 

objective and reasonable expectation of receiving equal value (services) in 

exchange for making payments to SCPDC. Both opinions state that conducting 

such a fact-intensive analysis and determination are left to and is the 

responsibility of the public entity (the Parish) seeking to use public funds 

or property. See page 11 of 11, Examples #5 and 6 of the District Attorney’s 

Office Legal Opinion No. 17–0001 and see also page 4 of the Louisiana Attorney 

General’s Opinion No. 17–0150. Louisiana Attorney General’s Opinion No. 17–

0150 refused to give an opinion on whether the Cost Benefit Analysis conducted 

by Geoffrey T. Stewart, Ph.D. with the University of Louisiana Lafayette, 

sufficiently establishes the Parish’s obligation to provide demonstrable, 

objective and reasonable expectation of the Parish receiving equal value in 

services for the payments made. The Louisiana Attorney General’s Opinion No. 

17–0150 states, “[W]e do believe that this type of information would be 

greatly beneficial in making such a determination; however, we will leave such 

fact–intensive inquiry to the Parishes themselves. If the Parishes have a 

demonstrable, objective and reasonable expectation of receiving equivalent 

value in exchange for making the payments to SCPDC, then this element will be 

satisfied. The District Attorney’s Office recommends that the Governing 

Authority complies with the law and the instruction and guidance in both 

opinions, relative to providing demonstrable, objective and reasonable 

expectation of the Parish receiving equal value in services for the payments 

made.” 

  

 

MOTION: Councilwoman Hotard moved and Councilman Malik seconded the motion to 

grant administration authorization to amend the Cooperative Endeavor Agreement 

(CEA) with South Central Planning and Development Commission (SCPDC) for the 

Regional Code Compliance Program. The motion passed with 6 yeas and 3 against 

(Madere, Snyder and Sorapuru). 

 

 

Alexandra Carter – Authorization to enter into an employment contract for Code 

Enforcement services with Mr. Henry Joseph 

 

Alex Carter stated, “This contract is for one (1) year with terms specific to the 

Contractor.  The draft contract was reviewed and deemed to be legally sufficient 

by Legal Counsel. Administration recommends approval.” 

 

MOTION: Councilman Becnel moved and Councilman Malik seconded the motion to grant 

administration authorization to enter into an employment contract for Code 

Enforcement services with Mr. Henry Joseph. The motion passed unanimously.  

 

Jean Stewart – Authorization to award the Lucy Levee Trail Project Phase I to 

Barriere Construction Co., LLC 

 

Jean Stewart stated, “Barriere Construction Co., LLC of Boutte, LA submitted the 



 

 

lowest responsive and responsible bid.  It was reviewed and approved by the 

Project Engineer and Capital Projects Administrator.  Administration recommends 

approval.” 

 

MOTION: Councilman Becnel moved and Councilman Madere seconded the motion to 

grant administration authorization to award the Lucy Levee Trail Project Phase I 

to Barriere Construction Co., LLC. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Blake Fogleman – Authorization to execute a time extension with Stantac 

Consulting Services, Inc. 

 

Blake Fogleman stated, “This extension will add one (1) year to the existing 

contract while maintaining the current pricing and scope of work. The draft 

extension and Corporate Resolution were sent to Legal Counsel on August 20 and 

are included in the Council booklet.  Staff has been working with Ms. Schmill to 

finalize the document based on her latest guidance and has requested a different 

Corporate Resolution from the company. This contract will be funded through the 

Utilities and Wastewater Budgets. Administration recommends tabling this item 

until the next meeting.” 

 

MOTION: Councilman Becnel moved and Councilman Malik seconded the motion to TABLE 

the authorization to execute a time extension with Stantac Consulting Services, 

Inc. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Blake Fogleman – Authorization to amend the Agreement with Digital Engineering 

Inc. for Engineering Support and Grant Management Assistance 

 

Blake Fogleman stated, “This amendment extends the current agreement for a not to 

exceed amount of $75,000. Digital Engineering has secured $5.5 million in low 

interest loans from LDH, $6 million from LDEQ and $4 million in grants for 

various departments. This firm will continue to provide support to the Parish’s 

management team and to close out existing and future grants and loans, including 

but not limited to State Revolving Loan Fund, Lake Pontchartrain Basin 

Restoration Program, LGAP, CWEF, LCDBG, EPA, RESTORE Act, GOMESA, Delta Regional 

Authority, Southern Rail Commission and EDA. The contract is funded through the 

General Fund, various departments and reimbursements from grants and loans they 

secure.  The company has a history of successful performance since being engaged 

in 2014 and is prepared to continue assisting the Parish.  The agreement was sent 

to Legal Counsel for review on August 22 and was finalized today based on 

recommendations from Ms. Schmill. The contract is funded through the Utilities 

and Wastewater Budgets. Administration recommends approval.” 

 

MOTION: Councilman Perrilloux moved and Councilwoman Hotard seconded the motion 

to grant administration authorization to amend the Agreement with Digital 

Engineering Inc. for Engineering Support and Grant Management Assistance. The 

motion passed unanimously. 

 

Stacey Cador – Authorization to renew the Parish’s retiree health insurance for 

Medicare Parts A&B – eligible retirees with Humana 

 

Stacey Cador stated, “This renewal through Tatje Insurance and Financial Products 

for a Medicare Advantage Plan has a monthly premium of $199.75 per member 

reflecting a decrease of $26.11 over the expiring premium. Administration 

recommends approval.” 

 

MOTION: Councilman Becnel moved and Councilman Wright seconded the motion to 

grant administration authorization to renew the Parish’s retiree health insurance 



 

 

for Medicare Parts A&B – eligible retirees with Humana. The motion passed with 

Councilwoman Hotard absent. 

 

Adjournment 

  

MOTION: Councilman Perrilloux moved and Councilman Malik seconded the motion 

to adjourn the finance meeting. The motion passed with Councilwoman Hotard 

absent. 


