
                                FINANCE COMMITTEE MINUTES 
February 26, 2009 
Chairman Steve Lee 

Vice-Chairman Charles Julien 
 
Members: Haston Lewis, Danny Millet, Charles Julien, Jaclyn Hotard, 
Darnel Usry, Ronnie Smith, Cheryl Millet, Dale Wolfe, Steve Lee 
 
PRESENT: Danny Millet, Cheryl Millet, Darnel Usry, Steve Lee, Jaclyn 
Hotard, Charles Julien, Haston Lewis, Ronnie Smith 
 
ABSENT: Dale Wolfe 
 
BID OPENING REPORT/AWARDS: 
 
Bid Awards 
 
Brenda Labat, Director of Purchasing, stated, “Administration would 
like to award to our low bidder Pac-Mac to purchase the 20 foot knuckle 
boom loader. The purchase price is $41,519.00 with an additional price 
of $750.00 for orange safety paint. This is our low bidder.” 
 
MOTION: Councilman Smith moved and Councilwoman Millet seconded the 
motion to award the bid to purchase a 20 foot knuckle boom loader to 
Pac-Mac at a cost of $41,519.00 plus $750.00 for orange safety paint. 
The motion passed with Councilman Wolfe absent. 
 
Pat McTopy – (Tabled 12-23-08) Authorization to execute an engineering 
services contract with Buchart Horn Inc. for design work at US 61 and 
Belle Terre Blvd and US 61 & 51 to relieve traffic congestion  
 
MOTION: Councilwoman Hotard moved and Councilman Smith seconded the 
motion to remove the above finance agenda item from the table. The 
motion passed with Councilman Wolfe absent. 
 
Councilman Lee stated, “With that in mind, the Parish President and the 
CAO have requested that this item be taken off of the agenda until 
later notice. I would like to have a motion for that also.”  
 
MOTION: Councilwoman Hotard moved and Councilwoman Usry seconded the 
motion to remove the item Pat McTopy – Authorization to execute an 
engineering services contract with Buchart Horn Inc. for design work at 
US 61 and Belle Terre Blvd and US 61 & 51 to relieve traffic congestion 
from the agenda. The motion passed with Councilman Wolfe absent. 
 
Paul Oncale – Change order #2 in the amount of $13,055.35 for the new 
animal shelter 
 
Paul Oncale, Director of Public Safety, stated, “I have change order #2 
in the amount of $13,055.35 for the new animal shelter. This particular 
change order is for fill, labor and equipment to build the shelter 
upon. Administration and the architect have reviewed the change order 
and they both recommend approval of this change order.” 
 
MOTION: Councilman Lewis moved and Councilman Millet seconded the 
motion to grant change order #2 in the amount of $13,055.35 for the new 
animal shelter. The motion passed with Councilman Wolfe absent. 



 
Paul Oncale – Change order #3 in the amount of $29,998.00 for the two 
story addition of the Garyville Fire Station 
 
Paul Oncale stated, “This is change order #3 for $29,998.00 for the new 
two story addition to the Garyville Fire Station. The two main ticket 
items were the balcony and storm shutters on the new fire station. We 
did have some deletions but this is the bottom line. We also had a 
meeting with the architect, administration and the construction firm 
and we all recommend approval in that amount.” 
 
MOTION: Councilman Millet moved and Councilman Julien seconded the 
motion to grant change order #3 in the amount of $29,998.00 for the two 
story addition of the Garyville Fire Station. The motion passed with 
Councilman Wolfe absent.  
 
Paul Oncale – Certificate of Substantial Completion for the two story 
addition of the Garyville Fire Station 
 
Paul Oncale stated, “The Garyville Fire Station is now being occupied. 
The paid firefighters are headquartered in it. Administration 
recommends approval for substantial completion.” 
 
MOTION: Councilman Julien moved and Councilman Millet seconded the 
motion to grant a Certificate of Substantial Completion for the two 
story addition of the Garyville Fire Station. The motion passed with 
Councilman Wolfe absent. 
 
Paul Oncale – Request to go out for proposals for Parish’s Property, 
General Liability and Casualty Insurance 
 
Paul Oncale stated, “It has been a year already. The parish’s property, 
general liability and casualty insurance is up for renewal effective 
April 15th and we are asking permission to go out for proposals.” 
 
MOTION: Councilman Smith moved and Councilwoman Usry seconded the 
motion to grant administration approval to go out for proposals for the 
Parish’s Property, General Liability and Casualty Insurance. The motion 
passed with Councilman Wolfe absent. 
 
Pat McTopy – Authorization to execute an agreement with the DOTD 
relative to the Mississippi River Multi-Use Trail, Phase I 
 
Pat McTopy, Chief Administrative Officer, stated, “For the benefit of 
the public and the council, the Mississippi River Multi-Use Trail is 
essentially a walking, touring or bike path on the crown of the 
Mississippi River Levee from the St. John/St. Charles Parish line 
extending up river to near Walnut Street, almost to Walnut Street. This 
project has been ongoing for some time. The construction will be funded 
through a number of means. One of which is a grant from the DOTD in the 
amount of $480,000.00. In order to receive that grant we need to sign a 
cooperative endeavor agreement with them and that is the purpose of 
this agenda item. There is also some other funding agencies involved 
that we will be dealing with later.” 
 
Councilman Smith asked, “My only question is, is this going to be done 



on the West Bank also? I know once before we were talking about putting 
the same type of walk path or bike path on the West Bank.” 
 
Pat McTopy stated, “This project has evolved over the many years, going 
back ten to twelve years. It originally started being called the Ring 
around the Lake, to be a bike path all around Lake Pontchartrain 
through St. John into St. Charles, Jefferson and Orleans. In time, it 
has evolved, and gotten to the point of what we are asking for tonight. 
We are receptive to working with something on the West Bank if funds 
become available and if opportunities for grants become available.” 
 
Councilman Smith stated, “Thank you Mr. McTopy, just see if we could 
look into that and see if there is anything available out there. I 
remember Councilman Rainey at the time made a statement saying that the 
administration should try to also seek funding to do a bike trail or 
walking path on the West Bank also.  I just think it would be the right 
thing to do.” 
 
MOTION: Councilwoman Usry moved and Councilman Smith seconded the 
motion to grant administration authorization to execute an agreement 
with the DOTD relative to the Mississippi River Multi-Use Trail, Phase 
I. The motion passed with Councilman Wolfe absent. 
 
Pat McTopy – Authorization to purchase vehicles for the Public Works 
Department 
 
Pat McTopy stated, “We have a request from our public works department 
to purchase additional vehicles. It is essentially four to replace 
vehicles that are twenty-one to twenty-three years old. One would be 
for the street lighting crew, second would be for the concrete repair 
crew, the third one would be for the asphalt crew and a fourth one 
would be assigned to the West Bank. So we would like to go out for bids 
to buy these trucks.” 
 
Councilman Millet asked, “All these are trucks?” 
 
Pat McTopy stated, “Yes.” 
 
Councilman Lee stated, “We might note that some of these vehicles are 
twenty-three years old. So I do believe it is good for the public to 
hear. It is well past time and I thank this administration for 
upgrading this. It is necessary.” 
 
MOTION: Councilman Lewis moved and Councilman Millet seconded the 
motion to grant administration authorization to purchase vehicles for 
the Public Works Department. The motion passed with Councilman Wolfe 
absent. 
 
Pat McTopy – Discussion and possible action relative to services in 
connection with air curtain incineration of bio-mass and wood waste 
materials 
 
Pat McTopy stated, “Administration has been talking to a firm out of 
Baton Rouge that manufactures and operates air curtain incinerators 
essentially to burn wood vegetation, construction demolition type of 
debris and it is very specific as to what they can burn. It can’t be 
toxic it has got to be something that will burn clean. We received a 



proposal from them. What we would like to do is go out for request for 
proposals to give other businesses an opportunity to provide because it 
is going to be a long term arrangement and we feel it best to solicit 
proposals.” 
 
Councilman Julien stated, “Could you explain what the unit would do and 
how it would affect the people in that area.” 
 
Pat McTopy stated, “The unit that we have been looking at is a 
fabricated metal device that has an air blowing system in it. The air 
does two things it provides oxygen to burn the products at a very high 
temperature. In fact it is so high that it doesn’t produce smoke. 
Secondly the air curtain contains whatever smoke that might be. We 
spoke with some people at DEQ recently who were down to help us. I took 
the opportunity to ask them about this technology and they were 
somewhat familiar with it and that is when they advised me that there 
were several players in the field. That is why we are here asking to go 
out for proposals.” 
 
MOTION: Councilwoman Hotard moved and Councilman Smith seconded the 
motion to allow the administration to go out for RFP’s for an air 
curtain incineration system. The motion passed with Councilman Wolfe 
absent. 
 
Any and all other financial concerns 
 
There were no other financial concerns. 
 
Adjournment 
 
MOTION: Councilwoman Millet moved and Councilman Smith seconded the 
motion to adjourn. The motion passed with Councilman Wolfe absent. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


