
                                 FINANCE COMMITTEE MINUTES 
August 11, 2009 

Chairman Steve Lee 
Vice-Chairman Charles Julien 

 
Members: Haston Lewis, Danny Millet, Charles Julien, Jaclyn Hotard, 
Darnel Usry, Ronnie Smith, Cheryl Millet, Dale Wolfe, Steve Lee 
 
PRESENT: Cheryl Millet, Steve Lee, Haston Lewis, Charles Julien, Darnel 
Usry, Ronnie Smith, Danny Millet, Jaclyn Hotard 
 
ABSENT: Dale Wolfe 
 
BID OPENING REPORT/AWARDS: 
 
There were no bid openings or awards at this time. 
 
Pat McTopy – Change order # 4 – Animal Shelter 
 
Pat McTopy, CAO, stated, “This should be the final change order for the 
animal shelter project. It involves caging for the cats and fencing for 
the dog kennels. The architect is recommending approval, as does 
administration.” 
 
MOTION: Councilman Lewis moved and Councilman Julien seconded the 
motion to grant Change order # 4 – Animal Shelter. The motion passed 
with Councilman Wolfe absent.  
 
Pat McTopy – Substantial Completion – Animal Shelter 
 
Pat McTopy stated, “The architect has been administering this project. 
He recommends that the certificate of substantial completion be awarded 
to the contractor which starts the clock ticking on the lien period, 
etc.” 
 
MOTION: Councilman Lewis moved and Councilman Julien seconded the 
motion to grant substantial completion on the Animal Shelter. The 
motion passed with Councilman Wolfe absent. 
 
Pat McTopy – Authorization to execute an agreement with Beck Disaster 
Recovery for program development and consulting services – Gustav/Ike 
Recovery Program 
 
Pat McTopy stated, “The Louisiana Recovery Authority is responsible for 
administering some special LCDBG grant funding. St. John Parish has 
been awarded funding under that program. As a result of that we are 
complying with their guidelines. We are advertising for assistance in 
administering the funds, procurement policies and complying with all 
the arcane federal guidelines such as the Davis/Bacon Wage Act and 
other items that the parish doesn’t have expertise in. At the council’s 
authorization we advertised a solicited request for proposals. We 
received five (5) proposals. We had a ranking committee of five (5) 
parish representatives review each of the proposals and assign ranking 
points. The two (2) finalists were interviewed and based on that 
interview we are recommending that the contract be given to Beck. I 
would ask, if the council desires to give authorization, that we make 
it contingent upon and approval and recommendations of legal counsel.” 



 
Councilman Julien asked, “When administration gets that information in, 
can I get some of that information to read over?” 
 
Pat McTopy stated, “Actually the agreement is in the agenda book.” 
 
Councilman Lee stated, “Anything above and beyond that Mr. Julien I am 
sure the administration would be happy to send to you.” 
 
MOTION: Councilwoman Hotard moved and Councilwoman Usry seconded the 
motion grant administration authorization to execute an agreement with 
Beck Disaster Recovery for program development and consulting services 
– Gustav/Ike Recovery Program, contingent upon approval by legal 
counsel. The motion passed with Councilman Wolfe absent. 
 
Councilman Wolfe arrived at 6:07 PM 
 
Pat McTopy – Authorization to execute a task order with Murray & 
Associates for design improvements to the Juvenile Office Building in 
Reserve 
 
Pat McTopy stated, “There is an account that the legislature authorized 
to be created some twenty (20) years ago. It is the juvenile fines 
account. That money was specifically earmarked for housing juveniles. 
It couldn’t be used for any other purpose. Over the years the fund 
balance has accrued in that account. There is an office in Reserve on 
the River Road. It is the old utilities office that the juvenile 
officers have been using as well as the judges occasionally when they 
meet with the juveniles. The parking is atrocious. There is no 
security. There is no fencing. The building needs a new roof and there 
is other work that needs to be done. So what we did was we went to the 
legislature this past session and had them enact a legislative 
authorizing some of that money to be used for renovating that building. 
We are asking the council tonight to authorize us to proceed. Again 
that would also be contingent upon legal counsel approval and 
recommendation.” 
 
Councilman Lee stated, “Keep in mind council members that the caveat 
added by administration, that is assuming these items are authorized by 
our attorneys.” 
 
MOTION: Councilman Millet moved and Councilman Julien seconded the 
motion to grant administration authorization to execute a task order 
with Murray & Associates for design improvements to the Juvenile Office 
Building in Reserve, contingent upon legal counsel approval and 
recommendation. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Pat McTopy – Authorization to execute a time and materials work order 
with URS for the bidding and contracting phases of the sewer booster 
station pumping from Reserve to LaPlace 
 
Pat McTopy stated, “This is the second phase of the booster station 
project to pump the fluid from Reserve. It has been pumped from Reserve 
to LaPlace for many years. This is the second phase of the project to 
pump it at a higher pace and more efficiently. It is my understanding 
that URS engineering firm has been given through a grant with the 
regional planning commission to design the project. So this project has 



been designed and paid for by the regional planning commission. What 
remains to be done is the last phase of it, which would be the 
construction, administration and the bidding phase. So we have tonight 
for the council to review a proposed contract with URS to handle the 
bidding and contracting phases of the project.” 
 
MOTION: Councilman Millet moved and Councilwoman Hotard seconded the 
motion to grant administration authorization to execute a time and 
materials work order with URS for the bidding and contracting phases of 
the sewer booster station pumping from Reserve to LaPlace. The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
Pat McTopy – Authorization to bid the sewer booster pump station 
pumping from Reserve to LaPlace 
 
Pat McTopy stated, “This would be authorization to bid the project that 
I stated earlier has already been designed.” 
 
Councilman Julien asked, “How much approximately are we looking at the 
project costing?” 
 
Pat McTopy stated, “The projected construction cost is $1.5 million.” 
 
Councilwoman Millet asked, “We do have the funds available for that 
right?” 
 
Pat McTopy stated, “Yes the funds would come from the sales tax 
district account, which is dedicated in part for sewer work or sewer 
construction.” 
 
MOTION: Councilman Millet moved and Councilman Julien seconded the 
motion to grant administration authorization to bid the sewer booster 
pump station pumping from Reserve to LaPlace. The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Any and all other financial concerns 
 
There were no other financial concerns. 
 
Adjournment 
 
MOTION: Councilwoman Millet moved and Councilman Smith seconded the 
motion to adjourn. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


