
                                FINANCE COMMITTEE MINUTES 
October 27th, 2009 
Chairman Steve Lee 

Vice-Chairman Charles Julien 
 
Members: Hasten Lewis, Danny Millet, Charles Julien, Jaclyn Hotard, 
Darnel Usury, Ronnie Smith, Cheryl Millet, Dale Wolfe, Steve Lee 
 
PRESENT: Darnel Usry, Ronnie Smith, Danny Millet, Steve Lee, Cheryl 
Millet, Jaclyn Hotard  
 
ABSENT: Haston Lewis, Dale Wolfe, Charles Julien 
 
BID OPENING REPORT/AWARDS: 
 
BUDDY BOE - BID AWARDS – 40th Judicial Court Bldg. 
 
Brenda Labat, Director of Purchasing, stated, “We would like to award 
the bid to Southern Construction Company at a bid of $207,995.00.” 
 
Councilwoman Millet asked, “What was the budget amount for that?” 
 
Brenda Labat stated, “$250,000.00.” 
 
Councilwoman Millet stated, “So we are under budget. Congratulations.” 
 
Brenda Labat stated, “I wouldn’t be here.” 
 
MOTION: Councilman Smith moved and Councilwoman Millet seconded the 
motion to award the bid for the 40th Judicial Court Building to Southern 
Construction Company in the amount of $207,995.00. The motion passed 
with Councilmen Julien, Wolfe and Lewis absent. 
 
BID REJECTIONS – Water Towers Phase 1 
 
Brenda Labat stated, “All of the bids came in over budget and we would 
like to reject all bids.” 
 
MOTION: Councilwoman Millet moved and Councilman Smith seconded the 
motion to reject the bids for the Water Towers Phase 1 project. The 
motion passed with Councilmen Julien, Wolfe and Lewis absent. 
 
Councilman Charles Julien arrived at 6:06 PM 
 
James A. Wayne, Sr. – Capital Area Legal Services – Annual report and 
continued funding 
 
Seleria Gunns, Director Capital Area Legal Services, stated, “We would 
first like to thank you for your continued support. I passed out a hand 
out to each of you with our funding request. We are asking for the same 
amount that you all gave us last year which was $10,000.00. In here you 
will see the number of cases that we handled for St. John Parish since 
January 1st of 2008 there have been 428. We also have the support that 
we are receiving from other parishes. We have taken many cuts in our 
funding from the legal services corporation. We would appreciate your 
continued support. At this time I would entertain any questions that 
you all may have.” 



 
Councilwoman Millet asked, “How do the residents of St. John Parish get 
in touch with this service for them to use?” 
 
Seleria Gunns stated, “We have a rural intake person that comes out to 
various areas. We also have a toll free phone number that clients can 
call to contact us. We take applications. All of our applications 
except for the rural intake are taken by telephone. We then set up 
appointments to come and meet with the client in their area.” 
 
Councilwoman Millet asked, “Can you give us that 800 number and where 
do you meet with them?” 
 
Seleria Gunns stated, “Sure they will meet with them at the library or 
sometimes the Council on Aging will give us space to use.” 
 
Councilwoman Millet asked, “So once they make contact then you make 
arrangements where to meet?” 
 
Seleria Gunns stated, “Yes.” 
 
Councilwoman Millet stated, “So if you could kindly give us that number 
for the residents.” 
 
Seleria Gunns stated, “1-800-256-1900.” 
 
Councilman Smith asked, “Exactly who are these services available to?” 
 
Seleria Gunns stated, “We represent lower income and elderly persons.” 
 
Councilman Smith asked, “What do you consider low income?” 
 
Seleria Gunns stated, “We use what the federal government says is the 
poverty level we go over that by 125%.” 
 
Councilman Smith asked, “How long have you been doing this in St. John 
Parish?” 
 
Seleria Gunns stated, “For over twenty years.” 
 
Councilman Smith stated, “I guess the only reason I am asking that 
question is I know we have supported this before but I guarantee you if 
I walk out of this building and ask anybody if they can tell me how to 
get in contact with you nobody passing on Airline Highway can tell me 
that this service is available. What type of advertising do you do?” 
 
Seleria Gunns stated, “We don’t advertise. We come out and do community 
legal education workshops. We do them at the council on aging or for 
anyone else that asks us to do them. Sometimes the Housing Authority 
will come and ask us to do workshops. We pass out brochures if you all 
have a fair here like a health fair or any type of public service event 
we would be glad to come and set up a booth.” 
 
Councilman Smith stated, “So you say that there is no advertising being 
done. It is basically by word of mouth then.” 
 
Seleria Gunns stated, “No we have been in this area for over twenty 



years.” 
 
Councilman Smith stated, “I have never heard of this program. I 
wouldn’t have heard about it if I wasn’t sitting on the council. I am 
not saying that there is anything wrong with the program. You are 
asking me for $10,000.00 and I would just like for everyone in our 
community to know about this program when they need it. That is my 
concern.” 
 
Seleria Gunns stated, “Now I don’t know if you all have a public access 
channel. We can do PSA’s on your public access channel. We would be 
glad to do radio talk shows. We do all of that.” 
 
Councilman Smith asked, “Can you do me a favor and get with our 
administration just to get this word out? I don’t mind giving you the 
money to help our people. I just want to get the word out. Also I don’t 
know how close you and Ms. Elois Joseph are but I promise you she would 
be an excellent source of outreach for the community.” 
 
Seleria Gunns stated, “We would be more than happy too.” 
 
Councilman Lee stated, “I am glad that some of these questions were 
answered. This is a long time project. Just to comment from the chair 
to use a football terminology 400 something touches in St. John Parish 
representing that many people for $10,000.00 exposure is pretty 
significant. So unless someone is aware that the program has faltered 
it is certainly something that I can support. Thank you for providing 
the data necessary to support the information that you said.” 
 
Councilwoman Millet stated, “You said you do have brochures and 
information regarding the program. Could you get those to the council 
office so they will have them if someone needs it they will know where 
to go?” 
 
Seleria Gunns stated, “Also some of the parish governments put out a 
little brochure with different numbers to call like if you need Waste 
Management or something of that nature. We would be glad for you to 
include our telephone number on there too for different problems that 
your residents may have.” 
 
Councilman Julien stated, “I want to apologize for being late. If there 
is something that I can do please give me a call to support you. I have 
a lot of people in my area that I think are in need of the services 
that you provide.” 
 
MOTION: Councilman Smith moved and Councilwoman Millet seconded the 
motion for continued support of Capital Area Legal Services for 
$10,000.00. The motion passed with Councilmen Wolfe and Lewis absent. 
 
Buddy Boe – Authorization to re-bid water towers Phase 1 
 
Buddy Boe stated, “Members of the council this is the administration 
asking for authorization to re-bid the water towers that were just 
rejected. It is a bond issue project and the budget is 1.152 million.” 
 
 
 



MOTION: Councilwoman Hotard moved and Councilwoman Usry seconded the 
motion to grant administration authorization to re-bid water towers 
Phase 1. The motion passed with Councilmen Wolfe and Lewis absent. 
 
Buddy Boe – Authorization to enter into an agreement with Lafourche 
Levee District for cleaning of the following canals: Brazan Canal, 
Bayou Lasseigne Canal and the Weber-Steib Canal 
 
Buddy Boe stated, “These three canals drain portions of St. James 
Parish our neighbor to the west and they run through St. John. This is 
giving the Lafourche Levee District authorization to enter our parish 
and clean the canals. There is no cost associated with this contract.” 
 
MOTION: Councilwoman Hotard moved and Councilwoman Usry seconded the 
motion to grant administration authorization to enter into an agreement 
with Lafourche Levee District for cleaning of the following canals: 
Brazan Canal, Bayou Lasseigne Canal and the Weber-Steib Canal. The 
motion passed with Councilmen Wolfe and Lewis absent. 
 
Buddy Boe – Authorization to advertises for bids for fuel 
 
Buddy Boe stated, “Administration is asking for authorization to 
advertise for our fuel products. This is an annual bid. We are just 
asking for authorization.” 
 
MOTION: Councilman Millet moved and Councilman Smith seconded the 
motion to grant administration authorization to advertise for bids for 
fuel. The motion passed with Councilmen Wolfe and Lewis absent. 
 
Buddy Boe – Authorization to advertise for bids for Weed Spraying 
Services 
 
Buddy Boe stated, “This is a re-occurring monthly service of the weed 
spraying. We are asking for authorization to go out for bids.” 
 
Councilwoman Hotard stated, “I would just like to see if we could maybe 
look at this one a little more closely. I have a lot of canals that get 
sprayed for weeds and it seems like they are fertilizing them and not 
killing them. So maybe we can make sure that we are spraying the right 
stuff in there. I know I have some now that are really overgrown. So 
maybe if we can look at the type of products they are using and the 
frequency and make sure that we tweak what we have done in the past to 
make it more beneficial to us.” 
 
MOTION: Councilwoman Millet moved and Councilman Smith seconded the 
motion to grant administration authorization to advertise for bids for 
Weed Spraying Services. The motion passed with Councilmen Wolfe and 
Lewis absent. 
 
Buddy Boe – Authorization to advertise for bids for culverts 
 
Buddy Boe stated, “Another annual bid for the culverts that we use to 
install throughout the parish.” 
 
MOTION: Councilwoman Hotard moved and Councilman Millet seconded the 
motion to grant administration authorization to advertise for bids for 
culverts. The motion passed with Councilmen Wolfe and Lewis absent. 



 
 
Buddy Boe – Authorization to advertise for bids for Chlorine 
 
Buddy Boe stated, “Another annual product used to treat our water. We 
ask for authorization to bid.” 
 
Councilwoman Millet asked, “Does this also include the new type of 
chemical that we need for the system?” 
 
Buddy Boe stated, “No this is just for chlorine that is used in the 
majority of our water treatment plants. Not the NANO system.” 
 
MOTION: Councilman Julien moved and Councilman Smith seconded the 
motion to grant administration authorization to advertise for bids for 
Chlorine. The motion passed with Councilmen Wolfe and Lewis absent. 
 
Buddy Boe – Authorization to advertise for bids for Asphalt 
 
Buddy Boe stated, “Annual contract for our asphalt contractor who 
overlays our streets throughout the parish.” 
 
Councilman Julien asked, “I am wondering what we would be able to do to 
ensure that some of our people get included in the work? I mean for 
local people to get some of the work.” 
 
Buddy Boe stated, “Well a publicly bid item the vendor has to meet the 
requirements of the public bid and then it goes to the lowest vendor. 
So our local contractors have every right to apply and submit a bid and 
follow the public bid law that is administered by the state.” 
 
Councilman Julien stated, “I understand that. What could we do or the 
administration to push them a little to give our people some work?” 
 
Buddy Boe stated, “Well Mr. Julien, we follow state public bid law for 
the process of these contracts that you guys are approving tonight. So 
therefore our hands are tied to follow state law.” 
 
Councilman Lee stated, “If I might add something here, this is state 
public bid law. So there are things that are required by the state and 
we must follow the state public bid law. Is that right Mr. Boe?” 
 
Buddy Boe stated, “Yes sir.” 
 
Councilman Julien asked, “As we talk about the 25%, I think we have an 
ordinance, how does that play into the state bid law? How does that 
work? Can I have our attorney advise me on that?” 
 
Councilman Lee stated, “I think that is a fair question. I think also 
that would be a legal question. I would yield to one of our attorneys 
at this point.” 
 
Councilman Julien asked, “What can we do to ensure that we receive the 
25% that our ordinance says that minorities are supposed to get? What 
can we do to ensure that we get that?” 
 
Jeff Perilloux, Legal Counsel, stated, “There is a question about the 



ordinance right now. I would rather yield to our District Attorney, Tom 
Daley because we are looking into that issue. I think he will have a 
report for the council on that question. We have had some issues in the 
past where that has come up. So I will have an answer for you but not 
tonight.” 
 
Councilman Lee stated, “If I may Mr. Julien again not trying to 
interrupt too much from the chair but perhaps this would be an item. We 
are looking to go out for bids. It is going to follow state bid 
contracts. So this could be something that we could have put on a 
future executive session for discussion where many of the items that 
you are questioning where put are to be dealt with during executive 
session. So with that in mind perhaps Madame Secretary you can put that 
on the agenda for the next meeting under executive session.” 
 
MOTION: Councilwoman Usry moved and Councilman Smith seconded the 
motion to grant administration authorization to advertise for bids for 
Asphalt. The motion passed with Councilmen Wolfe and Lewis absent. 
 
Buddy Boe – Authorization to advertise for bids for grass cutting 
services at Parish water & wastewater facilities 
 
Buddy Boe stated, “This will allow the administration to prepare a bid 
document to go out for bids so a grass cutting vendor can cut our 
parish sewerage, wastewater and water facilities on both sides of the 
river.” 
 
MOTION: Councilwoman Hotard moved and Councilman Smith seconded the 
motion to grant administration authorization to advertise for bids for 
grass cutting services at Parish water & wastewater facilities. The 
motion passed with Councilmen Wolfe and Lewis absent. 
 
Buddy Boe – Authorization to advertise for bids for grass cutting 
services at all Parish Recreational facilities 
 
Buddy Boe stated, “This would again allow that same sort of bid to be 
prepared but this time the locations would be the parish’s recreational 
facilities on both sides of the river including several boat launches.” 
 
Councilwoman Hotard asked, “Why did we separate the wastewater 
facilities from the recreational facilities?” 
 
Buddy Boe stated, “The type of ground work that needs to be done was 
the main reason. One is dealing with buildings and facilities and one 
is more parks and fields. So it was the nature of the work being done.” 
 
MOTION: Councilman Smith moved and Councilwoman Hotard seconded the 
motion to grant administration authorization to advertise for bids for 
grass cutting services at all Parish Recreational facilities. The 
motion passed with Councilmen Wolfe and Lewis absent. 
 
Buddy Boe – Authorization to advertise for bids for janitorial services 
 
Buddy Boe stated, “This will allow the administration to prepare a bid 
to go out for public bids for janitorial services at the parish 
facilities on the East Bank and West Bank.” 
 



Councilwoman Hotard asked, “This is also another one I would like to 
look at. I remember last year there were some issues with the cost of 
just some basic floor cleaning and things like that which were well 
above standard rate. So maybe when we look at some of these things when 
we get bids in compare to what a standard or normal rate is for some of 
these things really are so that we are not being charged 40 times 
greater than what we are.” 
 
Buddy Boe stated, “The services will be itemized as part of the bid. We 
are hoping that by going through public bids we can get a much lower 
cost.” 
 
Councilman Julien asked, “I am wondering if Mrs. Labat might be able to 
address that question. Is the contract or the individuals that are 
holding the contract now, are their rates much higher than the going 
rate?” 
 
Brenda Labat stated, “Actually in this last year for 2009 we had pulled 
those higher rates out so that was no longer included.” 
 
Councilman Julien asked, “So they were competitive and they did do a 
good job would you say?” 
 
Brenda Labat stated, “Well not everybody agrees that the service is 
wonderful but they did the service.” 
 
MOTION: Councilman Julien moved and Councilman Smith seconded the 
motion to grant administration authorization to advertise for bids for 
Janitorial Services. The motion passed with Councilmen Wolfe and Lewis 
absent. 
 
Buddy Boe – Authorization to sign Addendum #2 of agreement for cleaning 
and refurbishing of the 3.0 mgd clarifier at the Lions Water Plant as 
per the administrative order 
 
Buddy Boe stated, “This will allow us to sign addendum #2 which is 
enclosed in your council booklet with C.J. Savoie and Associates. This 
project is required by the administrative order and will be funded as 
part of the 2009 bond issue water initiative.” 
 
MOTION: Councilwoman Usry moved and Councilman Millet seconded the 
motion to grant administration authorization to sign Addendum #2 of 
agreement for cleaning and refurbishing of the 3.0 mgd clarifier at the 
Lions Water Plant as per the administrative order. The motion passed 
with Councilmen Wolfe and Lewis absent. 
 
Buddy Boe – Authorization to enter into an agreement with Chenevert 
Architects for the design of an airnasium to be located at the West 
Bank Park Complex as part of the 2009 Bond Issue 
 
Buddy Boe stated, “In April the voters of St. John approved the 
recreation proposition as part of the 2009 bond issue. That proposition 
envisioned finishing phase 1 of the West Bank Park Complex. This 
airnasium and rest room, which will be attached to the airnasium, was 
part of phase 1. We are asking for authorization to sign the attached 
agreement that is in your booklet so that design services can begin. 
The funding will be taken out of the 2009 bond issue.” 



 
Councilwoman Millet stated, “Mr. Boe for the public knowledge, would 
you please explain what an airnasium is.” 
 
Buddy Boe stated, “An airnasium, I was educated, is the technical term 
for an open sided covered basketball court, like the parish has at 
Belle Pointe Park located off of Airline Highway. There will also be a 
male and female bathroom attached and a storage room. So it is 
basically the sides ripped off of a covered basketball court.” 
 
Councilwoman Millet stated, “My understanding is that this design will 
allow us to enclose it at another time if so needed.” 
 
Buddy Boe stated, “Yes it will.” 
 
MOTION: Councilman Smith moved and Councilwoman Millet seconded the 
motion to grant administration authorization to enter into an agreement 
with Chenevert Architects for the design of an airnasium to be located 
at the West Bank Park Complex as part of the 2009 Bond Issue. The 
motion passed with 6 yeas, 1 abstaining (Lee) and 2 absent (Wolfe & 
Lewis). 
 
Buddy Boe – Authorization to enter into an agreement with Meyers 
Engineers for the design of a gymnasium to be located at Regala Park as 
part of the 2009 Bond Issue 
 
Buddy Boe stated, “The proposition in April also saw a gym being belt 
on the East Bank of the parish building. This gym will be located at 
Regala Park. The funding will come out of the 2009 bond issue. This 
will allow us to sign the agreement to begin those design services.” 
 
Councilman Julien asked, “The changes that were supposed to take place 
from the last meeting we attended, did any changes take place in the 
design of the building?” 
 
Buddy Boe stated, “Mr. Smith sat in on most of those meetings. So I 
will let him comment.” 
 
Councilman Smith stated, “Mr. Julien everything we talked about was 
completed. We added the additional seating capacity. Everything else 
that we wanted was fixed in and we got it down to the budget that we 
needed.” 
 
Councilwoman Hotard asked, “Have the plans been brought before our 
parish recreation board?” 
 
Councilman Smith stated, “Mr. Manual was in those meetings with us to 
ensure that everything we needed was there.” 
 
Councilwoman Hotard stated, “I mean with our recreation board. The 
members that we appoint to the recreation board have looked at the 
plans. Have they all approved the plans? Could we possibly, I mean we 
don’t have to, but could we get something from our board? That is what 
we appoint them to do maybe before we vote on this. What I would like 
to do because I know some of the members have said that they haven’t 
seen the plans.” 
 



Errol Manual, Director of Recreation, stated, “They haven’t seen the 
upgraded plans because the meeting was held two weeks ago. The next 
meeting is next Monday so they can see those plans. Those members 
associated with having those plans revised are the members that are on 
the board.” 
 
Councilwoman Hotard asked, “Is this going to hold up anything? I would 
like to get from my member of the board is to know that… 
 
Errol Manual stated, “I don’t think we should hold up anything.” 
 
Councilwoman Hotard stated, “I haven’t seen any plans either.” 
 
Errol Manual stated, “I don’t think we should hold up anything. We are 
under budget. I think that is the biggest thing that we were looking to 
get.” 
 
Councilwoman Hotard asked, “Has the council been copied on any of the 
plans? Do we have anything? I don’t feel comfortable voting on 
something that I have never seen.” 
 
David Dupre, Meyers Engineers, stated, “We have just done a conceptual 
lay out. We have not done the full fledged design. This task order is 
for us to begin the design. We have done the conceptual layout to make 
sure that everyone was on the same page.” 
 
Councilwoman Hotard stated, “But Mr. Dupre your design is going to be 
based on your conceptual I would imagine right?” 
 
David Dupre stated, “Correct and I would be glad to send that to Errol 
or whoever needs to get it so that it can be distributed to the board 
members.” 
 
Councilwoman Hotard stated, “What I am expressing is that if we haven’t 
seen the plans and the recreation board hasn’t seen the plans than no 
one has really had an opportunity to give any input except the people 
who were attending these meetings. So once we have paid you to go out 
and design something and then everybody gets a chance to look at the 
plans to go back and make changes than we have to pay you again to make 
the changes.” 
 
David Dupre stated, “We will not have to go too far along for that to 
have to happen. We will proceed with what we are comfortable with and 
if we get to a point where we think we are going to be wasting time 
then we will sit tight and wait until we get approval.” 
 
Councilwoman Hotard asked, “So how long until we get copies of the 
plans and copies to the recreation board?” 
 
David Dupre stated, “I can send the conceptual plans tomorrow morning 
as an email.” 
 
Councilwoman Hotard stated, “I want to support this. I just haven’t 
seen anything. It is hard and I know this is a big issue for the 
recreation board and I know Ronnie you have been heavily involved in 
this. I want to see it happen. I just want to make sure that we don’t 
do like we did somewhere else in the parish and get something that is 



not really going to work. I am not naming buildings or names but we 
know what we are talking about. So before we make the same mistake 
twice I am going to abstain from voting. I’m sure it will be fine with 
everyone else but just for my personal feelings. If we could get a copy 
of those plans tomorrow that would be great.” 
 
Councilman Julien stated, “I am certainly in support. I just have some 
questions that I needed answered. I think it is something that is long 
overdue. Councilman Smith has been keeping me abreast of what is going 
on. I want to know how the square footage has changed on the building.” 
 
David Dupre stated, “It is bigger in the gymnasium portion and smaller 
in the meeting rooms. We had to get it down to budget. We had hoped to 
have a large meeting room but we had to cut that out so now we have a 
smaller meeting room.” 
 
MOTION: Councilman Millet moved and Councilman Julien seconded the 
motion to grant administration authorization to enter into an agreement 
with Meyers Engineers for the design of a gymnasium to be located at 
Regala Park as part of the 2009 Bond Issue. The motion passed with 5 
yeas, 2 abstaining (Lee & Hotard) and 2 absent (Wolfe & Lewis). 
 
Any and all other financial concerns 
 
There were no other financial concerns at this time. 
 
Adjournment 
 
MOTION: Councilwoman Usry moved and Councilman Julien seconded the 
motion to adjourn. The motion passed with Councilmen Wolfe and Lewis 
absent. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


